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Moving Forward
This newsletter updates the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service, 
we, our) progress on comprehensive 
conservation planning for Sunkhaze 
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge 
(refuge, NWR) and Carlton Pond 
Waterfowl Production Area.  Our 
last newsletter, in August 2011, 
described our draft vision 
statement, our draft goals for the 
refuge, and the results of the public 
scoping process.  

Since that time, we have been 
determining key issues, developing 
draft management alternatives, and 
evaluating the consequences of each 
of these alternatives. In the draft 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
(CCP) and Environmental 
Assessment (EA), we will present 
these different management 
alternatives and their associated 
effects.

Wilderness Review 
In addition to developing 
management alternatives, we are 
completing a wilderness review for 
these lands. Wilderness reviews are 
required elements of CCPs, are 
conducted in accordance with the 
national wildlife refuge planning 
process, and include compliance 
with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and regulations on public 
involvement. 

The purpose of a wilderness review 
is to identify and recommend to 
Congress the lands and waters of 
the National Wildlife Refuge 
System that merit inclusion in the 

National Wilderness Preservation 
System (NWPS). 

It is likely that at least one 
alternative in the draft CCP/EA 
will recommend wilderness 
designation for about 7,000 acres in 
the Sunkhaze Meadows unit of the 
refuge (see map).

Frequently Asked Questions
What is wilderness?
Wilderness areas, as defined by the 
Wilderness Act of 1964, are 
untrammeled (free from human  
control), undeveloped, and natural; 
offering outstanding opportunities 
for solitude and primitive 
recreation.

What does a wilderness 
designation mean for public use?
Wilderness visitors may hunt, fish, 
and observe and photograph 
wildlife if these activities are 
biologically sound, legal, and 
compatible with the refuge’s 
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primary mission of wildlife 
conservation. Other types of 
compatible public uses, such as 
cross-country skiing, canoeing, 
trapping, and hiking, may also be 
allowed in wilderness areas. Use of 
mechanized equipment (like 
motorized boats), and construction 
and maintenance of artificial 
structures (like kiosks and bridges) 
is usually not allowed in wilderness. 

How will a wilderness designation 
affect habitat management?
The Wilderness Act strives to 
minimize human influences on 
wildlife and to allow natural 
processes to control wilderness 
ecosystems, including fish and 
wildlife habitat, to the greatest 
extent possible. While wilderness 
designation does not prohibit active 
habitat management, it is usually 
limited. Restrictions on use of 
mechanized equipment, such as 
chain saws, applies to habitat 
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management as well, and is 
therefore usually not allowed.

Why are we considering this area 
of the refuge for wilderness 
designation? 
This area of the refuge is largely 
undeveloped and has ample 
opportunities for solitude. In 
considering areas for designation, 
we excluded parts of the refuge 
where there are existing roads and 
areas with habitat that we may want 
to actively manage in the future. 
Areas with trails and other 
improvements that have 
infrastructure needing regular 
maintenance were also avoided.

Who designates wilderness areas?
Congress must designate Federal 
lands qualifying as wilderness 
through legislation. 

Contact Information 
For additional information on 
Sunkhaze Meadows NWR, visit the 
refuge’s Web site at: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/me/
sunkhazemeadows/

You may also reach refuge staff at: 
Sunkhaze Meadows NWR

National Wildlife Refuge System
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035

c/o Maine Coastal Islands NWR
P.O. Box 1735
Rockland, ME 04841
Phone: 207/594-0600

For more information on the 
planning process please contact:
Lia McLaughlin, Refuge Planner
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035
Phone: 413/253-8575
Email: northeastplanning@fws.gov
Please put “Sunkhaze Meadows 
NWR” in the subject line.  

Notice for Public Meeting
An open house will be held 
at the Milford Town Hall. At 
the session, there will be the 
opportunity to speak with 
Service staff, as well as time to 
provide comments on potential 
wilderness designation.

Date:  February 9, 2011
Time:  6:30PM
Location:  
 Milford Town Hall
 62 Davenport St.
 Milford, ME 04461

For more information or if you 
are a person with disabilities 
who needs special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, 
please contact Beth Goettel at: 
207/557-7805. 

Requests for special 
accommodations should be 
made at least 5 business days in 
advance of this meeting.


