Citizen Science Project Opportunities 2012
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An casy way to he!P conservation organizations is with Citizen Science Frojects Many are as simP!e as
“when you sce something rare, report it?” Others ask for monitoring of blooming ﬂowers, nesting bircls, or

road-killed animals. T he imPortant Projects detailed below need your help!

Linking Landscapcs for Massachusetts WiIAIti www.linkinglandscaPcs.inFo/roads/homc,html
The Massachusetts DePartment of Transportation, the Massachusetts
Natural Heritage and E_nclangered SPecies Frogram, and the \/ernal Fool
Association have launched a long~’cerm and multifaceted effort to minimize
the imPact of the existing road network on rare and nongame wilc”hce, while
imProving highwag saFctg‘ The effortis sPcchcicany !ooking at three main

impac’cs: i ~general wildlife roadkills, 2 - vernal Pool salamander migration,

and % — turtle crossing hotspots.

Nationa] icnology Network http://www.usanpn.org/
The USA National Fhenologg Ne’cwork brings ’cogether citizen scientists, government
agencies, non~ProFit groups, educators and students of all ages to monitor the imPacts of

climate change on Plants and animals in the ( nited States. | he network harnesses the

power of People and the |nternet to collect and share information, Providing researchers
with far more data than ’chey could collect alone. T hisis a great way to monitor how climate change may be

imPacting the natural cgcle of the seasons.

Cornc" Univcrsity www.birds.cornc".cdu/ CitSci
]F}jou are interested in habitat requirements of forest birdsj want to track color variation of Pigeons, or have

feeders or nesting birds you love to watch, check out the numerous citizen science opportuni’cies at Cornell.

f:ircﬂy Frojcct~ Museum of Science, Boston www.mos.org/mcircﬁgwatch/ home
Boston’s Museum of Science, along with T ufts (niv. & Fitchburg State
Co”egc are stuclging the status of fireflies in MA. Fireﬂg sightings can be
rePortcd on the website.

Flip Me Over, Flease!
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COncord Christmas Count www.audubon.org/ bird/cbc
HC]P count Massachusctts’ local birds — either as part of a field team or
}39 watchingyourlcccc{crlcrom your window. ]Fyou are interested in
l‘lclping with this importan’c effort in December and Januarg, contact
Stcphanic K och at stcphanic_koch@Fws.gov.

Rare SPccics chorting

Angtimc you are on rcFugc land and come across a rare sPccics, givc us a call or droP us a note here at the

rcmcugc so we can add it to our records and rcPort it accorc{ing]g to any other agency. You can call the
rcmcugc Bio!ogica! Staff at 9784434661 x 24 or 37, or emailin a report to Stephanic at
stcphanic_koch@Fws.gov. [Here is a short list of some of the species to watch for:

Blancling’s Turtle | cast Pittern
Blue-spotted Salamander Sec!ge Wren

Musk Turhle Marsh Wrcn

Common Moorhen Sora

FPied-billed (Grebe " astern Hogmoscd Snakc
SPottcd Turtle King Kail

American Bittern [~ astern Ribbon Snake

Nighthawk Surveys, SuAsCo and Nashua Rivers http:// www.borobirding.net/

]Fgou are interested in getting out and cnjoging late summer evenings
}39 the river, check out the nighthawk website and consider signing up
as avolunteer nighthawk counter! | he purpose of the survey is to
collect kcg statistics on the continuing dramatic decline in (Common
Nighthawk migrants that began in the Poston and SuAsCo va“cg
areas more than 100 years ago and has now sPrcad across all of

central and northern MA, north to northern Canada
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