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Flanning: What iz it Who is leading
the effort? Why is this planning
effort starting now?

= Ahont Missisquoei Mational
Wildlife Refuge

* Getting imvabved in the planning

* Missisquoi Mational Wildlifa
Rafuge draft goak and vision state-
ment

* Jz=nes Workbook

* Planning Schedule

* Next Staps

Open Houses

‘The refiygs will be hosting 2 open
honees for the public. We invite you
to come and share your ideas about

the refags.
(rpen Housas

Detober 24, 2000 T:0ipm

Ewanton ¥Village Muonicipal Complex
Largs Mesting Room

Ewanton, Vermont

Dectober 25, 2000 T:00pm
&t. Albans Tam Educational Center
&t. Albans, Vermont

Dectober 26, 2000 T00pm
University of Vermoent Carmpus
Adkcen Centar, Room 104
Burlington, YVermaont

1.5, Fish & Wildlife Service

Missisquoi National Wildlife
Refuge Newsletter

Spring 2000

Comprehensive Consarvation Plans

The 1.5, Fish and Wildlife Sarvics & starting work on a leng-term plan for
Miesizqued Mational Wildlife Refuge. A practizal goids will be prepared for
managing the refuge and protecting important wildlife habitat for the next 10
to 16 years. This guide will be called a Comprehensive Conservation Flan
{CCPL

Thizs CCP for Misskqual National Wildlife Refuges aill:

* Crtline the direction and expectations of management operations of the
Refuge for the next 10-15 years

= (Clarify the role the Refoge will sontinne te play as part of the M ational
Wildlife Rafuge Systemn and in loeal sommuanities,

* ldentify how the Refuge can best help protect important habitats and
Epecies

= Establish which public uses are compatible with managing for wildlife

This planning effort provides a unique opportunity for the Service to imvolve
individuals and local sommunities in the long-+term managemsnt of your
Hational Wildlife Refuges. You can play a significant role in the development.
af this long4erm plan.

T develop anch a plan, the Refuge nesds your help arswering the following

questions:

= Haowr are we doing with habitat and wildlife management and protection,
public uss, endangered speciss, and partnerships?

= What could the Service do better for wildlife and for yoa?

* Howr can we work together?

Missisguoi
Nottowal Wildive Kefuge

Mismsguot National Wildlife
Refpuge, established in 1543, is
focated on the exstern shore of Loke
Champlain wear the Canadion
border in FPranklin Coundy
Verowent, The wfuge heodgunriers
14 fwn miles novikwest of Swondon,
an Koude T8
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Why is this planning effort starting
mow?

In Getober 1997, Congress passad
the Mational Wildlife Refuge System

Improvement Act. It establiEhes the

mission of the Befuge System, a new
procass of determining eompatilbsle
public use activities on refuges, and
requires us to prepars CCPs for each
refuge. The Refuge Improvement.
Agt states that, firet and forernoet,
the Mational Wildlife Refuge System
st foee on wildlife sonssrvation.

Digging for clues! Vieitors io
Miaateguo Nafionel Wildlife Refuge
ruey heve noticed the aveheologists
and mithropologiats working on the
Refuge. These researchers are
Iookimg for artifacte of Missiaguot'’s
rich eulfural history. [ISFWE Phoio

Mational Wildlife Rofage System
Mizsion

"To administer o national nafwork
o lexnde end wekera for the comaeri-
fiom, rorRagemend, and where
appropriate, restoration of the fisk,
wildlife, end pland resovress and
their hobitats within the [ited
Siantee fine the bengfit of present and
Judure penerafions of Awericens,

E-2

Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge
Planning

Who's Leading This Effort?

The 1.5, Fish and Wildlife Baprviee, The Service is the Federal ageney re-
gponsible for conserving, protecting, and enhancing the nation's fish and
wildlife popalations and their habitats for the continoing benefit of people.
The Bervice has major responsibilities for migratory birds and fish,
endangered spesies, and cartain marine mammals.

