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USE: Turkey Hunt for Youth and Disabled Hunters on Patuxent Research Refuge, North Tract. 

REFUGE NAME: Patuxent Research Refuge 

ESTABLISHING AND ACQUISITION AUTHORTTY(IES): Executive Order 7514, dated 
Dec. 17,1936; Migratory Bird Conservation Act; 16 U.S.C. 1534; 16 U.S.C. 667b - An Act 
Authorizing the Transfer of Certain Real Property for Wildlife; and Public Law 101-519, 104 
Stat. 2247. 

REFUGE PURPOSE(S): " ... as a wildlife experiment and research refuge" - Executive Order 
7514, dated Dec. 17,1936; 
" ... fw use as an inviolate sanctuary, or for any other management purpose, for migratory birds - 
16 U.S.C. 715d (Migratory Bird Conservation Act); 

" .... to conserve (A) fish or wildlife which are listed as endangered species or threatened species 
.... or (B) plants ..." 16 U.S.C. 1534; 

" ... particular value in carrying out the national migratory bird management program." 16 U.S.C. 
6671, (An Act Authorizing the Transfer of Certain Real Property for Wildlife, or other purposes); 
and 

" .... (b) The Secretary of the Interior shall administer the property transfemed pursuant to 
subsection (a) consistent with wildlife conservation purposes and shall provide for the continued 
use of the property by Federal agencies to the extent such agencies are using it on the date of the 
enactment of this Act." Public Law 101-519,104 Stat. 2247, dated Nov. 5,1990. 

NATIONAL WnDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM MISSION: 'To administer a national network 
of lands and waters for the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the 
fish, wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of 
present and future generations of Americans." National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement 
Act of 1997. 

DESCRIPTION OF USE: The Refuge is proposing to conduct a spring wild turkey season 
beginning in 2002. The hunt would be limited to youth hunters under 18 years of age, with 
additional slots open for disabled (non-ambulatory) hunters. Hunters would be selected via 
lottery. Harvest goal is eight male turkeys. Hunters would be accompanied by members of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation, to serve as volunteer guides and "coaches" in the field. All 
hunters would be required to attend NWTF hunting clinic prior to the season. The proposed hunt 
would be on Saturdays and Mondays the first four weeks of the Spring turkey season, as set by 
the State of MD, for a total of nine days (fiom !h hour before sunrise to noon each day). 

The use is being proposed to help manage the growing population of wild turkeys on Patuxent 
Research Refuge. While no firm estimate of total turkey numbers is available, gobbling surveys 



in recent years have noted a significant increase in the number of turkeys heard andtor observed 
(see attached Turkey Swey  Table), and have also documented expansion of the turkey 
population into additional forested habitats on the North Tract of the Refuge. 

AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES: No direct Refuge funds or equipment support will be 
required. Coordination with NWTF and Meade Natural Heritage Association will involve 
approximately 10 staff days prior to the season, for approximately $2200 worth of staff support. 

ANTICIPATED IMPACTS OF THE USE: This proposed hunt should have no significant 
impact on the wild turkey population or other wildlife species. There may be short-term impacts 
to turkeys and other wildlife (white-tailed deer, migratory birds, other native mammals) through 
disturbance from hunting activity during a time of year hunting has not been allowed on the 
Refuge in the past. This disturbance may result in short-term displacement of animals h m  
surrounding habitats, but should have no Iasting effect. 

The proposal will result in portions of the North Tract being closed to other public uses (hiking, 
bicycling, birdwatching, etc.) that would normally occur during the hours of SAM-12PM on the 
nine days of the hunt. This could result in some complaints from other public users. Mondays 
were targeted for four days of the hunt, in part because other public use is typically low on this 
day of the week, so impacts to other public use will be minimized. 

There should be no cumulative impacts h m  this additional hunting opportunity at Patuxent 
Research Refuge. It will not adversely impact any of the Refuge purposes, goals and objectives, 
nor adversely impact the mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System. In fact, it will help to 
fiuther facilitate one of the '%ig 6" wildlifedependent public uses - hunting - at Patuxent. 

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT: A notice of this Compatibility Determination and its 
posting was provided to the local newspaper for dissemination to the public, and published on 
November 29,2001. Copies of this Compatibility Determination were also posted for a 14 day 
period in the lobby of the National Wildlife Visitor Center and at the Visitor Contact Station, 
North Tract, Patnxent Research Refuge from November 29-December 13,2001. One comment 
was received b m  the public - a phone inquiry from someone who was interested in having his 
son take part in the hunt. 

DETERMDNATION (CHECK ONE BELOW): 
- USE IS NOT COMPATIBLE 
X USE IS COMPATIBLE WITH FOLLOWING STIPULATIONS - 

STIPULATIONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE COMPATIBILITY: 

Hunt will be conducted in accordance with State regulations for hunting hours, weapons, species 
and sex of birds allowed to be harvested, etc. 

Hunters will be required to attend a turkey hunting clinic and will be teamed with a NWTF 
volunteer guide on the hunt to ensure only legal birds are harvested. 



