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is needed, attach additional sheets, or sct up this fonm to accommodate your responses. |

Driginating Person: Greg Weiler Slgmaiure: L;ﬂﬁ.h,

Telephone Number: T03-400-4970
Date: April 27, 2011

L Region: Region 5 = Northeast

[I.  Service Activity (Program) — Mational Wildlife Refuge System, Potomac River
Mational Wildlife Refuge Complex, Featherstone Mational Wildlife Refuge
Comprehensive Conservation Plan

M. Pertinent Specics and Habitat:
Al Listed species andfor their eritical habitat within the action area

Sensitive Joint-Veich (desclymomene virginica) — Not currently known on refge

B. Froposed species andfor proposed critical habitat within the action ares

None

C.  Candidate species within the action area:
Mone
IV.  Geographic area or station name and action:
Featherstone National Wildlife Refuge, Comprehensive Conservation Plan

¥. Location {aitach map):
A.  Ecoregiom Number and Name: Chesapeake Bay Lowlands 858
B. County and State: Prince William County, Virginia

C.  Scction, township, and range (or latitade and longitude): Scc location map
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D. Distance (miles) and direction to nearest fown: See lecation map
E.  Species/habitat occurrence: See habital map
¥1. Description of proposed action (attach additional pages as needed):

The Mational Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966, as amended by the
Maticnal Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997, requires that all national
wildlife refuges complete n Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCF) by fiscal year 2012
In addition, compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 requires the
completion of an Environmental Assessment (EA). An EA accompanied the droft CCP
for Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck (Mason Neck) and Featherstone national wildlife
refuges (NWERs) which was distributed for a 30-day imternal agency review in July 2000,
followed by a public review and comment period from January 5 to February 22, 2011.
We identified altemative B as the Service-prefemed alternative.

The draft CCPEA document is available online at:

Hatp:fwrw, fies. gowhortheastplanning MasonNeck_Featherstone/draficep. kiml. The
Mason Meck and Featherstone NWRs CCPVEA explains the refuge’s purposes, vision,
and goals, describes the affected environment of the refuge at the time of the CCP/EA's
writing, offers 2 manngement alternatives for Featherstone NWER, describes the
enviropmental consequences predicted from implementing these management
alternatives, and summarizes the refuge’s consuleation and coordination with sihers
during the CCPEA planning process,

References io sensitive joint-vetch occur on the following pages: 1-30, 2-49, 2-51, 3-83,
and 3-95.

The final CCP for Featherstone MWE will serve to guide refuge management decisions
over the next 15 years. We are preparing the final CCP for the Regional Director with the
recommendation to adopt aliernative B. In response to public commenis, the only
modification from the draft CCP/EA alternative B that we recommend iz the allowance
for Landing of canoes and kayaks on the shoreline along Farm Creek at the proposed
southem-most observation deck and fishing area (ste public use map). No additional
infrastructure would be developed for this activity.

WII. Determination of effects:

A.  Explanation of effects of the action on species and eritical habitats in items
IILA, B, and C (attach additional pages as needed):

Currently, no Federal-listed plants have been documented on Feathersione NWE.
According 1o the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (VIDCR) in their

Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge and
Featherstone National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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comments on the draft CCP/EA (letter to Mancy McGarigal, dated Febrsary 16, 2001},
there is the potential for sensitive joint-vetch to occur on the refuge.

Some habitat management actions and public use opportunities proposed in the CCP
could impact potentially suitable habitat for this species. Currently, Featherstone N'WR is
closed 1o public activity. In the CCP, we are proposing to open the refuge to the public,
including establishing designated trails on existing footpaths and old road beds for
wildlife observation, photography, interpretation, and for fishing ot designated locations.
Enhancing existing footpaths for long term use and unauthorized off trail use could resalt
in vegetation trampling. Refuge management activities, such trail maintenance, biological
monitoring and surveying, and invasive plant removal, also could result in sccidental
removal, trampling, or other damage to plants.

