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ASMFC Overview 

• Formed in 1942 – Interstate 
Compact 

• 15 Atlantic coast states,  
ME – FL 

• 0 – 3 miles from shore 
• Deliberative forum for states 
• Cooperative management of 

transboundary resources 
• Standards est. by Atlantic Coastal 

Cooperative Management Act  
 



Atlantic Coastal Act (1993) 

• Provides current authority and funding 

• Authorizes $10M to states and 
Commission 

• Standards for fisheries management 

• States implement regulations 

• State compliance tied to conservation 
standards 

• Work cooperatively with federal partners 
on shared resources 



Mission/Vision 

Mission (1942 Compact) 
To promote cooperative management of marine, shell and 
diadromous fisheries of the US Atlantic coast by the 
protection and enhancement of such fisheries, and by the 
avoidance of physical waste of the fisheries from any cause. 
 

Vision (Strategic Plan) 
Sustainably Managing  
Atlantic Coastal Fisheries 



ASMFC Programs 

• Interstate Fisheries Management (ISFMP) 

• Determine management strategies  

• Fisheries Science 

• Technical support to ISFMP 
• Stock assessments 

• Habitat Conservation 

• Improve conservation through partnerships, 
policy development and advocacy 

• Law Enforcement 

• Recreational/commercial compliance 



ISFMP Policy Board 

Habitat 
Committee 

Management and Science 
Committee 

Fish Passage Work Group 

Species 
Management 

Boards 

Technical Committees 

Stock Assessment 
Subcommittees 

ISFMP Structure 



Fisheries Management 

• 25 species/species groups 

• Some managed solely by Commission 

• American eel, shad & river herring, Atlantic 
sturgeon, striped bass 

• Others managed jointly/cooperatively with 
Regional Fishery Management Councils and 
NOAA Fisheries 

• Summer flounder, scup, black sea bass, 
Atlantic herring 



Fisheries Management 

25 Species/Species Groups Under Management 



Each State 

Director of Marine 
Fishery Agency 

State 
Legislator 

Governor 
Appointee 

1 State – 1 Vote Principle 



ASMFC Fisheries Science  
& Management Process 

Data Collection           
 

• Landings 
• Effort 
• Surveys 

Stock Assessment  
• Biomass  
• Fishing Mortality 
• Age Structure                

Fisheries Management 
• Gear Restrictions 
• Quotas 
• Permitting 

Public Input  
• Advisory Panels 
• Public Hearings 
• Public Comment 



Habitat Conservation 

Habitat Committee 

Improve fisheries habitat conservation through 
partnerships, policy development, and education  

 



Habitat Conservation 

Habitat Conservation 

Fish Passage Work Group (FPWG) 

– Established in 2009 
to address concerns 
with barrier impacts 
on diadromous 
species  

– State, federal, and 
NGO representation  

– Annual meetings 

 



Habitat Conservation 
FPWG tasked by ISFMP Policy Board following initial 

workshop 
 
 Develop a policy on passage 

efficiency for diadromous fishes 

 Prioritize fish passage projects 

 Identify effective fish passage 
approaches 

 Recommend targets for increasing 
fish passage in each state 

 Initiate an East Coast Fish Passage 
Plan 

 Develop guidance for navigating the 
FERC dam relicensing process 

 Task diadromous species technical 
committees with evaluating positive 
and negative consequences of 
providing fish passage 

 
 



Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership 

• Coastwide partnership of fish habitat resource 
managers and scientists from state, federal, and 
tribal entities, and NGOs 
 

• Support projects that 
protect and maintain 
healthy aquatic systems 
and  prevent further 
degradation 
 



ASMFC Role in FERC Licensing 

• No policy in place defining ASMFC participation 
in licensing process 

– Case by case basis 

• ASMFC usually defers to state marine fisheries 
agencies to participate in the interest of ASMFC 
managed species 
 

• ASMFC is a source of technical documentation 
that may qualify as comprehensive plans 
 

• ASMFC may provide letters of support and 
technical support on request 



Technical Documentation 
• Fishery Management Plans (FMP) 