ATION: The rapidly expanding turkey population on PRR can easily support 
limited harvest of no more than e ih t  birds. PRR has held managed hunts for a variety of 
wildlife species over the years since the North Tract transferred from DOD to DO1 in 1991 as a 
means of population control first, and to provide public recreation second. This proposed hunt is 
of the same nature, but for a species that just recently has reached numbers sufficient to support a 
limited harvest. This proposed hunt will not materially interfere with or detract from fulfilling 
any of the refkge purposes or the mission of the NWRS. See hunt plan amendment for additional 
details. 

SIGNATURE: 
REJWGE MANAGER: IZ/ 17/0 ( 
(signature and date) 

CONCURRENCE: 
REGIONAL CHIEF: 
(signature and date) 

MANDATORY 10- OR 15-YEAR REEVALUATION DATE: November 2016 
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the annexed advertisement of 

was inserted in the Laurel Leader, 

PATUXENT PUBLISHING COMPANY 

LEGAL ADVERTISING 



AMENDMENT TO THE HUNTING MANAGEMENT PLAN, PATUXENT RESEARCH 
REFUGE 

An amendment to the Hunting Management Plan, North Tract, compiled by H.H. Obrecht m on 
January 6,1992, reviewed by ARD, Refuges and Wildlife, Region 5 on April 16,1993, and 
approved by the Regional Director, Region 8 on April 28,1993 is proposed. 

It is requested that a 2002 Spring Youth Turkey Hunt for Patwent Research Refuge be approved. 
This hunt would be patterned after the approved and successful spring gobbler hunt already 
occurring on Eastern Neck NWR. Healthy and growing populations of wild turkeys on PRR 
could easily support a limited gobbler harvest (see gobbler counts on Turkey Survey, attached). 

Hunt parametqs would be as follows: 

I. Hunt Description 

*Five Saturday youth hunts during the four wee~s 01 me regular MD DNR spring turkey 
hunting season. (Dates to be established.) 

*Four Monday hunts for mobility impaired hunters during the same period. 

*Hunts occur one hallhour before sunrise and close at 12:OO pm. 

*Four discrete hunting zones are established and follow already existing hunting 
areas (see Attachment 1): 

Zone 1: Areas S,U,V,W,X 
Zone 2: Areas Rl,Q,P,N,M,I 
Zone 3: Areas D$,F 
Zone 4: Areas G, H, L,K 

*On Mondays, only Zones 1 and 2 are open. On Saturdays, only Zones 3 and 4 are open. 
Zones are closed to other ~ublic uses during the morning hunts. Zones selected for 
opening have been selected to minimize di&uptions to other public uses. Only one 
hunter allowed per zone. Two hunters total allowed afield per hunting day. 

LI. Hunter Selection 

*Hunters are selected by a random computer lottery performed in early January 2002 
by Patuxent Research Refuge. 

IIL Harvest Limits 

*The total number of turkeys allowed for the entire harvest period is 8. Only one 
turkey allowed per hunter. 
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*Only mature gobblers will be harvested, following MD DNR regulations. 

IV. Rules for the Hunt 

*All turkeys harvested must be checked in at the Hunting Control Station on the North 
Tract. Age, sex, weight, location harvested, and date will be recorded for each bird on a 
Turkey Harvest Data Sheet. 

*Each Zone is occupied by only one youth hunter and mentor or one mobility 
impaired hunter and assistant. 

*All Zones must be occupied by one half hour before sunrise or that hunter opportunity 
Is forfeited and a standby hunter selected. 

*Only one standby hunter is selected for each hunt day. All Zones selections are 
first come, first served. 

*Only two hunters are allowed afield on each hunting day. 

*Each hunter must stay in the Zone selected. 

*Each hunter must follow harvest limits as stated in III., above. 

*Hunt begins one half hour before sunrise and all hunters must be checked out at Hunting 
Control by 12:OO pm. 

*All perspective hunters must attend the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
turkey clinic offered on two dates a month in advance of spring gobbler season. 

*Non-toxic shot must be used. 

*A NWTF mentorlassistant will accompany each hunter for guidmg and calling. 

*Each hunter must purchase a permit from Meade Natural Heritage Association before 
being eligible for the lottery drawing. Permits are valid £rom Sept. 1,2001 to the end of 
spring gobbler season on May 2,2002. 

*Nine total days of hunting are allowed (5 youth Saturdays and 4 mobility impaired 
Mondays) with only 2 hunters afield per day. 

*10 youth hunters and 5 alternates are drawn by lottery. 

*8 mobility impaired hunters and 4 alternates are drawn by lottery. 



TURI(EY SURVEY* (1994, fit year) 

Males I Females 
I 

*Note: Survey period 911 to 10131. 

Total 

TURKEY SURVEY* (1997-2000) 

# Unknowns Year #Adult 

*Note: Survey period 311 to 5/29. 

# Adult # Poults 

The 1994 data was separated due to the discordant dates used during this initial survey. There 
were a total of 3 different data sheets tested during the conduct of this survey. Therefore, some 
inconsistency and error is likely with these summary results. Surveys conducted outside the 
survey period indicated were dropped from these summary results. Still, a healthy population of 
adult males (gobblers) were observed and could easily sustain a harvest of 8 individuals. 




