
COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION 

USE: Scientific Research 

REFUGE NAME Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge 

DATE ESTABLISHED. February 4,1943 

ESTABLISHING AUTHORITY: Migratory Bird Conservation Act of 1929 

PURPOSE(S) FOR WHICH ESTABLISHED: 

The Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge was established ". . . for use as an inviolate sanctuary, 
or for any other management purpose, for migratory birds." Migratory Bird Conservation Act 16 
U.S.C. 715-715d, 715f-715r 

MISSION OF THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM: 
To administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and 
where appropriate, restoration of fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the 
United States for the benefit of present and firture generations of Americans. 

DESCRIPTION OF USE: 

(a) What is the use? Is the use a priority public use? 

This is a proposal to use the lands and waters of Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge for the 
varied purposes of scientific research relative to habitats, ecosystems, population dynamics or a 
similar use of an environmental nature. This use may provide information relative to 
management of the refuge or the national wildlife refuge system, or it may enhance the general 
body of scientific knowledge 

The National Wildlife Refuge System identifies hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and 
photography, and environmental education and interpretation as the six priority public uses 
Scientific Research is not a Priority Public Use. 

(b) Where would the use be conducted? 

The vrovosed use would be conducted on Missisauoi National Wildlife Refuge in the towns of . 
Swanton and Highgate, Franklin County, ~ e r m o k .  Scientific research coulcbe proposed and 
conducted anywhere on the rehge depending on the objectives of the proposal, inasmuch as it 
does not conflict with the refige-puGose and the ~at ional  Wildlife ~ i f u i e  System mission. 



necessary due, among other things, to a lack of adequate administrative or monitoring resources. 

ANTICIPATED fMPACTS OF THE USE: 
Some scientific research could have very little or no impact if it merely involves observations or 
measurements without any alteration of the environment or wildlife populations. The direct 
impacts of scientific research will vary in nature and duration according to the particular types of 
scientific studies that occur. Short term and temporary visual impacts from studies may, for 
example, consist of flagging or stakes that mark transects or sample points. Longer term impacts 
may occur, such as in habitat management studies in which study plots are mowed, burned, cut, 
or otherwise altered. Each request to use the refuge to conduct a research project is individually 
evaluated by the Fehge Manager. 

PUBLIC R E m W  AND COMMENT: 
This draft Compatibility Determination was posted at R&ge Headquarters from August 11 - 25, 
2004, inclusive. No comments were received. 

DETERMINATION: 
THIS USE IS COMPATIBLE -x- 
THIS USE IS NOT COMPATIBLE - (Check one) 

STIPULATIONS NECESSARY TO ENSURF, COMPATIBILITY: 
To ensure compatibility, proposals to carry out research activities on the refuge will be reviewed 
by the Refuge Manager. The Refuge Manager will determine if the research project can be 
allowed, and stipulate any special conditions that must be complied with to protect wildlife 
resources. Any flora or fauna collections will require State and Federal permits when applicable 
as part of the special conditions of the special use permit for the study. 

In order that the refuge may benefit and apply the knowledge gained from any research, annual 
progress reports and a final report of the results of the research are required. The refuge requires 
copies of any publications resulting from studies conducted on the refuge. 

JuS'nFICATION: 
This use will not diminish the purposes for which the Refuge was established, will not pose 
significant adverse effects on trust species or other Rehge resources, will not interfere with 
public use of the Refuge, nor cause an undue administrative burden. This use potentially will 
benefit wildlife and human populations in the project area Scientific research will be beneficial 
to the purpose and mission of the refhge when it contributes to the body of knowledge about 
ecological interrelationships of wildlife populations, habitat, and other environmental factors. 
Research that results in information that directly improves management and aids in the 
accomplishment of refuge objectives is of highg priority than other research activities that may 
not relate to management objective. However, this other research is compatible so long as it 
does not conflict with the purpose and mission of the r e h  e 8 .  
Signature: Refuge Manager: d-%d-34*40 



Concurrence: Regional Chief 
(signatu@d Date) u 

MANDATORY 10 YEAR REEVALUATION DATE: (10 years from date of concurrence 
above) 



PUBLIC , IOTICE 
Date of Issue: Au 

A draft Compatibility Determinatio 

Scientific Research 

- is available for public review and comment from August 11,2004 
through August 25 2004 inclusive. 

I ne Proposal: A a1 addressing requests to conduct 
environmentally-related scientific research on the 124s and waters 
of Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge 

How to Get a Copy: Copies of the Compatibility Determination 
are available from the Refuge Manager in printed or electronic 
format. 

Send Comments To: Refuge Manager 
Missisquoi National Wildlife Reful 
371 North River Street 
Swanton, VT 05488 
Email - mark sweeny@,fws.go 

Comment Period: August ll-25,2004 inclusive. Cor 
be posted no later than August 25,2004. 



" UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION STATEMENT 

Within the spirit and intent of the Council on Environmental Quality's regulations for implementing 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other statutes, orders, and policies that protect 
fish and wildlife resources, I have established the following administrative record and have determined 
that the action of: 

Scient~jic Research at the Missispoi National Wildlife Rejkge 

X- is a Categorical Exclusion as provided by 5 16 DM 2, Appendix 1 and 5 16 DM 6, Appendix 1. - 
No fhther NEPA documentation will therefore be made. 

- is found not to have signilkant environmental effects as determined by the attached 
Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Sigtuficant Impact. 

- is found to have significant effects and, therefore, fiuther consideration of this action will 
require a notice of intent to be published in the Federal Register announcing the decision to prepare 
an EIS 

- is not approved because of mental damage, or violation of Fish and 
Wildlife Service mandates, policy, regulations, or procedures 

is an emergency action within the context of 40 CFR 1506.11. Only those actions 
the immediate impacts of the emergency will be taken. Other related actions 
review. 

Signature Avp !: 

1% 


