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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for 
conserving, protecting, and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the 
continuing benefit of the American people. The Service manages the 95-million acre 
National Wildlife Refuge System comprised of more than 545 national wildlife refuges 
and thousands of waterfowl production areas. It also operates 65 national fish hatcheries 
and 78 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces Federal wildlife laws, 
manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves 
and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, administers the Endangered Species 
Act, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the 
Federal Assistance Program which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise 
taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state wildlife agencies.

Comprehensive Conservation Plans provide long term guidance for management decisions 
and set forth goals, objectives, and strategies needed to accomplish refuge purposes and 
identify the Service’s best estimate of future needs. These plans detail program planning 
levels that are sometimes substantially above  current budget allocations and, as such, 
are primarily for Service strategic planning and program prioritization purposes. The 
plans do not constitute a commitment for staffing increases, operational and maintenance 
increases, or funding for future land acquisition.
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 “The Missisquoi River delta is known as an important international resource for 
the people of the United States and Canada. The Missisquoi Refuge is recognized 
for its role in maintaining the ecological integrity of the river delta, providing 
breeding, staging, and migration habitat for thousands of waterfowl and other 
fish and wildlife. Education, research, and wildlife-dependent recreational 
opportunities are available, insofar as they are compatible with Refuge health 
and protection. Refuge staff partner with local, state, and federal agencies, 
local organizations and communities, and individuals to sustain a healthy Lake 
Champlain ecosystem for current and future generations.”

“The future of the Missisquoi Refuge and the sustained integrity of the river 
delta ecosystem relies on continued understanding of the past and present 
biological processes and human influences that created and maintain this large 
wetland complex. The cultural resources at the Refuge provide valuable insight 
into the history and way of life of native peoples. The Refuge is a welcoming 
destination for our neighbors and other visitors seeking to enjoy and learn about 
the history and wildlife of the Missisquoi River delta and the National Wildlife 
Refuge System.” 

Refuge Vision 
Statement
Refuge Vision 
Statement
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Two alternatives, including a Preferred Alternative and a No Action/Current 
Management Alternative, are described and compared for the 6,592-acre 
Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge. The two alternatives are:

This alternative is the No Action alternative required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act. Selection of this alternative would maintain the status 
quo; there would be no change to current management practices. This alternative 
serves as the baseline from which to compare the other alternative.

Expand Biological Monitoring and Enhance Public Awareness and Education. 
This alternative represents our Proposed Action; that is the alternative 
recommended for approval. Selection of this alternative would strengthen the 
Refuge biological program through greater and improved collection of pertinent 
wildlife and habitat data that would guide management decisions and actions. 
This alternative would also enhance public awareness and education. Refuge 
involvement in collaborative, interagency, watershed-based planning and 
restoration initiatives would increase.
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