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INTRA-SERVICE SECTION 7 BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION FORM

Orlglnating Porsen:  Adhur Coppola
Telophone Humber:  302-684-8410

I. Region: Regicn 5 (Nodbaast)
IL Sarvice Acthity (Programic Malional Wikithe Refage Sysiem
. Peatimand Speceas ard Hab®ak:

A, Listed spacies polenlially presenl within the aclion area:

» Delmarva Fox Squirrel [DFS)  (Scivus niger cinersus;
«  Piping Plover  (Charadrius melods)

There |s no Federally-gesignaled critical habitat within the action area.

. Proposesd specias andior propoted crilical labilal wilhin (e aclion area
Mine

C. Candidabe species within he aciion ansa;
& Fod Kl | Cavliplvig carmalirg)

0. Include specsiabilal occumencs on 8 meg.
Habitsl nsaps are found in Chapler 3 of the finad CCPELS,

V. Goographss anes of SN nams and aclian;
Prima Hook Malicnal Wildile Feduge - Developmaeni of a Compreshonsive Conservation Plan,

A, Ecorogion Numbar and Mame: Ecotysiem No. 36 Defawans Riser/Delmana Coastal Ecosysiom
B. Dislanos (miles) and direction 1o neanesl owne The Reduga is lxcaled 5 mibes easl of Matan, DE.

Piime Hook Malicnal Wilkdlile Radups has prapafed & Comprshinahsa Consarvalion Plan (CCF) hal i wilal for
this siideiigpaisnd of M Raluge. Tho sl CCP will piovide sleelegie managoman] dinsclion ced Th nisl

15 years, by
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® prosiing & clear slalamenl of desired Mubure condilions for habilal, wildiile, visitor sorvices, and tacililies;
* providing Raluge raighbors, visilons, and pardners with & clear undarsioading of the ressons for

managansanl aclions:
= ensuing Refuge managemant rellects the policles ard goals of ihe Sysiem and legal mandates;

= pnauring the compalibility of curent and fulure public uses;
= pereiding long-tanm conlinuity and direclion for Reluge monagament; and
= prowiding direclion for slalling, operations, maintenance, and devaloping budgot requasis,

Tha Rsfuge Inprovement Act redquines thal il national wildlile refuges have a CCP in placa by 2002 12 hislp
Hudlil this mizsion of ha Sysbem,

With the Refuge localed in the mid-Allartic reglon ol the U5, Il provides significant, even erilical anounts
of habital for the majonity of wildife species known b0 ooour Blong U eael coasl. Thi Refugs condists of
o 10,000 acres with 34 differen| habital classificalions. The capstal lacalion of the Refuge alto makes

theam pari of & maer migration coirkder bor 8 vasloty of birds, ncuding waledow, walerbinds, raplors, and
songhirds,

V. Localion:
baps are found In Chapéers 1 thiough 3 o he final CCREIS,

A Ecoregion Mumber and Name:  Ecosysien Mo, 38 Delaware RiverDelmana Coastal Ecosyslam

B. County and Slate:  Sussex County, Dalwars

€. Seclion, lowmship, and range (or laltude and longiludal):

D. The Reluge headquaters is localed al lalilude 38 degrees, 408" and longitude -75 degroes, 14°54°
E. Distance (e} and dinsclion o neanes] iwn:  The Feduge is localed 5 miles east of Milion, DE
F. Specheshabilol gcournenca:

» Dedmarva Fox Squirrels s oasccinbed wilh borosbed habilate or the reluge, primarily inhabiting a coe aoa
moar [he rofuge headguariers area of the refuge, in Uit IIL

= Piping plovers are associated wilh inlertidal or strand habilals, Piping plovers have been nobed on
overwash areas of he boach along 1he refuge’s easiem boundary. Howevor, there has boen ro conlfinmed
reading an the refupe documenisd s

= Red Knots e @ candidate species which may use tho refuge duing migeation. 1L is gonarally resiiced io
the overerash and beach argas bul oocasionally mary move infand and use mixdilats,

Arhough diefisied in 2007, the bald eagle is also presant on the reuge and ils proloction through managamsnl
I8 alill & consideration far iy refugae,

For moma inharmabion and dolads, please reder 10 chapber 3, “Alfaciod Environmant” of tha linal CCPELS.

Wi, Descriplion of proposed aclion (allach addilional pages as noeded);
Thir propesed aclions and allernatives selocled by the Service ane desoribed in Chapter 2 of the linel COPEIS.

Wi Dedorminabion of eflecis:

Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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A, Explanation of efiocts of e pcion on species: in ilem (112
Rofier to Chaploer 4 of the linal CCPERS for mono information and doladls.