– Amendments (change to existing FMP) 
– Addenda (addition to existing FMP) 
– Sustainable FMPs (special case for shad and river 

herring) 

• American Shad Habitat Plans 

• Stock Assessments 
– Benchmarks (consider new methods and data sources)  
– Updates (most recent data) 

• Habitat Management Series 

• Habitat Fact Sheets  

 
 
 



FMP Components 

• Background Information  
– Social, economic, and ecological benefits of implementation  
– Abundance and present condition 
– Habitat considerations 

• Goals and Objectives 
– Stock rebuilding targets and schedules 

• Monitoring Program Specifications/Elements  
– Habitat program 

• Management Program Implementation  
– Habitat conservation and restoration 

• Compliance  
– Monitoring requirements  

• Management and Research Needs 
– Research and data needs  

 



States Act 
Regulations Implemented and Enforced 

Commission Decides 
Final Management Measures 

Public & Advisory Panel Input 
Public Comment Process 

Proposed Action 
Potential Management Measures 

Scientific Review 
Technical Committee 

Problem identified 
Stock Status 

FMP Development 

FMP/Amendment: 12 – 18 months               Addendum: 3 – 6 months  



Current FMPs 
• Annual FMP reviews 

 

• Striped bass 
– Amendment 6 to Striped Bass FMP (2003) and addenda I-IV (2007-2014) 

• Atlantic sturgeon 
– Amendment 1 to Atlantic Sturgeon FMP (1998) and addenda I-IV (2005-2012) 
– Addendum IV (2012) – Habitat Considerations  

• American shad  
– Amendment 3 to Shad and River Herring FMP (2010) 
– State Sustainable Fishery Management Plans 

• River herring 
– Amendment 2 to Shad and River Herring FMP (2009) 
– State Sustainable Fishery Management Plans 

• American eel 
– Original American Eel FMP (1999) and addenda I-IV (2006-2014) 
– Addendum II (2008) – Recommendations for improving upstream and downstream 

passage 
– Addendum IV (2014) – Potential to tie increased passage to fishery participation  



American Shad Habitat Plans 
• Comprehensive assessment of most pressing 

habitat threats to shad restoration by state/river 
system 

• Fish passage  
• Climate change 
• Water quality (DO) 

• Address threats outside state marine fish agency 

• State Inland Fish & Wildlife  
Agencies 

• FERC – dam relicensing 

• Corps of Engineers 

• Anticipate 5 year updates 



River Herring Efforts 

• Comprehensive Conservation Plan  

• ASMFC/NOAA Fisheries partnering on plan 
development with 80+ stakeholders 

• Plan to address needs throughout species entire range  

• Habitat restoration priorities by sub-watershed 

• Joint effort by Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership 
and The Nature Conservancy 



Stock Assessment Components 

• Life History 

• Habitat Description 

• Fishery-Dependent Data Sources 

• Fishery-Independent Data Sources 

• Assessment Methods and Results 

• Stock Status  

• Research Recommendations  



Current Stock Assessments 

• Striped Bass 
– Last assessed in 2013 

– Frequent assessment updates 

• Atlantic Sturgeon 
– Last assessed in 1998 

– New assessment anticipated in 2017 

• American Shad 
– Last assessed in 2007 

• River Herring 
– First coastwide assessment in 2012 

• American Eel 
– First coastwide assessment in 2012 



Habitat Management Series 

Annual publications 
developed by ASMFC 
Habitat Committee 
focusing on specific 
habitat issues  



Habitat Fact Sheets 

Concise, two-page descriptions of species habitat and Habitat 
Areas of Particular Concern (HAPC), threats to habitat, 
recommendations to improve habitat, and research needs 



St. Croix Alewife Passage 

Letter in support of 
allowing alewife 
unrestricted access to 
their historic habitat 
throughout the St. Croix 
watershed 



Resources 

Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 

www.asmfc.org 

• All Documentation 

• Contact Information  

 

Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitat Partnership 

www.atlanticfishhabitat.org 

 

Technical Expert Working Group for River Herring 

http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/prote
cted/riverherring/tewg/index.html  
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Questions? 


