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The condition in bats known as 'white-nose syndrome' (WNS) was first noted among dead and hibernating bats 
found in caves near Albany, New York, by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
beginning in February 2007. Affected bats appeared to have a white substance on their heads and wings. In early 
2008, “white-nosed” bats were once again seen in hibernaculae. Since March 2008, biologists and cavers have 
documented thousands of dead and dying bats at over 25 caves and mines in New York, Vermont, Massachusetts 
and Connecticut. 
 
A Wildlife Disease Specialist from the USGS National Wildlife Health Center (NWHC) met with biologists in 
some affected areas in March 2008 and collected environmental samples from affected caves and mines in 
Vermont, New York and Massachusetts. Live, dead and dying bats were documented in and outside of their 
hibernacula. 
 
Since February 2008, the NWHC has received nearly 100 bat carcasses, both euthanized and recently dead.  
Species include little brown, big brown, northern long-eared and eastern pipistrelle bats, and most of these bats 
have been from New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Connecticut.  
 
The most common findings in the bats have been emaciation and poor body condition. Many of the bats examined 
had little or no body fat. A subset of the bats examined also exhibited changes in the lung that have been difficult to 
characterize. A majority of bats had microscopic fungal hyphae on the external surfaces of their bodies. The white 
substance observed on some bats may represent an overgrowth of normal fungal colonizers of bat skin during 
hibernation and could be an indicator of overall poor health, rather than a primary pathogen. Investigations into the 
cause of the morbidity, including underlying environmental factors, potential secondary microbial pathogens 
and/or toxicants, are underway. 
 
Report WNS observations to your state conservation agency, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the USGS 
National Wildlife Health Center. 
 
To report wildlife mortality events to USGS, please visit: http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/mortality_events/reporting.jsp 
or contact a member of NWHC’s Field Investigations Team: Anne Ballmann, 608-270-2445, 
aballmann@usgs.gov; Krysten Schuler, 608-270-2447, kschuler@usgs.gov; or Nathan Ramsay, 608-270-2443, 
nramsay@usgs.gov.  
 
Web sites for additional information: 
USGS National Wildlife Health Center: http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/disease_information/white-nose_syndrome/
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/white_nose.html  
Bat Conservation International:   http://www.batcon.org/news/news_item.asp?NewsID=346
 
WILDLIFE HEALTH BULLETINS are distributed to natural resource/conservation agencies to provide and 
promote information exchange about significant wildlife health threats in their geographic region. If you’d like to 
be added to or removed from the mailing list for these bulletins, please contact Gail Moede Rogall at 608-270-2438 
or e-mail: gmrogall@usgs.gov. 
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