The Bervice also manages the National Wildlife Refuge Systemn, the worlds
largest collection of lands set. aside specifically for the protection of fish and
wildlife populations and habitatzs. The refuge system began in 1908, when
President. Theodore Roogevelt degignated Pelican Island, a 3-acre pelican and
heron rookery in Florida, as a bird sanctnary. Teday, there are more than 500
national wildlife refuges from Alaska to Poerte Kice that encompass more
than 3 million acres of the nation's best wildlife habitat. Hational wildlife
refuges typically offer a variey of recreational opportunities and many have
visitor centers, wildlife trails, and environmental education programs. Ma-
tivrwide, more than 34 million visitors hunt, fish, obhesrve and photograph
wildlife, or participate in interpretive activities on refuges each year

The Refuge

Miz=izqnoi Hational Wildlife Refige was established in 1243 under the Migra-
tory Bird Comservation Act. As one of the earliest refuges established with
Migratory Bird fiunds, it sontimies to protect premiere habitat for migrating
hirds, especially waterfowl. The 6,502-acre refuge protects the Missisqued
River dalta’s marches, open water, old fislds, and wonded swamps. The
Refuge and surreanding area eombine Lo provide important feeding, resting,
and bresding habitats for migratory bivds, particularly waterfowl.

Thea CCP will address long-term plans for the pefuge. Publie uses, such as
fighing, hunting, beating, wildlife observation, wildlife photography, interpre-
tation snd emvirenmental adoestion will be evaluated. Habitat managemeant
for migratory waterfow] and sther species, and management practices for the
stata-listed spiny soft shelled tortle will be addressed. With help from Refuge
partners oppartunitiss for land protection will be proposed The Refoge leoks
forward to hearing what ideas you have about Missiquol MWE.

Appandix E. Pubic Scoping Repart in Rafuge Newslaar
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Missisquoi National Wildlifo Refuge
Goals

1. Maintain a healthy and diverse
river delta ecosystem with a full

range of natural processes, natural
community types, and the full spec-
trum of native plants and animals.

2. Probest and enhance federal trust
respurces (migratory birds,
interjurisdictional fich, threataned
and endangered species) and other
spercies of gpecial eonearn.

3. Fostar ecopsrative actions and
partnerships with local sommunities,
agencies, organizations, and the
Provines of Quebes to promote and
farther refiygs goals,

4. Foster public undersianding and
appreciation of the value of the
Miestequoi Biver delta ecosyetem
and the rale of the Missizquoed
Mational Wildlife Refuge in
protecting and sustaining this

vahahle resonres,

6. Inmcrease public awarensss and
understanding of the role of the
Mational Wildlife Refuge System and
the need for fish and wildlife

management. through promoeting
priority public uses (Big &) where
compatible

Issues Workbook

Gotting Imvohved

You ean help us foens oar planning effort on thoess things that matter to you
and your community. Your commentswill assist us in identifying the bast
alternatives for long-term management of Missisqued Mational Wildlife

Refuges.

This newsletter has been mailed to everyone on our mailing list and will be
handed oat te everyone whoe attends the Open House mestings. The folloer-
ing workbook provides an effective way for us to share background informa-
tion and to hear your ideas and coneerns on important issues affecting the
Refuge. We have compilad a list of questions to provide a basis for comparing
your eomments with otherawe receive. Answer any or all that are important
to you. Feel free to add additicnal eomments in the spaces provided, attach
additional pages, give us a call, Email, or write us at the address provided on
the last page.

The comments we receive in the workbooks and at the public meeting s will
help us identify E=ues and develop goals and ohijestives

Valuos, Vision and the Sarvice's Role

1. How many times a year do you visit MEsiquod National Wildifs

Refuga? (Pleass indieats the approdimate nomber of days yon visit per year)
Never

15

h25

25-50

S0+

2. What do you value most about the Missisqued N ational Wildlife Rafoge?
With a larger pergpective in mind, what do youvalne most about the
Missisquoi Kiver basin?

