
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
NWRS - Refuge Planning
300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, MA 01035 Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife Refuge 

and Carlton Pond Waterfowl Production Area
Planning Newsletter

Sunkhaze Meadows NWR and Carlton 
Pond WPA Location

Comprehensive Conservation Planning

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(Service, we, our) is starting work 
on a comprehensive conservation 
plan (CCP) for Sunkhaze Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) and 
Carlton Pond Waterfowl Production 
Area (WPA).  The plan will establish 
management goals and objectives 
for all refuge programs over the next 
15 years. For example, our wildlife, 
habitat, land protection, and visitor 
services programs will all be evaluated 
during the planning process.

This planning project provides a unique 
opportunity for the Service to involve 
individuals and local communities in the 
long-term management of the refuge. 
You can play a significant role in the 
development of this far-reaching plan!

Who will be involved in developing the plan?

National wildlife refuge staff in Rockland, Maine, will lead the effort, with 
assistance from planners in the Service’s Northeast Regional Office. We have also 
invited other Service experts, as well as representatives from other Federal and 
State agencies and tribal governments, to serve on our core planning team.

We hope that you, and other interested groups and individuals, will participate 
in this planning process. We would like to hear your thoughts on current 
management, your vision for the future of the refuge’s biological and public use 
programs, or any other issues of importance to you.  
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Public Open Houses
You may also wish to participate in one of our public open houses to be held at the 
locations and times specified below. 

The purpose of the open houses is to identify preliminary issues to be considered 
in the development of the draft CCP. At the open houses, there will be short 
presentations explaining the planning process and existing refuge resources. After 
the presentations, we will record any comments you would like to provide. 

 April 12th, 2011 Milford, Maine
 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
 (Presentations will begin at 2:15 & 6:15)

 Location: Milford Town Hall
 62 Davenport St.
 Milford, ME 04461

Directions and additional information available at: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/
planning/Sunkhaze%20Meadows/ccphome.html or feel free to call the refuge.

If you are unable to attend the open houses, but would like to provide your 
comments and concerns, please share them with us via fax, phone, email, or letter 
using the contact information included in this newsletter. Please provide all issues-
identification comments by April 30, 2011.

April 13th, 2011 Unity, Maine
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
(Presentations will begin at 6:45)

Location: Unity College South Coop, 
Building 10, South Coop Art Gallery
90 Quaker Hill Road 
Unity, ME 04988 



Draft Goals
We developed the following draft goals to describe the desired future conditions 
of the refuge and to establish a framework within which to develop management 
objectives. 

Wetland Habitats Goal: Protect the biological integrity, diversity, and 
environmental health of Sunkhaze Meadows NWR and Carlton Pond WPA’s 
wetland habitats to protect water quality and sustain native plant communities, 
rare plants, and wildlife, including species of conservation concern.

Forest Habitats Goal: Promote the biological integrity, diversity, and 
environmental health of Sunkhaze Meadows NWR and Carlton Pond WPA’s 
forest habitats to protect water quality and sustain native plant communities, 
rare plants, and wildlife, including species of conservation concern.

Grassland and Shrubland Goal: Provide grassland and shrubland habitat at 
Benton and Sandy Stream Units to sustain a diversity of wildlife, emphasizing 
sedge wrens and other species of conservation concern.

Public Use Goal: Promote enjoyment and stewardship by engaging visitors, 
students, and nearby residents to experience the wetlands, woods, and wildlife at 
Sunkhaze Meadows NWR and Carlton Pond WPA.

Partnerships Goal: Communicate and collaborate with local communities, 
Federal and State agencies, local and Tribal representatives, and other 
organizations throughout Maine and the region to further the mission of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System.

Preliminary Issues and Categories
The refuge’s CCP Planning Team has already identified several categories of 
issues to be addressed within the planning process. We welcome your input and 
comments as it relates to these categories we have already identified. Feel free to 
offer additional considerations as well.

•	 Landscape Scale/Ecosystem-wide Issues 					   
(e.g. climate change, roles within regional land conservation, water quality)

•	 Land Management Issues 							     
(e.g. management, restoration, monitoring, inventories, research)

•	 Public Use Programs 							     
(e.g. range or quality of programs, access, conflicts, impacts)

•	 Use Conflicts and Compatability with Refuge System Mission 			
(e.g. appropriate uses in line with wildlife protection mandates required on 
refuges)

•	 Facilities, Infrastructure, Staffing	  					   
(e.g. safety, suitability, accessibility, additional needs)

•	 Community Relations/Outreach/Local Economy 				  
(e.g. tourism, quality of life, local impact)

•	 Agencies and Partner Coordination	  					   
(e.g. regional planning, technical assistance, volunteer opportunities)

•	 Special Designations (e.g. wilderness or wild and scenic river designations)
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Black tern on its nest

Contact Information
To learn more about Sunkhaze 
Meadows NWR and Carlton Pond 
WPA, please visit our website: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/
sunkhazemeadows/

You may reach refuge staff by 
telephone at 207-557-7805, or by email 
at Beth_Goettel@fws.gov.

