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Fishway Development Process 

Example:  New Project (regardless of method) 

 

Step 1 ~  Determination of Need 

 

 Historical information 

 Fish survey data 

 Fisheries management plans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2 ~  Determination of Biological Criteria 

 

  Target species 

  Production estimates 

 HSIs, “rule of thumb” criteria 

  Timing (implementation, operation) 
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Fishway Development Process  (cont’d) 

Step 3 ~  Consultation with FWS Fishway Engineers  

 

  Provide relevant info 

  Site visit 

  Development of conceptual designs for passage options 

 

 

Step 4 ~ Consultation with Applicant 

 

  Discuss Fish Passage Needs and Design Options with Applicant 
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**  Steps 1 through 4 ideally should occur during First Stage Consultation  ** 
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Fishway Development within FERC Process 

Exemptions 

Have fish passage or future fish 
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Licenses 

Have fish passage or future fish 

passage condition finalized by 

FERC’s Notice of REA 

• include background, need, justification, 

design criteria, etc. 

Subject to EPAct 
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