4. What do you consider to be the most important is=sue facing the refuoge’
this area?

Appandix E. Public Scoping Raportin Rafuge Newslatar
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Vision Statement
Looking Ahead to 2015

The Missiaquod river delta is an interns-
tional resource of importance for the
people of the United States and Canada.
The Missisqood Mationsl Wildlife Refoge
i= a critieal link in the meintenancs of the
ecological integrity of this river dalta
which provides bresding, staging, and
migrstion hakdtat, for thonsands of
waterfos and other migratory birds
anmually. The T.E. Figh and Wildlifa
Bervice, along with cur partners, eollabo-
rate with other conservation afforts to
reach out and forge broad alianess to
protect and manage this vast and diverss
resouree to sustain a healthy ecogystem
for futurs generationg.

The Refuge peotecta the largest and
miet diverze wetland eomplex in the
upper Lake Champlain basin. The
diverse floral eommuni ty is oversksd-
owed ooly by the famnal diversity
represented by the multi tude of migrs-
tory bird species that use the Hafuge,
The future of the Missisquod NWE and
the sustained integrity of the river deta
ecogyatem relies on the noderstanding of
the binlpical peocezses that crested and
maintain this large wetland complex and
the human influenes on the past, present,
and fisture wzesof the area

Migsisquod WWE isa welcoming
destination for those who wish toleamn
aboat the Missizquol river delta and the
history and wildlife of the Refuge.
Enjoyed by backyard nedqghbors aa well
s pew viaitors, the refige offers unique
opportunities to purene oaidoor-related
activities much as hunting, fishing,
wikilife observation, photography,

The cultural resourees at the Refige
and way of life of early Native
Americans Understandicg this history
i= critieal to the understanding of humsn
activity on the river delta,

Issues Workbook

4. What do you think of cur Visien Statement, and goals (ses sidebar pg. 8
and 4) Any commentsFuggestions?

5. What technical services would you like Refuge staff to provide to your
local comrmunity? {check if approprists)

wetlands managerment,

management. of endangered species
management to benefit wildlife

Land protestion funding

contrel of invasive plant and animal species
vohlintesr opportunities

grants for habitat managsment
fishinghunter eduecation

environmental education

(rthar:

O pportumites for people
Environmental education, interpretation, fishing, lnnting, photography, and
wildlife obearvation are soreiderad to be priority opportunities for peopla on

Mational Wildife Refoges. These apportunitics are made available and
managed bazssd on the needs of wildlife at aach refuga,

1. What are your favorite activites to engage in while on the refuge?

Appandix E. Pubic Scoping Repart in Rafuge Newslaar
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events, such ar this, ore o nobeal
proceades corimon to the river delio,

Planning Schodule

Cretishear 2000
Open houses to identifly issues and
opportanitiss for the refuga

Ongeing
Mestings with ageneies, groups, and
other interested partners

Through May 2001
Diefining izsnes, developing
strategies and altarnatives

Fall 2001
Direaft CCPf Environmental
Arsessment relessed and distribated

Winter 2001
Final CCPY Environmental

Premier birding. Miesequoi NWH iz

Issues Workbook

2. What improvements, changes or new activities are neaded to provide
hettar servics to the public?

3. Do our recreational facilities mest your needs? (trails, parldng, signs, ete.)

Habitat and Wildlife

MWHhs are actively managed to maintain and improve the quality of fish and
wildlife habitats. Healthy ecosystems inclade a diversity of native habitats

and species. Refuges are managed to maintain and improve conditions for

native figh, wildlife, and plants and their natoral communities. Emphasis s
placed on threstened and endangered species, and migratory birda

1. What changes or improvements conld be made in habitat and for species
management on the Refoge?

2. Are there specific areas within the Morthern Lalke Champlain Basin that,
in your opinion, need protaction? If o, please list them here, and explain why
yor think they are important.

