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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting,
and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.
The Service manages the 150-million acre National Wildlife Refuge System comprised of more than 550
national wildlife refuges and thousands of waterfowl production areas. It also operates 70 national fish
hatcheries and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces Federal wildlife laws, manages
migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife
habitat such as wetlands, administers the Endangered Species Act, and helps foreign governments with
their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Assistance Program which distributes hundreds
of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state wildlife agencies.

Comprehensive Conservation Plans provide long term guidance for management decisions and set forth
goals, objectives, and strategies needed to accomplish refuge purposes and identify the Service’s best
estimate of future needs. These plans detail program planning levels that are sometimes substantially
above current budget allocations and, as such, are primarily for Service strategic planning and program
prioritization purposes. The plans do not constitute a commitment for staffing increases, operational
and maintenance increases, or funding for future land acquisition.
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Abstract
Type of Action: Administrative — Development of a Comprehensive Conservation Plan
Lead Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service
Location: Supawna Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
Salem County, NJ
Administrative Cape May National Wildlife Refuge
Headquarters: Cape May Courthouse, NJ
Responsible Official: Marvin Moriarty, Regional Director, Region 5
For Further Information: Brian Braudis, Refuge Manager

Supawna Meadows National Wildlife Refuge
¢/o Cape May National Wildlife Refuge

24 Kimbles Beach Road

Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

Phone: (609) 463-0994

Fax: (609) 463-1667

Electronic Mail: capemay@fws.gov

Web site: www.fws.gov/supawnameadows/

This Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) for managing the 3,016-acre Supawna Meadows National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) is the culmination of a multi-year planning effort involving New Jersey State agencies, local
partners, refuge neighbors, private landowners, the Friends of Supawna Meadows NWR, and the community.
This CCP establishes 15-year management goals and objectives for wildlife and habitats, public use, and
administration and facilities.

Under this plan, we propose improvements to our biological and public use programs. We focus refuge
management on restoring refuge tidal habitats to support Federal trust resources and species of conservation
concern in the area, in particular, we emphasize providing resting and foraging habitat for Pea Patch Island
colonial-nesting wading birds, secretive marsh birds, migratory waterfowl, shorebirds, and other species of
conservation concern. Our Visitor Services program will be enhanced to provide more opportunities for wildlife
observation, photography, hunting, fishing, environmental education, and interpretation. We will also continue to
identify and protect valuable wildlife habitats diligently with our partners. Finally, we will employ an adaptive
management approach that includes adjusting our activities as results from management actions and monitoring
efforts are better understood. This flexibility is especially important as we face increasing ecological
uncertainties, such as predicted effects of climate change.
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Supawna Meadows National Wildlife Refuge will continue to provide
essential tidal marsh habitat to feed and shelter migrating waterfowl and to
feed nearby colonial-nesting wading birds, thereby maintaining its significant
role as part of the Delaware Bayshore system of wetlands and upland buffers
that is one of the most important migratory bird habitats in the nation.

The refuge will continue to serve as an oasis of native biotic communities
within sight of the burgeoning industrial, transportation, and residential
developments of the lower Delaware River Basin and South Jersey by
providing an array of wetland and upland habitats that support a diverse
community of breeding and migrating birds, native mammals, and other
species.

Visitors will be able to hunt and fish, observe and photograph wildlife, and
learn of the ecological importance and diversity of wildlife at Supawna
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge. They will understand the refuge as part
of a larger network of protected lands within the National Wildlife Refuge
System, set aside specifically for wildlife.
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