Michael W. Sherman
Principal Environmental Engineer
National Grid
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February 3, 2009

Mr. Neil A. Gifford , Conservation Director
Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission
195 New Karner Road

Albany, NY 12205

Dear Mr. Gifford:

Re: Letter of Intent - National Grid and APBPC Support of a Karner Blue Butterfly
Translocation Program

This letter hereby conveys National Grid’s intent to enter into a formal agreement with the
Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission (APBPC), to provide the APBPC with funding and access
rights in support of a Karner blue butterfly translocation program.

As you are aware, National Grid is preparing a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for the
Karner blue butterfly and frosted elfin, in support of an application to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service (USFWS), for an Incidental Take Permit (ITP). An ITP is required to authorize National
Grid’s continuing electric and natural gas operation and maintenance, reconstruction and new
construction activities on identified rights-of-way and associated properties that support habitats of
the Federally- and New York State-listed endangered Karner blue butterfly and New York State-
listed threatened frosted elfin (the HCP and ITP covered species). It is anticipated that the ITP will
cover National Grid’s utility activities on affected rights-of-way and other properties for a duration
of up to 50 years.

National Grid’s HCP presents a conservation strategy of avoiding, minimizing and
mitigating impacts to the covered species that could result from National Grid’s covered utility
activities. The conservation strategy also consists of enhancing some specific right-of-way habitat
areas. This strategy is compatible with continuing National Grid’s necessary utility activities and
will provide long-lasting, net benefits to the covered species by complementing the conservation
efforts of the USFWS, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
and the APBPC.

National Grid’s HCP includes providing support of Karner blue butterfly translocation
efforts to be performed by the APBPC, in coordination with the USFWS and NYSDEC. Based on
USFWS and NYSDEC information, National Grid understands that Karner blue butterfly
populations in the Queensbury, NY (Warren County) area are at critically low levels and that
translocation of pupae from a stable population in New Hampshire, to some suitable habitat areas
in the Queensbury area, is desired by both agencies. A five-year translocation program, consisting
of the following major elements, is proposed to address this population augmentation need:
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e Years 1 and 2: The NYSDEC will develop and prepare suitable habitat at a 2 acre property
owned by the Town of Queensbury, located north of Luzerne Road and adjacent to the
intersection of National Grid’s Spier-Queensbury 17/5 and Spier-Queensbury 5, Ogden
Brook Tap 115kV rights-of-way. The NYSDEC and USFWS have identified this Town of
Queensbury property as a suitable translocation site.

e Years 3-5: In year 3, National Grid will provide the APBPC with $15,000, to support the
APBPC’s employment of a summer intern to help facilitate the translocation efforts during
years 3, 4 and 5. The APBPC intern will help the USFWS/New Hampshire Fish & Game
rear the Karner blue butterfly larvae in New Hampshire and will transport and release the
pupae at the Town of Queensbury’s property and release site. The intern will also conduct
Karner blue butterfly monitoring at the release site.

To support the APBPC intern’s and NYSDEC’s habitat management and translocation
efforts at the Town of Queensbury property, National Grid will provide right-of-way access rights
to the APBPC intern/representatives and NYSDEC workers to access the Town property from
National Grid’s property. If time and remaining funding allows, National Grid is agreeable with
having the APBPC’s intern conduct translocation efforts and wild blue lupine planting at the APB
Preserve and adjoining transmission line right-of-way, in conjunction with a separate agreement
that gives the APBPC habitat management rights on that same right-of-way.

Since National Grid’s draft HCP is still subject to both internal management and USFWS
approval processes, National Grid reserves the right to make potential changes to this and other
HCP elements, until such approvals are obtained.

National Grid looks forward to discussions about entering into a formal agreement with the
APBPC, to support this Karner blue butterfly translocation element of the HCP. Assuming you
concur, please sign the following page and return this letter to me, conveying the APBPC’s intent
to discuss such an agreement. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Mlchael W. Sherman

cc: Jane D. Catalano
Wendy Levine, Esq.
Thomas E. Sullivan
William J. Balestra
Robyn Niver, USFWS
Kathleen M. O’Brien, NYSDEC



I hereby convey the APBPC’s intent to discuss and negotiate a written agreement with National
Grid, to support a Karner blue butterfly translocation element of National Grid’s Habitat
Conservation Plan for the Karner blue butterfly and frosted elfin. The APBPC will enter into such
discussions in good faith, with the intent to develop an agreement that satisfies the needs of both
parties and subject to approval by counsel for the APBPC.

Signature;,

C'hristoph‘ér A. Hawver, Executive 'Di‘rector | 4 5/), / g 7
Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission Date:
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January, 28, 2009

Mr. Michael Sherman
Principal Environmental Engineer

‘National Grid — Environmental Services

300 Erie Blvd. West, Syracuse, NY 13202

‘

Dear Mr. Sherman:
Re:  Letter of Intént — Natlonal Grid and Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission
Management Agreement

The above referenced letter of intent has been signed by Christépher Hawver, Albany
Pine Bush Preserve Commission Executive Director. Attached please find an
executed copy of the letter of intent. '

The Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission looks forward to beginning discussions
on the details of a management agreement. To expedite this process we would
appreciate National Grid preparing a first draft of such an agreement for our review,
if agreeable with your office. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like
addltlonal 1nformat10n or would like to discuss this further.