Appandix E. Public Scoping Raportin Rafuge Newslatar
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Issues Workbook

8. Which options should the 1.8 Figh and Wildlife Servics pursue in proted-
ing important habitats that are not currently in a National Wildlife Refoge?
(Please check your top 8 choiees)

land acquisition

conservation easements

purchasing development rights

partnerships with private land cwmners

working with the State

environmental edueation

hahbitat restoration

ni active imvolrement

othar (pleage specify)

) e

Fishingisfun| Refuge staffofera
verriety of apecial progrema and
activitics exch year. [ISFWE Pholo

rEAEEDOEE

What are the Next Steps? Administration

‘The following are the primary stepe . What concerns do you have about the Refuge? What is working well?
of the comprehersive planning What iz not? How can we improve?
proassss

1. Compils existing information on
natnral resonress and publis use
2. Identify resource issues, opporto-
nitiss, and ideas
& Identify resouree gosls
4 Tdentify al t to 2. Are there groups we ghould work with to impreve opportunities for wildifa
protact fish and wildlife, resohve 204 pecplet
the identified izsnes, and moet
goak

5. Prepare a Draft Comprehensive
Corservation Plan and emviroen-

mental assessment. for pablic
review

6. Evaluate comments, revise dreaft
plan, and adopt. the final plan for
the refuge 3. Have you, or are you plarming to, attend one of the Open Houses?

The Refage is addressing steps 1 and Tee Mo
2 at this time. Your thoughts and
comments ars important to help

identify the sues and opportunities

Lo corsider in the plan.

Appandix E. Pubic Scoping Repart in Rafuge Newslaar
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Issues Workbook

That is it! Thanks for your time!

Please forerard your workbook to:

Impartant: Moa that yon are finished, please separats pages 3-T, put them into
Lindsay Krey the salf-addrezsed ervelops and drop it in the mail by Desember 16, 2000,
400 Weatgate Conter Din Wie'll let you know the results as soon as we can. Please help us keep ouar
Hadley, MA 01035-0550 mailing list updated by completing the following,.
by Decemnber 15, 2000, W ook Are You on the Mailing List?
forward to hearing from youl

If you wish to receive future mailings about the Missisquoi NWE Compre-
Plesse eontact us if you have any hersive Conservation Plan, please fill in the information requested baloar
questions or nesad additional informa-
tion. Also, we would be happy to __ (Yes) Eeep me on your mailing list
meet with your group or organization _ (Yes)Add me tothe mailing list to receive future information about,
to discnss this process. the CCF Process

(Mo} Please take me off your mailing list
Mark 8weeny, Refuge Manager
871 Horth River Btrest Mame:
Swranton, VI 0564880168 (il emse: it
phone: (302) 863-4T51 Address:
email:
FWaEW_MEQMNWRG feagov Torarn: States Zip:

ﬁ If you are acting in an official capacity as the representative of an crganiza-
tion, pleaze complete the following twoe items.

Organization:

Title:

Thank you for your contribation to your Wational Wildlife Refage!

Thea future of the MissiEquel HWER and the snstained integrity of the river
delta ecosystem relies on the understanding of the biolgical processes that
created and maintain this large wetland complex and the human influence an
the past, present, and future nses of the ares.

Important: Pleasa realize that names oo the Comprehensive Conservation Flan

P b S mailing list become part of the pablic record for the planning process. The Service
{7 : o T must release these names, if someane requests it, under the provisions of the Pree-

an theportod nesfing wreo fOr Hany

epecics, inchuding these herome. Slgnatire: Data:

[EFWE Photo

Appandix E. Public Scoping Raportin Rafuge Newslatar E7
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E-8

Missisguol National Wildlife
Refuge

ED 2, Route T3

Swanton, VT 05482-0163
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Important facts about

newsletter responses
Newsletler responses are
instrumental to the planning
proeess, Thank you for taking
time to eomplete and zend in your
responae] We've summarized all
the responses received before
Fabhruary 14th in this newsletber

It i= important to remember a
few Mels regarding these
FEApHIEEE:

= All responses are mportant to
this planning process.,

= Home opinions may not reflect
the goals or policy of the 118, Fish
and Wildlife Serviee and may ot
be Implemented,

= HResponses do not represent a
random sample, rather the
individual opinion of thoss who
received a newsletter, and toak
time to eomplets and return it

National Wildlife Refuge

System Mission

“To adminiater o rofional net-
work of lands aad weters for the
conaervaiion, management, ond
wifigre appropriate, restoralion of
the fink, wildlife, and plaont
vespuvees awd their habitats
within the United States for the
benefit of presend and fufurs
gerermiions of Americans,”

