UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT YOUR LOCAL
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

ASSABET RIVER NWR
Visitor Center at 680 Hudson Road, Sudbury, MA. For question about programs or to register
contact Kizette at kizette_ortizvanger@fws.gov or 978-562-3527 x. 117

Birds Fly South for the Winter...Or do they?: Saturday, November 24" at 7:30am
"Everyone" knows that birds fly south for the winter. Except for the ones that don't! In
this session we will look at which birds leave our area during the cooler months, and
which ones stick it out, and why. (Where do those Robins go, anyway?) Bring good binoculars, a bird

identification book, and appropriate hiking or trail shoes. Contact John to RSVP by 3pm on Friday, November 23rd by
email at jmilhaven@gmail.com or call 978-201-6028; limited to 15 participants.

FARNWR November Program - Active and Engaged: Conservation of Rare Species inside Route 495 in the Greater
Boston Area presented by Bryan Windmiller, Wednesday, November 28" at 7pm Did you know that many rare
species in our state such as Blanding's turtles, little brown bats, timber rattle snakes and Britton's violets have
significant populations within 30 miles of Boston? This challenges the notion that the area "inside 495", the outer
limits of Greater Boston, is simply too urbanized and fragmented by roads to be of much conservation value. Wildlife
conservation "inside 495" will rarely be a passive affair of simply protecting habitat; instead it will require long-term,
sustained, and active management involving the cooperation of private landowners and a variety of public

agencies. Bryan will describe some ongoing conservation projects related to many of the species mentioned above and
some of the challenges involved in conserving wildlife in suburbs and cities. Bryan Windmiller is head of Grassroots
Wildlife Conservation, Inc. and is a board member of Friends of ARNWR. Bryan works as an independent consulting
ecologist and educator and specializes in developing hands-on educational programs into the conservation of rare
species. The Friends' monthly meetings are usually held on the last Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. Talks are
free and open to the general public.

Refuge Fledgling Hour: Friday, November 30" at 10:30am November’s hibernation program will include a story and
an art project (decorating a “cave” or other “house” for the winter). Please bring a teddy bear! Programs will be held
the 4™ Friday of every month (except in November it will be the gt Friday due to the holiday!) 10:30am — 11:30am for
2 to 5 year olds; siblings welcome.

Showing of “Mother Nature’s Child”: Thursday, December 13" at 7pm This film explores nature’s powerful role in
children’s health and development. The film marks a moment in time when a living generation can still recall
childhoods of free play outdoors; this will not be true for most children growing up today. The effects of “nature deficit
disorder” are now being noted across the country in epidemics of child obesity, attention disorders, and depression.
(Running Time: 57 min). Short discussion to follow film.

Refuge Fledgling Hour: Friday, December 28" at 10:30am Programs will be held the 4t Friday of every month
10:30am — 11:30am for 2 to 5 year olds; siblings welcome. December’s program will be themed on “Snow — What
Animals Do in the Snow, and the Science behind a Snowflake.” It will include a craft & a venture outside.

FARNWR Winter Solstice Bird Survey: Sunday, January 6" at 8am-10amThis time of year when the days reach their
shortest is traditionally when birds in our area are counted. In the spirit of this effort we will be doing an informal
survey of birds found in the Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge. Bird ID skills helpful, but not necessary. Please bring
binoculars and a bird ID guide and remember to dress warm. Meet at the visitor center. Contact John to RSVP by 3pm
on Friday, January 4™ by email at jmilhaven@gmail.com or call 978-201-6028; limited to 15 participants. Beginners
welcome.

Visitor Center Holiday Hours - Closed on Nov 22.
Open Dec 26-30, 10am - 4pm for winter break.
(PLEASE TURN PAGE OVER FOR MORE PROGRAMMING INFORMATION)



PUDDLESTOMPERS Nature Exploration — February 2013 Drop-Off Vacation Program: Tuesday, February 19" — Friday,
February 22" at 9am-1pm Let us lead your children in discovering the beauty and wonder of late winter and early
spring during PUDDLESTOMPERS February Vacation Week Drop-Off Program. Activity will be based at Assabet River
National Wildlife Refuge in Sudbury where we will venture outside along the adjacent trails as much as temperature
and weather allow. Learn about how animals survive the winter and why evergreens keep their leaves. Look for animal
tracks and other signs of winter activity. Investigate the reappearance of animals and the new growth of plants as
Mother Nature promises warmer weather in the months ahead. We will learn about the day’s topic through hands-on
exploration, active movement and play, crafts, stories, and songs with our integrated curriculum. A snack will be
provided each day, as well as a take-home craft and handout with additional activities and information to extend
learning and nature discovery into your home. Bring a nut-free lunch. Min. 4 children/Max. 20 children. Dates: Sign up
for 1, 2, 3 or all 4 days! Tuesday 2/19, Wednesday 2/20, Thursday 2/21, Friday 2/22 Ages: 3-6 year olds, drop-off

Cost: $60/day/child; Friends of Assabet River receive 10% discount

OXBOW NWR Entrance: Still River Depot Road parking lot (at end of Still River Depot Road in Harvard, MA)
For questions about programs, contact Rona Balco, President of Friends of Oxbow NWR, 978-779-2259 or Ada at
ada@friendsoftheoxbow.org.

Christmas Bird Count in Harvard, Ayer and Shirley: Sunday, December 16" at 8am-3pm Join Friends of the Oxbow
NWR for a day of birding as part of the 113" National Audubon Christmas Bird Count (CBC). The CBC is citizen science
at its best throughout North, Central and South America. Every year groups of observers search a given area trying to
find as many species and number of birds as possible. Dress for cold adverse weather and bring binoculars, lunch/drink.
For more information and to RSVP contact Rona or Don MacFarlane at 978-897-7567.

GREAT MEADOWS NWR Concord Impoundments on Monsen Road, off Rte. 62 in Concord, MA

Nature Walks: A Sense of Place at Great Meadows NWR (Concord) Sunday, December 16", 2pm — 4pm As we
approach the Winter Solstice, daylight wanes and opportunities multiply for us to meet beauty and wildlife on the
threshold of darkness. On this month's walk, we'll explore the landscape for details highlighted by the low hanging sun,
the bustle of birds feeding and settling, the dusk-time activity around an active beaver lodge, and revelations of
resident owls. Let's hope for a colorful sunset finish to the afternoon's adventure. No pre-registration required. A
S5/person voluntary donation will be gratefully accepted. Led by Cherrie Corey, local naturalist and photographer. Co-
sponsored by Musketaquid Arts and Environment Program and Friends of Assabet River NWR. Meet by the information
kiosk at Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge in Concord. For questions or to be added to the e-mailing list, email
cherrie.corey@verizon.net or call 978-760-1933, http://sense-of-place-concord.blogspot.com/

REMINDER: PETS ARE NOT ALLOWED ON THE REFUGES
Contact Us:
680 Hudson Road Sudbury, MA 01776 978-562-3527
Facebook: Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge and Twitter.com/assabetrivernwr
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/easternmanwrcomplex
Friends of Assabet River: http://www.farnwr.org/
Friends of the Oxbow NWR: http://www.friendsoftheoxbownwr.org/
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