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Sturgeon Reward Program

Fact Sheet

The Chesapeake Bay once
supported alarge and
valuable population of
Atlantic sturgeon, along-
lived, bottom dwelling
species capable of reaching
enormous size. Sturgeon,
throughout their range, have
virtually disappeared due to
over fishing, poor water
quality, and dammed rivers
blocking fish from their
Spawning areas.

The U. S. Fish & Wildlife
Serviceistrying to learn more
about the abundance,
distribution, mortality, and
life cycles of sturgeon,
particularly in the Maryland
portion of the Chesapeake
Bay and itstributaries. To
obtain more information on
sturgeon, the Fish and
Wildlife Service has partnered
with the Maryland
Department of Natural
Resources to institute a
reward program for sturgeon
in Maryland waters.

The reward program is
available to all commercial
fishermen, and pays a
monetary reward for the
holding of live sturgeon
(tagged or untagged)
occurring as bycatch in their
nets. Fishermen are required
to hold incidental sturgeon
alive and report the fish to the
Fish and Wildlife Service's
Maryland Fisheries Resource
Office at 1-800-448-8322.
Personnel from the Fish and
Wildlife Service then travel to
the holding location and tag
and release the fish.

Each captured fish is marked
with two spaghetti-shaped
tags (one on its pectoral or
sidefin and one on its dorsal
or top fin). Each tag bearsa
separate serial number, and a
toll-free telephone number for
reporting. Larger sturgeons
are also tagged with ayellow
spaghetti-shaped dart tag
located near the third dorsal
scute from the front of the
fish.

If you catch alive sturgeon or
tagged sturgeon, please call 1-
800-448-8322 to report
information about the fish.
Information needed includes
capture date, location, tag
number (if previously tagged)
and type of gear used.

For more information on the
sturgeon reward program,
contact:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Maryland Fisheries
Resource Office

177 Admiral Cochrane Dr.
Annapolis, MD 21401
410-263-2604

To read more about it, check out
http://marylandfisheries.fws.gov