B.  Explanation of actions to be implemented to reduce adverse effects:

The Service has idemified one Federal-listed plant in Prince William County which has
not been documented but be present on uﬂ'-:ﬂtﬂg:N“’ll‘t:miﬁujuim-anh

(lhnm..ﬂ:ﬁl #AafT will contimus to survey for this ies wherever we propose
ny diﬂurh?uaﬂhﬁﬂumﬂumﬁ‘;,:mhuuﬂ conatruction. If sensitive

joint-vetch is found on the refuge, we will work with the species” Recovery Team and
ather experts to develop plans to protect the species.

Since, sensitive joint-vetch occurs in wetlands, the 's protection of wetland habitat
will also redisce adverse impacts to ihe species. The re proposes Lo

# Inventory the flora and fauna of these wetlands, including working with VDCR -
Division of Matural Heritage to survey for rare plant species.
Prior to opening the tor the public, the re will design trails to avodd
: mnwmlzgdumlh:ﬂ] huﬁpﬂhﬂ:muﬁﬂhrﬂiﬂﬂd
to designated irails to prevent human di 10 sensitive and unique habitst
areas,

YVIII. Effect determination and response requested: [* optional]

IX. Nodes:
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Currently, there are no records of sensitive joint-vetch oocurring on Featherstone Refuge.
However, according 1o the Virginia Depariment of Conservation and Recreation
(VDCR), there is the potential for the refuge 1o suppodt population(s) of sensitive joint-
wetch (letter from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality dated February 16,
2011 The YDCR has recommended that we conduct inventories for the species in all
tidal freshwater marsh habitats on the refuge. The VDCR and the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) recommend coordinating the results of
these inventories with the VDCR - Division of Natural Heritage.
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A. Listed species/eritical habitat:

Determination Response requested
no effect/ng adverse modification
(species:_Sensitive joint-veich ) __X_*Concurrence
may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect __ Concurrence
(species: X ___*Formal Consultation
may affect, and is likely to adversely affect
(spoches: )} ___Formal copsuliation
B. Proposed species/proposed eritical habitat:
Determination Response requested
no effect on proposed specics'no adverse modification of
proposed eritbcal habitat
(speches: ] ___*Concurrence
is likely (o jeopardize proposed species’adverscly modify
proposed critical habitat
(species: ] ___ Conferenecs
. Candidate species:
Detsrmination Response requested
ni effect
(spoches: . Concurrence
is likely to jeopardize candidaie species
(species: __ Conference
signaiure %
[Title/wiTice of smpervisor at originating station|)
i, Fobvigs @ikia sl ]
D-4 Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge and

Featherstone National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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IX. Reviewing ESO Evaluation:

A Cnlmmuﬁ_ Noncurrenee

B. Formal consulistion reguired

C. Conference requived

D. Remarks (aitach additional pages as necded):

Appendix D. Endangered Species Act and National Historic Preservation Act Consultation Documents



Endangered Species Act and National Historic Preservation Act Consultation Documents

R
INTRA-SERVICE SECTION 7 BIOLOGICAL EVALUATTIWN F

[Mote: This form provides the wﬁmﬁhﬁmﬂnnmﬂdhmlmmm
your 1

is needed, attach additional sheets, or set up this form to acoommadate

Originating Person: Greg Weiler Signature: &1 o+

Telepbone Number: T03-490-49T9
Date: April 27, 2011

L Reglon: Region 5 — Mortheast
1. Service Activity (Program) — Mational Wildlife Refuge System, Potomac River
Mational Wildlife Refuge Complex, Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Weck Mational Wildlife
Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
1. Fertinent Species and Habitat:
A, Listed species andfor their eritical habitat within the action area
Sensitive Joint-Vetch (deschymomene virginica) - Not currently known on refuge

Small Whored Pogonia (froria medeolpides) - Not currently known on refuge

B, Froposed species andior proposed critical habitat within the action area

Mone

C.  Candidate species within the action area:
None
IV, Geographic ares or station name and action:
Eliunh:l.h Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refiuge, Comprehensive Conservation
V. Lscation (attach map):
Al Ecoregion Number and Name: 38, Chesapeake Bay Lowlands

D-6 Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge and
Featherstone National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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County and State: Fairfax County, Virginia
Section, townahip, and range {or latitude and longitude): So¢ location map
Digtance (miles) and direction to nearest town: Sec location map

PPN P

Spccicshabitat occurrence: See habilst map
¥1. Deseriptlon of proposed action (attach sdditional pages as needed):

