
Two Jr. Duck Stamp Winners from Northeast Region 
 

Two young artists from the Service’s Northeast Region recently received national 

recognition in the 2010-2011 Federal Junior Duck Stamp Competition. Ciara Davis, age 

18, of Lebanon, Pa., took second place with an acrylic painting depicting a pair of hooded 

mergansers, and third place went to Miri Kim, age 15, of Charlestown, R.I., for her 

rendition of a red-breasted merganser. First place went to 18-year old Rui Huang of 

Columbus, Ohio. The three winners were chosen from more than 26,000 entries by a 

panel of judges at the National Junior Duck Stamp Design Contest held at the Science 

Museum of Minnesota in St. Paul.  

 

This was the first time Davis entered the yearly competition and received a $3,000 award 

for 2nd place.  She will graduate from Cedar Crest High School in Lebanon on June 4. 

She plans to attend the Pennsylvania College of Art and Design and study graphic design 

or commercial illustration. Davis began working on her entry in October as a project in 

commercial artist classes through a career training center she attends in addition to high 

school. She chose to paint the hooded merganser because she thought they were beautiful 

ducks with patterns and color.  

      

Kim, a sophomore at Chariho Regional High School in Wood River, R.I., has entered the 

national competition twice before and will receive $2,000 for here 3rd place award. She 

often goes down to the docks near home to watch the ducks. She picked the red-breasted 

merganser to paint because she feels she and the duck share a similar trait of shyness.  

While only a sophomore, Kim already has her sights set on attending Yale University and 

plans to make a visit there this summer.   

 
The National Junior Duck Stamp Design Contest is the culmination of a year-long Junior 

Duck Stamp conservation curriculum used by educators across the nation. Design entries 

were judged during State competitions held from February until mid-April. The judges 

are people active in the local wildlife art or conservation community.  The top three 

entries from among the state Best-of-Show winners were chosen by a panel of five 



judges. The Junior Duck Stamp Contest winner receives a free trip in June to the First 

Day of Sale Ceremony for the Federal Duck Stamp, along with their parent.  

 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, 

protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of 

the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife 

conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural 

resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For more 

information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 


