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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting, 
and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 
The Service manages the 150-million acre National Wildlife Refuge System comprised of more than 550 
national wildlife refuges and thousands of waterfowl production areas. It also operates 70 national fish 
hatcheries and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces Federal wildlife laws, manages 
migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife 
habitat such as wetlands, administers the Endangered Species Act, and helps foreign governments with 
their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Assistance Program which distributes hundreds 
of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state wildlife agencies.

Comprehensive Conservation Plans provide long term guidance for management decisions and set forth 
goals, objectives, and strategies needed to accomplish refuge purposes and identify the Service’s best 
estimate of future needs. These plans detail program planning levels that are sometimes substantially 
above current budget allocations and, as such, are primarily for Service strategic planning and program 
prioritization purposes. The plans do not constitute a commitment for staffing increases, operational 
and maintenance increases, or funding for future land acquisition.
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Abstract 
 

Type of Action:    Administrative  
 
Lead Agency:    U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Responsible Official:   Wendi Weber, Acting Regional Director, Region 5 
 
For Further Information:   Thomas Roster, Refuge Manager  

Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge  
1101 Casey Road  
Basom, NY 
Phone: (585) 948-5445 
E-mail: tom_roster@fws.gov  

 
 
This Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) for the 10,828-acre Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge is the 
culmination of a planning effort involving the local community and many partners, including the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation.  The CCP establishes 15-year management goals and 
objectives for wildlife and habitat, public use and access, and administration and facilities.  This document 
also contains nine appendices that provide additional information supporting our analysis.  

 
This plan includes an array of management actions that, in our professional judgment, work best toward 
achieving the purposes of the refuge, our vision and goals for those lands, the National Wildlife Refuge 
System mission, and the goals in State and regional conservation plans. We will focus on enhancing the 
conservation of wildlife through habitat management, as well as providing additional visitor opportunities on 
the refuge. Our emphasis will be on decreasing habitat fragmentation and restoring native habitats. To 
achieve this, we will increase grassland, shrubland, and forest habitats by removing hedgerows, and 
replacing non-native conifer plantation with native forest species. Our monitoring and inventory program 
will continue to help us better understand the implications of our management actions and identify ways to 
improve their effectiveness. We will increase some existing wildlife-dependent recreational activities 
including wildlife observation and hunting, which includes implementing a permit system for hunting upland 
game, migratory birds, and big game. To facilitate greater cross-program collaboration, we will co-locate the 
Lower Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office with a new visitor contact station and 
administrative building by adding on to the existing building. Finally, we will expand our existing staff to 
include a full-time permanent law enforcement officer, maintenance worker, biological technician, and one 
part-time biological technician. 
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Refuge Vision Statement 
 
Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge, known locally as part of the “Alabama Swamps” will be 
the ecological “puzzle piece” for western New York by creating and maintaining 
unsurpassed habitats including wetlands, grasslands, shrublands, and forests for migratory 
birds and other wildlife.  By encouraging compatible wildlife-dependent recreation and 
working with partners, a deep understanding and appreciation for the refuge’s ecological 
integrity will be fostered in its visitors, regardless of generational, economic, or social 
boundaries.  Through these efforts, future generations will cherish Iroquois National 
Wildlife Refuge’s interconnectivity to the much larger National Wildlife Refuge System. 
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