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Most U.S. Organizations Not Adapting to Climate Change

The report, “The Climate Crisis and the Adaptation Myth,” is
published by the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies and
is available at
www.environment.yale.edu/publication-series/climate_change/.

Public release date: 2-Dec-2008

Yale University
Contact: David DeFusco
david.defusco@yale.edu
203-436-4842

New Haven, Conn.-Organizations in the United States that are at the
highest risk of sustaining damage from climate change are not
adapting enough to the dangers posed by rising temperatures,
according to a Yale report.

“Despite a half century of climate change that has already
significantly affected temperature and precipitation patterns and has
already had widespread ecological and hydrological impacts, and
despite a near certainty that the United States will experience at
least as much climate change in the coming decades just as a result
of current atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases, little
adaptation has occurred,” says Robert Repetto, author of “The Climate
Crisis and the Adaptation Myth” and a senior fellow of the United
Nations Foundation…
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IPCC Report, 2005

Pew Center, Climate Change 101
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Local Government Responsibilities
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Existing Toolbox
Public Health 
Programs

Hazard Mitigation 
Planning

Comprehensive 
Planning



Public Health Programs
 Awareness & Alerts

 Air Quality
 Immunizations & 

Vaccinations
 Pollution Prevention
 Pest Control



Hazard Mitigation Planning
 Natural Hazards

 Flooding
 Winter Storms
 Drought
 Wildfires

 Mitigation Goals & Objectives
 Implementation Strategy



Land Use Planning
 Comprehensive Plan

 Floodplain Management
 Shoreline Management
 Zoning Ordinances
 Overlay Districts
 Subdivision Ordinances
 Wetlands Ordinances
 Open Space & Recreation
 Chesapeake Bay Preservation

 Master Plans
 Public Space
 Waterfront/Shoreline
 Watershed

 Local Initiatives
 Eco‐City Charters
 Smart Growth
 Cool Counties
 Cool Cities



Challenges to Implementation
 “Climategate” & Skeptics
 Enabling Authority
 Private Land Rights
 Land Use Nomenclature
 Maintenance & Service Politics
 Funds

One size does not fit all.



Specific Strategies & Resources
 Education & outreach
 Integrating vulnerability 

assessment and adaptation 
options into HazMit
planning processes

 Increasing freeboard and 
setback requirements

 Encouraging the transfer of 
development rights

 Creating rolling easements

www.epa.gov/CRE
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