Missisquoi National Wildlife

Refuge Newsletter 2
Spring 2001

The 118, Fish and Wildlife Service s developing a long-term plan for
Missisquol National Wildlife Refuge This plan will be a practical guide for
mansging the refuge and protecting important wildlife habitat for the next 10
to 16 years. This puide will be called & Comprehensive Conservation Plan
(CCPY. As an important part of this planning procees, we have been collect-
ing mpat from the public, conservation organizations, and local and atate
government agencies, This newsletler s an update on the status of this
effort and summarizes comments we have heard so far

Oar firet newslatier was mailed in October, 2000 to more than 600 people, 1t
was alao made availahle to refuge visitors and those who attended our public
meetings. Over 60 workbooks were returned, Additionally, in October we
hosted three open houses in Sewanbon, 5t Albans, and Burlington, We hoped
to gather information and ideas from local residents, sdjscent landowners,
refupre vigitors, and other organizations from both of these efforts.

We received a mumber of good suggestions and ideas, While somments
varied, it was elear that most people believe that Misslequed National Wildlife
Refuge i 5 special place, with unique natural resources and valuable recre-
akion opportunities. Almost everyone who responded to the workbooks said
that the management and protecton of Missisqued National Wildlife Refuge
ia wery important. Most were also exeited about the potential for new and
axpandad public uas programa a8 a result of the new headqguarters freility,
W hope you will take tme Lo review the comments we reeeived,

Missisquoi
National Wildlife Refuge

Migsisguol National Wildlife
Fefuge, established in 1548 i3
Ineated on the enslern shove of Lake
Champlein near the Conodion
horder in Fronklin Cownty,
Vermoni. The refuge headquoviers
if i miles northices! of Swanlon,
om Routs T8

Appandix E. Public Scoping Raportin Rafuge Newslatar
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Workbook Responses

What do you consider to be the mast important issue facing the

Refuge/ this area?

Nearly a third of the respondents felt that public use issues were the most

important facing the area. Many respondents were cancerned about the
averuse of Missisquoi Mational Wildlife Befuge (Befuge) while others re-
auested that more areas be open for pablic use activides, particularly huat-
ing and fishing., Another important issue sddressed was water qualiby.
Many reapandents expressed concert over the water gquality in the bay and
river. Management and conservation of the Refuge natural resources was
anather for some, Many people expressed their appeeciation for the unigue
habitut and wildlife opportunities the Refuge offers, Respondents expressed
concern over the impacts development in the area has on natural resourees,
Other items of interest included the development of the new headquarters
facility, Native American imvolvement with the Befuge, invasive speciea
control, Route T8 expansion, and stalling deficiencies at the Hefuge,

Who responded to our
workbook?

Mmost half of those responding to
our workbook wisit Missisquod
Mational Wildlife Refuge 1-5 timea
per year. We were excited to find
that the other half visit the refuge
mare than five times per vear, with
four respondents stating they visit
the refuge over 5 times per year!
We were also pleased to receive
eomments from & sumber of
conservation organizations In the
areas as well as many residents,
Thanks for giving us your time
and your thoughta.

L -
-

e o

- 5
- L _'uru
|

.I.!

i

3

Many visitors to Miseisguoi NWR
ERjoy speciol programs presendoed
by Eefuge staff

E10

Mony respondenis suggested ol
Refieps sta)l condinuwe to monibor
nctivites on the Refuge and get
mare involved with activities i the
commamaTy

What do you value most about the Missisquoi NWR? With a larger
perspective in mind, what do you value most about the Missisquoi
River basin?

Fifty one percent of the respondents specifically stated they valed
Misatsquol WWE most for ita wildlife and habitat valee, OF that 51%, 12%
noted that the value is in part because of the diversity of flora and fauna as
well i the great number of unique species and habitat types, Another 25%
valued the Kefuge most for its protection of this habitat from development
and gome specifically stated they appreciated having publie land in thedir

community. A mumber of comments celebrated the Refuge's sutstanding
waterfow] hunting opportanities. Others valuad the wildlife obeervation,

fshing, environmental edueation, and photography opportunities the most.

