American Eel Status Review

Questions for Experts

Contaminants

(Includes discussion of various contaminants and their lethal and sublethal effects on the eel)
The overarching question - Is the long-term persistence of the American eel population in whole or in part threatened by contaminants?

Characterizing the threat of contaminants will include looking at the 

· Geographic scope (localized/dispersed across range or significant portion of range/ pervasive across range or significant portion of range)

· Severity by life stage (What is the level [quantitative]of damage to the habitat and/or species: lethal, sublethal/uncertain/negligible to no threat)

· Immediacy (when is the threat operating).
For each of the numbered questions below, please consider these points:  
· What are some of the current hypotheses relating to the question?
· Are these hypotheses supported by experimentation/scientific studies? 

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of these hypotheses?
Presentation:  Amy Roe, USFWS
1) What are the current about the impact of contaminants on the following:
i) reproductive success;

ii) abnormalities in leptocephali;

iii) migration;

iv) availability of prey items; and

v) synergistic effects with diseases?

To assist us in completing our analysis:

2) For each region (north to south) how many years do males and females spend in their freshwater and estuarine habitats?

3) What are the home ranges for males and females (and does home range vary for northern and southern eels)?