The National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966, as amended by the
Mational Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997, requires that all national
wildlife refuges complete & Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCF) by fiscal year 2012,
In addition, compliznce with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 requires the
cempletion of an Environmental Assessment (EA). An EA sccompanied the dmil CCP
for Elizabeth Hartoell Mason Meck (Mason Meck) and Featherstone nutional wildlife
refluges m“m:mkhwdlnihmm:mmm:mmmmmy 20010,
followed by a public review and commend pertod from Jamuary 5 to February 22, 2011.
We identified aliemative B as the Service-prefemed alternative,

The draft CCPEA document is available online at:
hitp v fws, gownortheast planning/MasonNeck Featherstonse/draficep kim!, The
Mason Neck Refuge and Featherstone NWRs CCP/EA explains the refluge’s purposes,
vision, and goals, describes the affected environment of the refuge at the time of the
CCPEA's writing, offers 3 management alternatives for Mason Meck WWER, describes
the environmental conséquences predicted from implementing these management
alternatives, and summarizes the refuge’s consultstion and coordination with others
during the CCP/EA planning process.
References to sensitive joint vetch occur on the following pages: 1-30, 2.32, 2-33, 3-6, 3-
38, and 3-41. References to small whorled pogonia occur on the folloving pages: 1-30, 2-
32, and 3-6.
The final CCF for Mason Mock NWR will s2rve to guide refuge management decisions
over the next 15 years, We are preparing the final CCP for the Regional Director with the
recommendation to adopt alternative B.

VIL Determination of effects:

A.  Explanation of effects of the action on species and critical habitats in items
ILA, B, and C (attach additional pages as needed):

Currenily, no Federal-listed plants have been documented on Mason Neck NWER.
According to the Virginia Depariment of Conservation and Recreation (VDCR) in their

2
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comments on the drafi CCP/EA (letier to Nancy MoGarigal, dated February 16, 2011),
there is the potential for sensitive joint-vetch and small whorled pogonia to eccur on the
Refuge.

Some habitat management actions and public use opportunities proposed in the CCP
could impact potentially suitable habitat for these species. Proposed expansions of the
hunt program my result in a higher risk of hunters trampling vegetation while hunting
off-tril, Additionally, creating new trail access using cxisting old road beds (e.g. Tree
Stand Road and an extension of Sycamore Road) may also result in visitors rampling
vegetation adjacent to these newly designated wildlife observation trails. Refuge
management activities, such as biological monitoring and surveying, facilithes
maintenance, and invasive plant removal, also could result in sccidental removal,
trampling, or olher damage to plants.

B. Explanation of actions to be implemented to reduee adverse effects:

The Service has identified two Federal-listed plants in Fairfax County which have not
been documented MW on Mason Meck NWR: sensitive joint-vetch
{threptened) and small pogonia {threatensed). The refuge will continue (o survey
for these in suitable habitat wherewer we any ground disturbing activities
on the refuge, such as facilities constraction or habitat management. [f cither of these
SpEcics is an the refiuge, we will work with the respective species’ Recovery Team
and other experts to develop plans to protect them.

Since, sensitive joint veich oocurs in wetlands, the refuge's jom of wetland habitat

will also reduce potential adverse impacts to the species. actions proposed amder
alternative B are to:

s Continwe to prohibit public access (pedestrian and boat) to Litthe Marsh and Great
Marsh,

= loventory the flora and fauna of these wetlands, including working with VIMCR -
Division of Maturnl Heritage to survey for rare plant species,

Maintain existing and install additional shoreline protections as warranted, and
after consultation with partners, to prevent further erosion,
WF'ﬁMMI'uubm- minmﬁu"“m v Helated
management wi poten impacts to s,
actions proposed under alternative B are to: e
. Wmﬂﬁh&wﬂﬂﬁrhmdﬁm@:wmhﬁﬂ
features by restricting public access to designated trails only.
=  Work with State resource managers, researchers, educators, and/or volunteers to
collect baseline information on wildlife and plants.

Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge and
Featherstone National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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VIII, Effect determination and response requested: [* optional]

IX. Notes:

Currently, there are no records of cither sensitive joint vetch or small whorled pogonia
ocouring on Mason Meck NWR. However, acconding to the VDCR, there is the potential
for the refuge 1o support population(s) of both species (letter from the Virginia

of Environmental Quality 1o Nancy McGarigal, Planning Team Leader, dated
Febrzary 16, 2011). The VDCR has recommended that Refuge staff conduct inventories
for sensitive joint vetch in all of the refuge’s tidal freshwater marsh habitats, and
inventory for small whorled pogonia in the refuge’s upland habitate. The VIR and the
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) recommend
coordinating the results of these inventories with the VDCR - Division of Natural

Heritage.
A. Listed speches/eritical habitat:
Determination Response requested
no effect/ng adverse modification
(species: _Sensitive joint-vetch and
_ Small whorled pogonin________ ) __X _*Copcurrence
may affect, bul is not lkcely to adversely affect _ Concurrence
(specics: X ¥} ___ *Formal Consuliation
may affect, and is likely to adversely affect
(species: _) ___Formal consuliation

B. Proposed speciea/proposed critical habitat:

Determination Response requested
no effect on proposed species/no adverse modification of
proposed critical habitat

(species: ) ___“Concurrenc
is likely to jeopardize proposed speches/sdversely modify
proposed critical habitat

(species: ) ___ Conference
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C. Candbdate species:

Determination Response requesied
o effect
[species: J ___*Concurrence
is likely to jeopardize candidaite speches
{species: )} ___Conference

Utmaa y-17.4

skgnature date
ITWM:.W al a:.ﬁ. station)

IX. Reviewing ESO Evaluation:

A. Concurrence Moncurrence

B. Formal consultation required
C. Conferemee required

D. Remarks (atiach additional pages as needed):

D-10 Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge and
Featherstone National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Historic Resources

I . [emenceh B = f . o mm
:::-—. v R 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221

Febouary 2, 3011

Mancy Moliangal
Mannang Team Leader

Umited States Department of the Inlerios
Fish and Wikdlife Service

300 Westgate Center Drive

Haudley MA 01035-9589

Re: Elznbeth Hartwell Mason Neck and Featherstone Maticnal Wildlife Refuges
Comprehensive Conservatson Plan and Enveronmental Assessment
[HR Pregect Mo, J010-1333

Dhear M. MeCarigal:

Thank you For your letier of Janosny 4, 3011 requesting our commenis on the deall Comprehensive
Conzervation Man and Environments]l Asseszment for Elizabeth Hartwell Mason MNeck and
Feathersion: Natiomal Wikllife Reluges. As we stated carlier i our letier of July 30, 2010, based apon
the documentation provided, we fully sapport the Service-prefered aliemaiives for these refuges. We
agroe that these allernatives will best schieve the refuges porposes, visioes and goals and best fulfill the
Service's stewardsbip resporsibalitics under Section 1 10 ol the National Historic Preservation AcL

W note that the two minor suggestions offerng in owr July letter have been sddressed in the current
drafl. We have mo additional comiments.

I you have any questions conceming cur commenis, or if we may provide any lanher assistance,
please do nol hesitale 10 conlact me ol (204 36T-2323, exl. 112 fax (S04) 367-2391; c-maal
¥ L & 1R,

Sincercly,

Y R &t

Ezhel B. Emon, Ph.[), Senior Policy Analysi
Divizion of Resoarce Services and Review

c. Jobm 5. Wilkkon, Region 5 Historic Presemvation (Officer

Adifrtiafalive Sei e Capital Region OiThoe Tidewiad Ragion CHTe Wenlemn Hegion (HYics
Bl Cpnartheoais v, JHH] K ansangnen [T B ) 3 OHa Comarthouss Way 1 T Kime Lasc
Peiorsburg, V& ThEO) Richmond, VA T30 Floss Calem, WA 2153

Tel: (F0el ) 86254 |6 Tel: (R0l 3672321 Meupor Mews, VA 2160E Tl 30 AN TR
Fan: i Bl B Tosb ] St Fau: { b} 3672391 Tiel: {TST) EE4=2E0T Fan: | 3400 LT 5046

Fa: {737 p B2 N00
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T (8 3672188
sy T
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POk Bsa, 519

Stephans Uiy, W& T265)
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