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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

25 projects that improved our coast
Northeast Region

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Coastal Program has worked to
protect, restore and enhance habitat
for a host of fish, birds, mammals and
insects since 1985.

Here are just 25 of the hundreds of
projects we have worked on to improve
our coast from 2008 to 2010. Visit
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/coastal/
features/25byears.html to learn more.

Chesapeake Bay

1. Protected habitat for diamondback
terrapins, migratory shorebirds and
marsh grass at the Eastern Neck
National Wildlife Refuge in Kent
County, Maryland, by constructing
barriers to protect shoreline habitat.

2. Led restoration of 625 feet of the
Little Catoctin Creek in Myersville,
Md., to benefit residents and trust
species including the American
woodcock and prairie warbler.

3. Led efforts to control nutria rodent
populations on 12,000 acres in the
Nanticoke River watershed in
Maryland, where the species has
destroyed hundreds of thousands
of marshland acres throughout the
Chesapeake Bay.
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4. Began protection and restoration of
2,300 acres in the Pocomoke River
watershed in Maryland as part of
a partnership to protect several
thousand acres in the watershed,
benefiting the Delmarva fox squirrel,
mallard, American black duck and
other species.

5. Protected the endangered dwarf
wedgemussel and other species by
working with others to purchase
and manage 80 acres of forest in
the MeIntosh Run watershed in
Maryland as part of a project to
protect 1,400 acres of forests.

Delaware Bay Estuary

6. Helped restore 86 acres of the
Atlantic White Cedar wetlands
and enhance 340 acres in the Great
Cypress Swamp, Delaware, to
improve water quality and benefit
Swainson’s warbler and Hessel’s
hairstreak butterfly.

7. Developed an outdoor classroom
and schoolyard for the Albert M.
Greenfield Elementary School in
Philadelphia to connect the school
community with nature.

8. Provided funds for monitoring

and improving management of the
threatened piping plover along
Virginia’s eastern shore.

9. Led development of a framework
for horseshoe crab harvest
regulations to support the red
knot and other shorebirds in the
Delaware Bay.

10. Studied bird/building eollision in
Philadelphia to provide information
about these collisions in urban
areas and to reduce impacts on
songbirds.

11. Helped restore 33 acres of forest
and 15 acres of wetlands in Kent
County, Delaware, to increase
habitat for several rare species and
to improve local water quality.

12. Worked with students and others
to plant native vegetation in 6
riverside acres after the removal
of two dams on the Musconetcong
River in New Jersey.

Dam removal in New Jersey
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13. Began removing 37 unoccupied and
deteriorating cottages to restore

35 acres of beach habitat on Long
Beach West in Stratford, Conn.

14. Surveyed, monitored and addressed
barriers to the nesting season
on Sandy Point Island in Rhode
Island for seabirds and shorebirds,
including the threatened piping
plover.

15. Evaluated New England cottontail
and bat populations and habitats
across the Northeast Region.
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17.

18.

. Helped inventory more than
50,000 acres of forest and survey
for invasive plants in Rhode

Island to guide management and
intervention.

Enhanced 5 miles of river, 81 acres
of salt marsh and 72 acres of lake
habitat for fish migration in Rocky
Neck State Park in East Liyme,
Conn., the second largest alewife
herring run in the Long Island
Sound.

Supported Narragansett Indian
efforts to identify and manage
important natural resources on
tribal lands, including assessing
invasive species, rare plants,
breeding birds and wetlands.

Gulf of Maine

1.

4.

5.

Gulf of Maine Coastal Program

Constructed a fishway on Blackman
Stream in Bradley, Maine, to restore
access for alewives, American eel and
sea-run trout to upstream pond and
stream habitat.

. Assessed and prioritized fish passage

barriers in the Casco Bay watershed
by surveying 500 structures that
cross streams and potentially block
migration.

. Removed a 100-year-old dam on the

Little River in the Androscoggin
River watershed, opening 45 miles of
historic habitat for Atlantic salmon,
American eel and sea lamprey.
Supported seabird nesting
restoration projects on Eastern
Egg Rock, Outer Green, Jenny and
Stratton islands.

Benefited waterfowl, shorebirds,
wading birds, bald eagles and sea-
run fish by helping protect 267 acres
of habitat in the Greater Pleasant
Bay.

Little River after dam removal

6. Worked with others to protect 217
acres of habitat in Merrymeeting
Bay and the Lower Kennebec
River for several state and federal

threatened and endangered species.

7. Conserved 240 acres on the York

River as part of a project protecting

934 acres of wetland and upland
habitat for species including
diadromous fish and sharp-tailed
Sparrows.
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