Are there specific areas within the Northern Lake Champlain Basin
that, in your opinion, need protection? If so, please list them here, and
explain why you think they are important.

Respondents offered a variety of sugpestions for areas to be protected. Here
are just a few

= Wetland, floodplain forest areas

Wetlands regardless of slze

Bock River Basin, Plke River Basin, South River, Chazy Rivers

Isle Lo Motte Coral Keef

Hing's Hay wetland complexae

Misgisquoi River riparian lands, wildlife travel corridors, wetland
funetions

Spiny saft-shell turtle habitat

Stagring areas for migratory birds and sensitive habital such as

nesting, basking, and overwintering areas for spiny soft-shell turtles

@ & ® ®m ®
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We asked respondents to check
technical services they thought
would be appropriate for Refuge
staff involvement.

Following is a list of those services
and the number of respondenta
that supported each method:

22 Wetlands managerment

* 19 Management of
endangered species
Management to benelit
wildlife

Land protection funding
Crontral of invasive plant
and animal species

« 18  WVolunteer opportunities

= 1T (rants for habitat
FRLATEFERLANL

= 31 Fishinghunting education

* 26 Environmentsl Education

=

= 14
» 33

Are thers groups wa should
work with to improve
opportunities for wildlife and
people?

Respondents offered a number of
sugpeationg for invalvement in the
CCP process, We madled a
newslatter in November to many
of the new contacta. The Refuge
will continne to reach out to the
commuonity for inpat in the
planning process,

Workbook Responses

What improvements, changes or new activities are needed to provide

better service to the public?

Respondents offered many comments on improvements and ehanges the
EBefuge eould make. A number of respondents are anxdous to see the Refuge
offer new edueational programs and facilities. They axprasesd an interast in
seeing the new headooarters fasility completed. Some people sugpested that
the Refuge nesds to be eagier to contact and provide better information to
the publie regarding its purpose and activities. Several people suggested the
Refuge post special information on o website and distribute more brochures
and resding materisl to the community.

Along with interest in educational programs, several reapondenta requested
more guided progeama and walls, hers pupgested additional wildlife
observation platforms and wildliife viewing opportunitics along trails and
overlooks. However, several respondents were concerned about expanding
access and opportunities that might disturb habitst and wildlife. At least
three respondents were concerned aboot balancing hunting and fishing
activities with other non-consumptive nzea.

A number of people addressed difficulties accessing the Refuge primarily
for wildlife viewing snd hunting, and suggested making easier access points
for handicapped visitors., Others proposed opening all Kefuge roads and
boat rarmps for public access,

Many respondents commented on hunting on the Refuge. Some reguested
that more aress be open to the publie, while others requested thet hunting
regulations should be better posted and controlled. Beveral respondents
requested that duck blind staking along the Hefuge boundary be better
controfled. At least one respondent wished that hunting be closed on the
Refuge,

Other respondents commented on the importance of emphasizing s variety of
species in the management of the Befuge. One pereon sugpested the Refuge
construct more nest structures. It was also noted that the Refuge neads
additional staffing,

Appandix E. Public Scoping Raportin Rafuge Newslatar
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Which options should the U.5.
Fish and Wildlife Service
pursug in protecting important
habitats that are not currently
in a National Wildlife Refuge?
Following is a list of suggested

dents that supparted each one:

= 2 land acquizition

* PG comservation epsements

= 20 purchazing development
rights

* 37 partnerships with private
tand owmers

= 16 working with the State

= 28 anvironmental education

* 23 haebitat restoration

= 1 no invalvement

options and the number af respon-

Tewenty one resporudents zoid that
fishing wes one of heir frvorite
activites on the rafuge.

E12

Workbook Responses

Do our recreational facilities meet your needs? (trails, parking, signs,

otc.)

