American Eel Status Review

Questions for Experts

Stock Assessment

(Includes discussion of ASMFC’s draft Stock Assessment and Peer Review reports.)
What areas of uncertainty have the greatest potential influence on our listing decision?

For each of the numbered questions below, please consider these points:  
· What are some of the current hypotheses relating to the question?
· Are these hypotheses supported by experimentation/scientific studies? 

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of these hypotheses?
1. What factors contributed to the reported eel decline in the past two decades?  Harvest in the late 1970’s?  Full effect of the Conowingo dam? NAOI?
2. Is it likely that the decline will continue?
3. Have the effects of some contributing factors (e.g., dam construction) been fully realized and hence expected to cause no further decline?

4. Are there new factors, the effects of which have not been fully realized?

5. How is recruitment failure defined in the peer review report?

6. Given the data sources used, is it appropriate to make inferences to the species range-wide, including the saltwater component, from the stock assessment?

7. What is the likelihood of recruitment failure based on existing data (given that we do not have range-wide data)?

8. Chesapeake Bay shows a 50% decline (1994-2004) how much of this could be a regional phenomenon given that the harvest here is so great (50% of all commercial landings from 1950-2000) and targets yellow eels?

9. Uphoff and Weeder identified overfishing of eels in the Chesapeake Bay, but acknowledged that this was based on a “closed system”, how relevant then is the “overfished” statement in a status review given that it is not a closed system?

10. What would be a likely harvest mortality rate?

11. Did the SASC give reasons for not using ICES 2001 and Richkus and Whalen 1999?

12. On page 8 of the peer review there is no discussion of Facultative cadadromy, how would that information influence your findings?

13. It is stated that it remains unclear which regions and habitats contribute most to production of spawners, yet there has been information presented here and in the literature that gives an indication that some habitats are more productive.

14. It is stated that dams have dramatically curtailed the inland distribution compared to historic patterns, is there a citation for this?  This statement may be contradictory to the NatureServe updated eel range maps.

