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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving,
protecting, and enhancing fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of

the American people. The Service manages the 150-million acre National Wildlife Refuge System
comprised of more than 550 national wildlife refuges and thousands of waterfowl production areas.
It also operates 70 national fish hatcheries and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency
enforces Federal wildlife laws, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant
fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, administers the Endangered
Species Act, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the
Federal Assistance Program which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on
fishing and hunting equipment to state wildlife agencies.

Comprehensive Conservation Plans provide long term guidance for management decisions and

set forth goals, objectives, and strategies needed to accomplish refuge purposes and identify

the Service’s best estimate of future needs. These plans detail program planning levels that are
sometimes substantially above current budget allocations and, as such, are primarily for Service
strategic planning and program prioritization purposes. The plans do not constitute a commitment
for staffing increases, operational and maintenance increases, or funding for future land acquisition.
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Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge showcases the largest contiguous, high
elevation wetland complex in West Virginia and harbors a vast assemblage of
rare plants and animals normally associated with more northern latitudes. The
refuge conserves, protects, and manages a mosaic of wetland, forested, and
early successional habitat that supports migratory birds and threatened and
endangered species. As a steward of a significant portion of the headwaters, the
Refuge ensures the integrity of the natural resources of the upper Blackwater
River watershed. Refuge habitats and wildlife are conserved and managed
through research and collaboration with federal, state, and local conservation
partners.

As an integral part of the surrounding community, the Refuge provides high
quality, safe, wholesome, and diverse opportunities for education and recreation,
especially hunting and wildlife observation. The refuge experience fosters public
interest in the beauty and unique character of Canaan Valley, an appreciation

of fish and wildlife ecology, plant ecology, and stewardship of the natural world.
Visitors develop a greater understanding and appreciation for the mission of the
National Wildlife Refuge System and refuge management programs, and for the
importance of protecting lands for wildlife conservation.



~ Canaan Valley
National Wildlife Refuge

Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan
and Environmental Assessment

May 2010

Summary
Type of Action: Administrative—Development of a Comprehensive Conservation Plan
Lead Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service
Location: Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Tucker and Grant Counties, WV
Administrative Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Headquarters: HC 70 Box 200
Davis, WV 26260
Responsible Official: Marvin Moriarty, Regional Director, Region 5, Northeast
For Further Information: Beth Goldstein, Natural Resource Planner

Northeast Regional Office
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035

(413) 253-8564
northeastplanning@fws.gov

This Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) and Environmental Assessment (EA) analyzes four
alternatives for managing the 16,183-acre Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge over the next 15 years. This
document also contains nine appendixes that provide additional information supporting our analysis. Following
is a brief overview of each alternative:

Alternative A: This alternative is referred to as our “No Action” or “Current Management” alternative, as
required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Under this alternative, no major changes to our
biological, public use or administrative management practices would occur.

Alternative B: This is the Service’s preferred alternative. It represents the objectives and strategies
recommended by the planning team for best achieving the refuge’s purposes, vision and goals, and responding
to public issues. In this alternative we identify focal species whose life and growth requirements guide
management activities for each habitat type objective. Alternative B also increases opportunities for priority
public uses.

Alternative C: In this alternative, biological objectives are similar to Alternative B, but opportunities for
priority public uses are expanded even more than in Alternative B.

Alternative D: Biological objectives in this alternative focus on managing for historic natural communities.
Opportunities for priority public uses increase moderately from Alternative A, but not as much as in
Alternatives B and C.
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