Twenty five people responded “yes” o this question, Other suggestions

ineluded:

* improve signage, boat lsunch facilities, boundary postings, walldng
trails

= preate more aceess points

* maintain facillities better

«  provide better educational facilities, include an exhibit on cultural

rasources
= pcongtruct new headguarters facility and modernize other fasilities
= provide new obasrvation aresa

What changes or improvements could be made in habitat and/or
species management?

Forty two people answered this question, Of those, 21% sald that they did
not know what improvements coubd be made,

Bome sugpested that the refuge consider an active predator management
program, including cormorant control. Othere emphasized the Importance
af managing for & variety of species, partienlarly non-waterfow! apecies and
i biroad range of habitats.

Some people emphasized the importance of visitor edocation about Befuge
aspecies and habitats. They also suggestad the development of educational
components to accompany manageryent programa woald be very helpful,

Others recommaended bullding wood duck boxes, nesting slands, fosd plots,
and introducing new types of food for wildlife. Bome respondents also felt
the refupe should expand habitat and wiltdlife research and monitoring
programa for managemeant decisions.

At least two respondents recommended looking into efforts to respen
potholes and waterwuys that have silted in and been overtaken with
vegetation, A couple of respondents expressed the need to contral invasive
specias.

Appandix E. Pubic Scoping Repart in Rafuge Newslaar



Public Scoping Report in Refuge Newslafar

Workbook Responses

Draft Vision
Statement

The Misaisquol Biver deltals an
international resoures of mportanee for
thi peaple of the United States and
Canada, The Misisguod Mational
WildlifeRafage i a eritical Enk in the
miintenunpes of the sealogieal Integrity
of thiz river delta which provides
biresding, staging, and migation hakitat
for thousands of waterfowl and other
enbgratory binds anrually The 1.8,
Fizh gnd Wildlife Serviee, with its
partners, collsborates with ather
corservatinn efforts to forpe broad
alliances to pratect and mansgs this
vasl and diverse reanires Lo susbain a
healkthy ecosystem for fisture gamers-
o

The Refuge protests the larpest and
most diverse wetlind complex in the

upper Lake Champlain bagin. The
diverse aral commurily is overshad-
owed only by the faunal diveraity
represented by the multivode af
migratory hird spacies that usa the
Rafage. The futwre of the Misalaguod
WWH znd the sustpined integrity of the
river delta ecogyatem relies on an
understanding of the hinkagieal
procezaes that erested and maintain
this large wellond complex and the
Fiman infheenee on the past, present,
and fture nes af' the g,

Migslzquol WWER ls a welcoming
destirmbion for those who wish to learn
byt the Missisquod Biver delts and the
histary and wildlife af the Heluge.
Enjoyed by backyard neighbors as wall
s e visilors, the refigpe offers wnlgue
opportanities to pursue aatdoor-relstaed
actlvities such & hunting, fehing,
wildlifo observation, photography,
imterpretation and emvirenmertal
edusation (Priority Pablic Uses).

The cultural resowrces al the Relfuge
pravide valiesbla ingight into the histary
and way af e of Native Amereans
Undarstanding this history is eritiesl to
the underatanding of human sethvity on
the rreer delia

What do you think of our Vision Statement and goals? Any

comments/suggestions?

Dwver 5% of the respondents who anewered this question ssid our draft
vision statement was good. We received some suggestions on how o im-
prove our vision statement which inechided the following:

= foeus maore on the role of hunting, trapping, and fishing
*  focus more on edusation opportunities

*  gmphasize more cultural resources
= emphasize more non-gams species

= gtreas the traditional role of the Refuge
= inelude ways an how the publie ean help pequire more land

* too lengthy

What concerns do you have about the Refuge? What is working well?
What is not? How can we improve?

Coneerna

= lack of public swarenags of
the Refuge

= recently imposed hunking fees

*  geeessibility to the river

*  invagive epecies

= political desigion mabking

= peed for better distribution of
information to the pablic

*  hunbing puides effect on
TES0UTCES

= water quality

»  development of area

«  potential impacts of additional
activities on the Refage

+  mpeed for more walking trails

= improvement of permit gystem

= inguifient attention to cultural
heritage

Appandix E. Public Scoping Raportin Rafuge Newslatar

Things Working Well

* committed & great staff
*  eommunity relations

= Jr. Waterfowl Program
succesaful osprey nesting
“never lonked bettar™
mproved management
wtrfow] efforts

now fasilities coming
planning effort helpfiul

What are your favorite
activities to engage in while an
the Refuge?

