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John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum is a green respite nestled 
within the urban setting of the city of Philadelphia. Refuge lands are a thriving 
sanctuary teeming with a rich diversity of fish, wildlife, and plants native to the 
Delaware Estuary. Healthy and productive expanses of freshwater tidal marsh, 
open waters, mudflats, and forests support the hundreds of species that breed, 
rear their young, rest during migration, and call the refuge home year-round.

With partners’ support, the refuge leads by example in the restoration and 
conservation of freshwater tidal marsh within the Delaware Estuary. Also, given 
its accessibility and visibility to over 35 million Americans living within a 2-hour 
drive, the refuge serves as a prominent ambassador of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System. Its high quality programs promote natural and cultural resource 
stewardship, demonstrate the conservation of urban wildlife habitat, encourage 
compatible outdoor public use, and serve as a living classroom to connect people 
with nature and local history. Those who visit John Heinz NWR are inspired to 
take action to improve the quality of life for themselves and those around them. 

John Heinz 
National Wildlife 
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Type of Action: Administrative — Development of a Comprehensive Conservation Plan

Lead Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Location: John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum
Philadelphia, PA

Administrative Headquarters: John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum
Philadelphia, PA

Responsible Official: Wendi Weber, Regional Director, Northeast Region

For Further Information: Lia McLaughlin, Natural Resource Planner
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9587
Phone: (413) 253-8575
Email: Lia_McLaughlin@fws.gov

This Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan and Environmental Assessment 
analyzes three alternatives for managing the 1,200-acre John Heinz National 
Wildlife Refuge over the next 15 years. This document also contains 11 
appendixes that provide additional information supporting our analysis. 
Following is a brief overview of each alternative:

Alternative A: This alternative is referred to as our “No Action” or “Current 
Management” alternative, as required by the National Environmental Policy 
Act. Under this alternative, no major changes to our biological, public use, or 
administrative management practices would occur.

Alternative B: This is the Service’s preferred alternative. It represents the 
objectives and strategies recommended by the planning team for best achieving 
the refuge’s purposes, vision, and goals, and responding to public issues. Under 
this alternative, we would focus on increased restoration of freshwater tidal 
marsh and providing environmental education programs for urban youth. We 
would also increase efforts to monitor for the effects of climate change.

Summary
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Summary

Alternative C: This alternative also prioritizes protection of the refuge tidal 
marsh, but would focus upland habitat management on increasing the refuge’s 
shrubland habitats. Restoration of freshwater tidal marsh would be delayed to 
gain further understanding of the potential implications of sea level rise. Our 
current public use program would be improved, with some expansions planned.

Comprehensive Conservation Plans provide long-term guidance for management 
decisions and set forth goals, objectives, and strategies needed to accomplish 
refuge purposes and identify the Service’s best estimate of future needs. These 
plans detail program planning levels that are sometimes substantially above 
current budget allocations and, as such, are primarily for Service strategic 
planning and program prioritization purposes. The plans do not constitute a 
commitment for staffing increases, operational and maintenance increases, or 
funding for future land acquisition. 
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