To send comments or learn more about 
the planning process contact: 

Lia McLaughlin, Refuge Planner 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, MA 01035 
413/253-8575 
413/253-8468 Fax
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About the Refuge
Sunkhaze Meadows NWR and Carlton Pond WPA contain several units throughout 
central Maine. The refuge was established in 1988 to ensure the ecological integrity 
of the Sunkhaze Meadows peat bog and the continued availability of its wetland, 
stream, forest and wildlife resources to the citizens of the United States. The refuge 
is currently managed by Service staff based at the Maine Coastal Islands NWR in 
Rockland, Maine.

The Sunkhaze Meadows Unit is located in the Town of Milford, Penobscot County, 
Maine, approximately 14 miles north of Bangor. This unit protects the second-
largest peatland in Maine. It contains several raised bogs or domes, separated from 
each other by extensive areas of streamside meadows. Sunkhaze Stream bisects 
the refuge from the northeast to the southwest and, with its six tributaries, creates 
a diversity of wetland communities. The bog and stream wetlands, along with the 
adjacent uplands and associated transition zones, provide important habitat for 
many wildlife species. In the early 1990’s, the Benton and Sandy Stream Units were 
added to the refuge under the auspices of the 1990 Farm Bill. These small areas are 
respectively located in the towns of Benton and Unity, Maine. Both are managed 
for grassland-nesting birds, some of which are rare in Maine. Sunkhaze Meadows 
National Wildlife Refuge provides habitat for three plants, seven birds, two mollusks 
and three invertebrates listed as Endangered or Threatened by the State of Maine. 

Carlton Pond WPA is a 1,055-acre impounded wetland located in the town of Troy in 
Waldo County. The area was acquired by the Service in 1966 to protect the waterfowl 
and other wildlife associated with this area in central Maine. It is one of the few 
areas in the state which provides nesting habitat for black terns, which are listed as 
endangered by the State of Maine. Many other bird species, such as American black 
duck, golden eagle, bald eagle, and olive-sided flycatcher that use Carlton Pond WPA 
have been listed by partners as priority conservation species.

News Related to the Refuge
The Friends of Sunkhaze Meadows NWR will be holding their next quarterly 
meeting on Thursday, April 7th at 6:30 PM in the 1st Floor Conference Room of the  
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Office located at 650 State St. in 
Bangor. Come learn more about volunteering and being involved at the refuge.

Carlton Pond
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How Can I Get Involved? 
We are providing several opportunities 
for public participation. Below is a list 
of options we intend to use. We would 
be interested to know if you have other 
ideas you would like us to pursue.  

n Hold open houses (see cover)

n Provide a comment deposit box at        	
        the Milford and Unity town halls

n Provide a self-addressed 	  	
       issues workbook

n Develop informational newsletters

n Give presentations at town and  	
       community leadership meetings 	
       upon request

n Hold working group sessions and 	
        technical expert meetings if needed

n Continue partnerships

n Provide status updates on refuge 	
       planning website

We hope to engage local residents and 
community leaders in discussing ways 
to manage the refuge. Please contact 
us (see contact information included 
below) to let us know of your interest 
and to make sure you are on our mailing 
list. 

Draft Vision Statement

Sunkhaze Meadows NWR and Carlton 
Pond WPA are a tapestry of natural 
lands within central Maine.

The Sunkhaze Meadows Unit supports 
an expansive, intact peat bog system. 
The free-flowing Sunkhaze Stream and 
its tributaries meander through diverse 
habitats including raised peat domes, 
grassy wet meadows, and floodplain 
forests before joining the restored 
Penobscot River. Mature upland forests 
surround the wetlands, protecting 
this unspoiled landscape for future 
generations of plants, animals, and 
people.

Bobolink and sedge wren sing and 
woodcock dance in the large contiguous 
grassland and deer overwinter in a 
forest mosaic comprising the Benton 
Unit. Wood turtles and rare mussels are 
protected by the wide, shaded riparian 
forests of the Sandy Stream Unit.

Carlton Pond WPA is a beautiful wetland 
jewel amidst a pastoral landscape. Rare 
black terns nest in the emergent marsh, 
while bald eagles, bitterns, and marsh 
wrens forage amid the shallow open 
waters and emergent pickerelweed and 
wild rice.

Visitors experience wildness and find 
respite within nature throughout 
the year. In spring, birders observe 
migratory waterfowl and songbirds. 
Wildlife enthusiasts and anglers enjoy 
fishing, paddling, and hiking throughout 
summer. Hunters spend crisp autumn 
mornings stalking their prey. In winter, 
people snowshoe and ski through 
the silent woods. Through our close 
partnerships and programs, visitors gain 
further appreciation of conservation and 
are inspired stewards of nature.


