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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE  
& PENNSYLVANIA FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION  

 

 
QUALIFIED MUSSEL SURVEYORS 

 
The following list includes persons known by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission (PFBC) to have the skills and experience to search for and successfully find freshwater mussels and 
their habitat.  Any individuals handling or conducting surveys for endangered mussels must first obtain from the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission a Scientific Collector’s Permit, and a Special Permit to survey for endangered 
and threatened species pursuant to 58 PA Code 75.4.  All permitted collector’s encounters with endangered mussels must 
be reported in writing to the PFBC and USFWS within 48 hours.   
 
Contracted mussel surveys and research will be overseen by a qualified surveyor, who will be present in the field at all 
times during the investigation.  Qualified surveyors are the individuals who act in the capacity of Principal Investigator 
(PI), having in-field oversight responsibility for surveys, mussel identification, and safe handling procedures.  The 
qualified mussel surveyor is the one responsible for correctly identifying mussels to species.  The qualified mussel 
surveyor is also the one responsible for carrying out the actual in-stream searches (surveys) for mussels and the one 
responsible for conducting in-stream quality-assurance checks on at least 10% of the survey area searched by assistants 
who are not qualified mussel surveyors.  In addition, qualified mussel surveyors will ensure 1) they and their assistants 
have the appropriate permits to conduct mussel survey work, including work with endangered mussels; 2) surveys are 
carried out in accordance with USFWS-approved survey protocols; and 3) reports are accurate and complete and 
submitted to the appropriate agencies.  A failure to carry out the above responsibilities may result in one’s removal from 
the list of qualified surveyors due to the inherent risks to endangered mussels.     
 
This information is not to be construed as an endorsement of individuals or firms by the USFWS, PFBC, or any of their 
employees.  Persons not on this list, but who have documented experience in conducting scientific studies of, or 
successful searches for, freshwater mussels and their habitat may submit their qualifications to the USFWS and PFBC for 
review.  The submission must include documentation that the requestor has experience successfully locating and 
identifying freshwater mussel habitats, and successfully locating and identifying species in their river and stream habitat.  
The submission must also include documentation of the requestor field experience with endangered mussel species in the 
river drainage in which he/she intends to conduct survey work.  Additions to and deletions from this list are at the sole 
discretion of the USFWS and PFBC.  This list is subject to revision at any time without prior notice.   
 

 
Allegheny and Ohio River Drainage* 

 
Gregory Zimmerman 
EnviroScience, Inc. 
1212 Portage Trail 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH  44223 
(330) 940-4300 

Dr. Arthur E. Bogan 
North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 
PO Box 29555 
Raleigh, NC  27626 
(919) 733-7450; fax (919) 733-1573 

Dr. Martin K. Huehner 
Biology Department 
Hiram College 
Hiram, OH  44234 
(330) 569-5266 
 
 

Lewis Long 
Aquatic Resources Center 
PO Box 680818 
Franklin, TN  37068-0818 
(615) 790-0172 

Heidi Dunn 
Ecological Specialists, Inc. 
1417 Hoff Industrial Drive 
O’Fallon, MO  63366 
(636) 281-1982; fax (636) 281-0973 

Dr. David Stansbury 
Ohio State University 
Museum of Biological Diversity 
1315 Kinnear Rd. 
Columbus, OH   43212-1192 
(614) 292-8560 
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Dr. Thomas Watters 
Aquatic Ecology Lab 
Ohio State University 
1314 Kinnear Rd. 
Columbus, OH  43212 
(614) 292-6170 

 
Dr. Richard Neves 
Virginia Cooperative Research Unit 
106 Cheatham Hall 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univ. 
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0321 
(703) 231-5927 

 
Charles Bier  
Western Pennsylvania 
     Conservancy 
316 Fourth Ave. 
Pittsburgh, PA   15222 
(412) 288-2777 
 
 

Steven Ahlstedt  
U.S. Geological Survey 
1013 North Broadway 
Norris, TN   37828 
(615) 632-4716 
 

Gregory Styborski 
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
333 Baldwin Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15205-9702 
(412) 429-2324  
 

Douglas Shelton 
Barry A. Vittor & Associates, Inc. 
8060 Cottage Hill Road 
Mobile, AL  36695 
(334) 633-6100 
 
 

Marian Havlik 
Malacological Consultants 
1603 Mississippi Street 
La Crosse, WI  54601 
(608) 782-7958 

Dr. Daniel Graf 
The Academy of Natural Sciences 
1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1195 
(215) 299-1000 

Tamara Smith 
Western Pennsylvania 
    Conservancy 
Northwest Field Station 
11881 Valley Road 
Union City, PA 16438 
(814) 739-9991 

 


