Draft Monomoy Vision Statement

Extending from the elbow of Cape Cod, Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge consists of
an assembly of barrier islands that includes some of New England’s last remaining wild
seacoast. This dynamic, wilderness system of ocean, intertidal flats, salt and freshwater
marshes, dunes and freshwater ponds, provides vital habitat for a vast array of diverse
species. Monomoy is world renowned for its range of seasonal wildlife inhabitants. Sea
birds, waterfowl, shore birds, wading birds, land birds, horseshoe crabs, and seals rely
upon the refuge for survival during various times of the year. Given the vital role that
these lands and waters play in the survival of so many endangered, threatened and special
species, wildlife conservation and management will always be our first priority at
Monomoy NWR.

The unique area that is Cape Cod allows us to reach large numbers of visitors from all
over the world. Visitors will learn about the rich history of the refuge, experience unique
recreational opportunities, view wildlife in a natural setting, and learn about the positive
and negative impacts of human interactions with the refuge. Visitors will understand and
appreciate how we manage the refuge, its habitats, and wildlife species. We will ensure
that the number of visitors on the refuge is appropriate for the provision of a rich
wilderness and wildlife experience.

As a regional and national role model, the refuge will provide scientific and technical
leadership for wildlife and resource management that is adaptable to changing conditions.
Talented, knowledgeable staff will continue to develop and foster partnerships with local,
regional, national, and international organizations to assist in the management of
Monomoy and inform the conservation community of the work that we do. Monomoy
will continue to play a crucial role in the National Wildlife Refuge System by protecting
this critical nesting, feeding, and resting area for migratory birds along the Atlantic Coast.