The proposed actions provide mone podential habital lor fish and wildife spocies native 1o Bho wabns,
wailands, and lorest associpied with the Delmyare RivenDedmarve Ecosysiom, Prime Hook NWH plans o
prosenda, manage, and resione scma of the lns! signilicant nabuad areas bor wildiile in Dalmware. The Redupe’s
proposed actions will inconpormte mathads. such ns restoradion, habital managensenl, andiod monilodng of
insporiand wildliie habilals, ranging from coastal sysiems lo mature [orests. The propossd managamen! BeSons
peaseried in the CCP will provide suppgand for threalened and endangered species in addilion lo Pundvods of
specios ol migratary birds and ofher wiidiile wilhin (he Allangic Fiyway,

From lha finad COPEES, (Chapber 4, Allernative B, the Sorvice-Pralered Allernaitos), Goals One wough Four
oillini tha propedsd presersation, restoalion. and managemend of barar besch and allivash hallste,
harests, e walland impourdnsent comphes:, and eary successional habitals. Propased sclions inchds
raforestalion of subslontial potontsl Delmarva Fox Squirred habital, restocalion of sall naarsh within (he
impoundad welland complex, and prolection of besch overvash habitals crealed in ceitain paits al e reluge,
which woull bo suitablo kor pising plovers skl md knoks.

Tha Service snncunced in July 2007 the final decislon g remove the bakd eagle froen the lisi of threabened nnd
endangeed speches. Alter 40 yaors of consenvasion ofiors, sagle popalntions have rebounded and no kanjes
nped Endangened Spocies Al probaction.

Tho refugn has: wo aclive Bald eaghe nosls. The Sorvice will ofectiwaly manilar the species in copamlion
wiilh thia slales for & mininm of fve yeors after delisting. The posi-teSsling monbaning plan provides & solid
kmmiswnek fof sunieying saghes and decusmanting eoghs success aller delislng. The monilonng plan |3
designed 1o irack (he population stalus of bald aagles in e lower 48 stales by sasmpling Ihe numbses ol
henseding padrs, skmilar io By curronl monilonng mepihods, The moniioding plen s nol inbended a monilor
causal faciomn such os dncunssiancss (hal “disturb” bald eaglas o their habital, o torm defined wnder Bald and
Goldan Eagle Proteclion AcL W will conlinue 16 monilof thal nest and amy ness ones locabed on [he Relugs,
Bald eaghes are protecied by bva olher majgor feceral kres: the Bald and Golden Eagle Probection Act and th

Migralory Bird Traaty AcL

Infornsalion on the accurrence of listed speciea and iheir habilats i frequantly updaled; thus, Refuge stall wil
conlinwg 1o consull wilh he Service's Ecological Sendces [ES) Branch,

B. Explanalion ol actions 1o be implemeniod |o reduce advetss ellects:
As explained above, we believs thal implemestation ol Ihe proferrod allsmative in the GEP wil resull in sithar
complaloly benefical ellects o e sbed speces deseribed above: or hal any direct, indirec, or cumukalive
auverse ellects thal may resull will be no more an inskgniica of disccuntalie. In erder to ersure hal
habital resloration sctvilies and othar nxnagoniont pelioes i Ested species habital will have no adverse
oty T aetioes wil b perfarmied outssdn islod species growingbreeding seasonal windows.

VIl EMecl dalaeminalion and respanse requestod: | = oplional]

A, Lisi spociesidesignaied critical habital;
Detoomination Response roquostied

Mo affectiMo advarse modification
Spocies:
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May aftocy, bul is nat likely 1o siversely aflost
spacipaiatvorsaly mdlidy critical hakitat

Species:
1) Delmarva Fox Squirel (any ellects complolely bonalicial)

2) Piping Plover [any @lfscts comglelely banaficial)
3) Red Knot {any effecls completely beneficial)
et CONICHFFRIECD

May affect, and ks likoly o advorsely affect
gpociosiadvorsaly modify critical habitat

Spocies: Hane Formal Consultalion

A ,::I]IH" Lf;// éf i :/,.a w

Slgnature

Rofugo Managar, Prime Hoak NWR

I, Raviewing ES0 Evalanlion:
i
A, Condunencn Ma-Boniunisnon

0. Farmal consullation mquined

€. Conberenca requinsd
0. Inlamnal conleroncs nouimd
E. Rorarks [allach addilional pagos as nesded).

Hut> Fed sgevscc apyzaars

Signalure
[Talberallico of rovirsing officinl]

Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan
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