
EXCLUSIVELY OURS!
THE SALT MARSH SPARROW

UNIQUELY AMERICAN 
The saltmarsh sparrow is the only bird to

nest and winter exclusively in the Eastern

US.  They live every aspect of their lives in

salt marshes. 

A RACE AGAINST THE TIDE A female sparrow

builds nests, broods

eggs, and feeds chicks,

all by herself.

RISING WATERS 
As seas rise, the marsh

floods higher, longer, and

more frequently.  

 

Nests flood more often.

PROTECT THEIR HOME AND OURS

Elevated houses and roads allow water

and sediment to flood marshes,

helping marshes to keep apace with

rising seas. 

Mom brings food
back to the nest
50 times a day 

Mom incubates
eggs

CHICKS HAVE TO BE
STRONG ENOUGH TO
CLIMB OUT OF THE

NEST WHEN FLOODING
TIDE RETURNS IN 

28 DAYS

Mom builds nest
and lays 4 eggs

Sparrows can build nests

higher or use marshes

that migrate inland.

 

But they need our help.

A salt marsh that's allowed

to grow higher and wider

protects our homes from

storms and rising waters.

Natural lands adjacent to salt marshes

allow marshes to move inland.

SPRING TIDE

floods marsh

 HOW YOU CAN HELP
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