Ower 60% of the respondents eaid
that wildlife obeervation was their
fauvarite activity an the Fefuge,
Meardy 50% also hunt and another
36% alea fish, Other activities
mentioned were wildlife
photography, interpretation and
envirohmental edueation, as well
05 eanoelng, walking, and just
enjoying selitude,
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Update on our new

headquarters facility

The Refuge is currently working
with architects to complete the
development of a site plan for the
new headgquarters facility,. The
next sbep i reviewing and finaliz-
ingr floar plans for the facility The
facility will ba located on Tabor
Road 14 mile south of Houte TA.
We are planning a public presanta-
ton sometime this pammer ar fll
to give you s preview of what our
facility will be all abaut.

Contact infarmation

If you have any commenta on the
itema above, of an anything related
to Comprehensive Conservation
Planning, please sontact ug,

Mark Bweeny, Hefuge Manager
471 North River Street

Swanton, VT ({B38-E148

phone: (202 36E-4TE]

emall- FWERW MBQNWR G fwagav
(B02) BH8-1T81

or

Aliaon Whitlock, Lead Planner
T1.5, Pish and Wildlife Sevies
200 Westgate Center Dr,
Hadley, MA 010859585

(413} E53-B536

EuW

Public Meetings and Next Steps

Public Meeting Results

In Detober the Refuge hosted three
open houses in Bwanton, 26 Albans,
and Burlington, We requested that
the publie provide somments and
suggestions for our planning pro-
cess, We received a mumber of great
comments from those who attended,

Many of the meeting atlendess had
suggestions for management of

habitat and wildlife, Several peopls
wanted to dizcuss closures around in the Route 78 improvement

oEprey nests. project.
Others eneouraged the Befuge to plan for additional vegetation and wildlife

surveye. University students attending the meetings suggested that eollege
studentz could be involved with these projects.

Severnl people whe alteaded the
pullic mestings expressed inlevest

Next Steps

We really appreclate your interest in the Refuge and hope vou enjoyed
hearing what your neighbors had to say. We encourage you bo stay frvolved
in the planning process, If you have further comments or thoughts please
feel free to contact us,

Thanka again for your participation. We lpok forward to gharing our plans
with you in the future,

Planning Schedule

Ongoing

Meatings with ageneies, gproups, and other intereated partners
Through May 2001

Defining issues, developing altermatives and strategies

Fall 2001

Draft CCPY Environmental Apsesament released and diztributed for public
comment

Spring 2002
Final CCPY Environmental documents peleased and distribited

Appandix E. Pubic Scoping Repart in Rafuge Newslaar
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Are you on the mailing list?

If you did not receive this by mail and wish to recaive futore mailings about
the Missisquoi NWR Comprehensive Conservation Plan, please fill in the
information requestad below,

(¥iea) Add me to the mailing st to receive foture information about

the CCP Process
Mame:
{pleage print)
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

BRI you are acting in an officlal capacity as the representative of an
Missisquoi NWR iz an imporian organization, please complete the following two items.
nesling mrea for oty species,
ineluding these hervona UEFWE
Phato o Organization:

Please mail your reply to: Title:

Thank vou for your confribution to your National Wildlite Refuge|

Alison Whitloek, Lead Planner The futare of the Misaisquoi NWR and the sustained integrity of the viver

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service delta scosystem relies on the understanding of the biological processes that
400 Westgate Center Dr. ereated and maintain this large wetland complex and the human influence on
Hadley, MA 01035-95849 the past, present, and future uses of the area.

{413) 263-E536

Important: Plesse realize that names on the Comprehensive Conservation
Flan mailing list become part of the public record for the planning process,
The Service must release these names, if someosne requests it, under the
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act of 1974

Signature: Date:
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Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge
371 North River St
Swanton, VT 05438-3145
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