Néil A. Gitford
Conservation Director

,

Cc:  Christopher A. Hawver, APBPC
APBPC Technical Committee ,
Robyn Niver, USFWS — NY Field Ofﬁce

Kathy O’Brien, NYSDEC — Endangered Species Unit

'
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Michael W. Sherman
Principal Environmental Engineer
National Grid

January 21, 2009

Mr. Neil A. Gifford , Conservation Director
Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission
195 New Karner Road

Albany, NY 12205

Dear Mr. Gifford:

Re: etter of Intent - Development and Management of Karner Blue Butterfly Habitat on
a National Grid Transmission Line Right-of-way Within the Albany Pine Bush
Preserve

This letter hereby conveys National Grid’s intent to enter into a formal agreement with the
Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission (APBPC), to provide the APBPC with financial support
and access rights to manage vegetation on a National Grid-owned transmission line right-of-way
located adjacent to the Albany Pine Bush Preserve (APBP), specifically for developing and
managing habitat for the Karner blue butterfly and frosted elfin. By you signing and returning this
Jetter to National Grid, it will convey the APBPC’s mutual intent to enter into such a formal
agreement with National Grid.

As you are aware, National Grid is preparing a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for the
Karner blue butterfly and frosted elfin, in support of an application to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service (USFWS), for an Incidental Take Permit (ITP). An ITP is required to authorize National
Grid’s continuing electric and natural gas operation and maintenance, reconstruction and new
construction activities on identified rights-of-way and associated properties that support habitats of
the Federally- and New York State-listed endangered Karner blue butterfly and New York State-
listed threatened frosted elfin (the HCP and ITP covered species). It is anticipated that the ITP will
cover National Grid’s utility activities on affected rights-of-way and other properties for a duration
of up to 50 years.

National Grid’s HCP presents a conservation strategy of avoiding, minimizing and
mitigating impacts to the covered species that could result from National Grid’s covered utility
activities. The conservation strategy also consists of enhancing some specific right-of-way habitat
areas. This strategy is compatible with continuing National Grid’s necessary utility activities and
will provide long-lasting, net benefits to the covered species by complementing the conservation
efforts of the USFWS, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
and the APBPC.

The proposed development and management of habitat on a National Grid transmission line
right-of-way adjacent to the APBP is a habitat mitigation and enhancement element of National
Grid’s HCP. National Grid plans to provide the APBPC with $50,000 of funding support and to
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enter into a formal right-of-way access agreement, to facilitate implementation of this HCP element
over the duration of the USFWS ITP.

The affected National Grid-owned transmission line right-of-way traverses the APBP area
for approximately 2.9 miles and includes portions of the City of Albany and Towns of Guilderland
and Colonie, all within Albany County (see the enclosed GIS map). This right-of-way is occupied
by National Grid’s Rotterdam-Woodland 35 115kV, Pine Bush Tap and Woodlawn-State Campus
12 115kV, Pine Bush Tap facilities. In the past, National Grid and the APBPC have cooperatively
worked to remove and control woody shrubs from portions of this right-of-way, to help foster a
desired grassland community on the right-of-way.

It is anticipated that APBPC’s habitat development and management efforts on this right-
of-way will help to link APBP habitats that occur on each side of the right-of-way and will increase
the habitat acreage by as much as 37 acres. Within the APBP area, approximately 21 acres of right-
of-way occurs to the south of the NYS Thruway and approximately 16 acres of right-of-way occur
to the north of the NYS Thruway.

National Grid understands that the APBPC will manage vegetation and habitat on the right-
of-way with the same wild blue lupine planting, mowing, prescribed fire and herbicide application
methods that it employs on the adjacent APBP lands and in accordance with the APBPC’s USFWS
and NYSDEC permits. Subject to the terms of the ITP, National Grid requires that such vegetation
and habitat management efforts not conflict with nor compromise its transmission line facilities
and operation and maintenance activities.

In this regard and subject to the ITP and applicable laws and regulations, National Grid
requires that right-of-way access paths and structure locations be kept free of wild blue lupine
plantings and that vegetation management activities, particularly those involving periodic
prescribed fires of the grass litter, be closely coordinated with National Grid’s Transmission
Forester. Such requirements will be further specified in a forthcoming, formal access agreement to
be developed and, if acceptable to both parties, executed by National Grid and the APBPC.

National Grid looks forward to discussions about such a formal agreement with the
APBPC, to help implement this important habitat mitigation and enhancement element of its HCP
for the Karner blue butterfly and frosted elfin. Assuming you concur, please sign and return this
letter to me, conveying the APBPC’s intent to discuss such an agreement. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
M,ﬂ,,, Wf, ) j,, / ;
A -////}.f@,@g & /

cc: Jane D. Catalano
Thomas E. Sullivan
William J. Balestra
Robyn Niver, USFWS
Kathleen M. O’Brien, NYSDEC



I hereby convey the APBPC’s intent to discuss and negotiate a written agreement with National
Grid, for the purpose of formalizing the methods to manage vegetation on a National Grid-owned
transmission line right-of-way located within/adjacent to the Albany Pine Bush Preserve (APBP),
specifically for developing and managing habitat for the Karner blue butterfly and frosted elfin.
The APBPC will enter into such discussions in good faith, with the intent to develop an agreement
that satisfies the needs of both parties and subject to approval by counsel for the APBPC.

Signature: e

yare
/ / e
o /,JL/\M_, .
7 . //’//,,,-"/

s - Vetsy
Christopher A. Hawver, Executive Director
Alban}; Pine Bush Preserve Commission Date:
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