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Introduction

Average surface PCB concentrations pre-remediation in RS1 and

Remedial design sampling in the Upper Hudson (Figure 1) found higher and more RS2 are comparable and exceed 100 ppm total PCBS (Figure 2).

widespread PCB concentration in the surface and much slower natural recovery
than models predicted for the 2002 remedy.

Impacts on Recovery an
Restoration

The cleanup levels for RS2 and RS3 are three times higher than for
RS1 (Table 1). As a result, estimated post-remediation surface PCB
concentrations will be greatly reduced in RS1, but not as much in
RS2 and RS3 (Figure 3).

Average post-remediation surface sediment concentrations will be five times higher
in River Section (RS)2 and RS3 than EPA anticipated when developing the ROD
(Field et al 2009). A robust PCB clean up and a high quality design for
habitat replacement and reconstruction should be the
first stages in recovering all habitats impacted by the
remedy.

Many of the RS2 and RS3 cores with concentrations exceeding the
surface criterion for RS1 (10 ppm Tri+ PCB) are within 200 feet of the
Phase 2 areas designated for dredging (Figures 4-7).

In December 2010, GE agreed to perform the second phase of dredging in the
Upper Hudson River. According to EPA, “Phase two will require GE to remove an
estimated 95 percent or more of PCBs from the areas designated for dredging.”
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