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This blue goose, designed by J.N. “Ding” 

Darling, has become the symbol of the 

National Wildlife Refuge System. 

 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, 
protecting, and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 
American people. The Service manages the 150-million acre National Wildlife Refuge System 
comprised of more than 550 national wildlife refuges and thousands of waterfowl production 
areas. It also operates 70 national fish hatcheries and 81 ecological services field stations. The 
agency enforces Federal wildlife laws, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally 
significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, administers the 
Endangered Species Act, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts. It also 
oversees the Federal Assistance Program which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in 
excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state wildlife agencies. 
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Refuge Vision Statement 

 
Amid the clamor of thousands of birds, huge flocks of migrating waterfowl alight on freshwater 
marshes while bald eagles soar overhead. Sweeping vistas of expansive wetlands, interspersed 
with cattail-stands and forest, invite a closer look at areas teeming with a diversity of migratory 
birds and other wildlife. These are some of the images that reward and inspire visitors of 
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. Nestled in the heart of New York State’s pastoral Finger 
Lakes region, the refuge is an essential link in an international network of wetlands and 
conservation lands. The refuge belongs to a coalition of partners which make up the Montezuma 
Wetlands Complex, part of what once was historically a 50,000-acre swamp and marshland 
where the sky is often “black with ducks.” Through the collaboration of current and newly 
forged partnerships, the refuge continues to demonstrate and promote wise and responsible 
resource stewardship and showcase wetland restoration management practices applied on a 
landscape level to benefit both wildlife and people. 
 
Visitors of all ages and abilities feel welcome at the refuge and enjoy spectacular wildlife 
viewing opportunities. The refuge continues to be an important component of the local economy 
and community, and provides a full complement of quality wildlife-dependent recreation, 
education and interpretation programs, and other public uses. We work closely with our friends, 
local citizens, and partners to enhance and improve nature-based tourism through community 
outreach, education, and advocacy. 
 
We hope all refuge visitors from everywhere continue to value Montezuma National Wildlife 
Refuge for enhancing their quality of life. Within the National Wildlife Refuge System, 
Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge is treasured for conserving wetlands and wildlife and 
providing inspirational outdoor experiences for present and future generations of Americans. 
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This Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) and the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
analyzes three alternatives for managing the 9,184-acre Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge 
(NWR) over the next 15 years. Following is a brief overview of each alternative: 
 
Alternative A: This alternative is referred to as our “No Action” or “Current Management” 
alternative, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Under this 
alternative, no major changes to our biological, public use, or administrative management 
practices would occur. 
 
Alternative B: This is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) preferred alternative. It 
represents the objectives and strategies recommended by the planning team for best achieving 
the refuge’s purposes, vision and goals, and responding to public issues. Under this alternative, 
we would focus more on habitat restoration of emergent wetlands and upland forests, and the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
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species of conservation concern in these areas. Public use opportunities would be expanded to 
include opening the refuge to youth and fall turkey hunting and providing increased access for 
fishing. Opportunities for wildlife observation and photography would be increased with the 
addition of an observation tower, discovery areas, photography blinds, and new trails.  
 
Alternative C: Under this alternative, there would be less emphasis on active habitat 
management on the refuge, and most emergent marsh habitat for migrating waterfowl would be 
converted to bottomland floodplain forest. Hunting on the refuge would be expanded to include 
higher quality turkey hunting. 
 

CCPs provide long-term guidance for management decisions and set forth goals, objectives, and 

strategies needed to accomplish refuge purposes and identify the Service’s best estimate of future 

needs. These plans detail program planning levels that are sometimes substantially above 

current budget allocations and, as such, are primarily for Service strategic planning and 

program prioritization purposes. The plans do not constitute a commitment for staffing 

increases, operational and maintenance increases, or funding for future land acquisition.
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