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Dr. John Organ, chief of Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Northeast Regional 

Offi ce in Hadley, Mass., has been chosen as a Fellow of The Wildlife Society (TWS), the principal organization for 

wildlife professionals in the United States.

John McDonald, a former recipient of the TWS Fellow, nominated Organ for this lifetime achievement award. In his 

nomination, McDonald wrote, “John gives more freely of his time to our profession than anyone I have encountered, 

and is just as willing… to get up early on a rainy Saturday morning to demonstrate how to set traps for a group of 

undergraduates as he is to attend a meeting with the Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service.”

Organ has worked for the Service for 30 years. He holds a doctorate in wildlife biology from the University of 

Massachusetts, where he also earned both his master’s and bachelor’s degrees. He currently serves as an adjunct 

assistant professor of wildlife ecology within the university’s natural resources conservation department.

An active member of TWS since 1979, Organ served as the northeast section representative from 1999 through 2004. 

From September 2006 through 2007 he held the year-long position of President, with his role as Past-president ending 

last year.

The Wildlife Society (www.wildlife.org), founded in 1937, is a non-profi t scientifi c and educational organization dedicated 

to excellence in wildlife stewardship through science and education with a current membership of approximately 

8,000. The Society publishes the premier scientifi c journals for wildlife ecology and management, hosts an annual 

conference and international congress, and has an active government affairs and policy branch operated out of Society 

headquarters in Bethesda, Maryland. The Society has numerous chapters, sections, and student chapters, based 

primarily in North America.

A lifelong resident of Massachusetts, Organ is a native of Northampton and currently resides in Buckland.
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