[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT YOUR LOCAL
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

ASSABET RIVER NWR 
Visitor Center at 680 Hudson Road, Sudbury, MA. For questions about programs or to register contact Kizette at kizette_ortizvanger@fws.gov or 978-562-3527 x. 117. To keep up to date “Like Us” on Facebook or follow us on Twitter.

History De-bunked: Sunday, August 4th at 2-3pm Come hear about how the first National Wildlife Refuge was created. Learn about the history behind the refuge: what was it before? What made it change? Why did it become a National Wildlife Refuge? You’ll be able to travel back in time by getting a tour of one of our bunkers. Registration is limited to 30 participants, please RSVP with Kizette.

Refuge Fledgling Hour:  Friday, August 23rd at 10:30am Nature themed program series that will include crafts, stories, and games or songs that will relate to a different topic each month.  Programs will be held the 4th Friday of every month 10:30am – 11:30am for 2 to 5 year olds; siblings welcome. Please bring appropriate clothing and bug spray. 

Nighthawk Migration: Saturday, August 24th at 6-8pm Once a very familiar nesting bird in Massachusetts, the Common Nighthawk has been declining in numbers for the last century.  It is also usually an inconspicuous bird with its drab brown coloration and nocturnal habits.  However thousands of the birds can still be seen migrating through Eastern Massachusetts in late August in loose flocks far overhead at dusk, and sometimes feeding much closer to the ground.  Local bird enthusiasts have used this annual opportunity to count numbers of Nighthawks as they travel through our area and maintain a database of migration numbers in the Sudbury/Assabet/Concord River watersheds, and beyond.  We will use this session to see if any NIghthawks migrate through or feed over Assabet River NWR.  Nighthawk identifying tips will be covered, including how to distinguish them from other evening flyers, especially swifts, swallows and bats.  We may also hear and see beavers, muskrats or owls.  Contact John to RSVP by 3pm on Friday, August 23rd at jmilhaven@gmail.com or call 978-201-6028; limited to 20 participants. Free to FARNWR Members. Non-members: $5.

Mass Audubon Summer Day Camp at Assabet River NWR – Sign up now! http://www.massaudubon.org/Nature_Connection/Sanctuaries/Drumlin_Farm/camp.php

Fall Historical Bus Tour: Sunday, October 28th at Noon Join Maynard Historian Paul Boothroyd for our popular bus tour of the historical sites of the Assabet River NWR. Visit sites dating back to Native Americans, Washington and the War of Independence, and World War II for many entertaining stories and anecdotes. Tickets at $9.00 per person in advance only. Reserve your space early by calling Paul Boothroyd at (978) 835-4515. Co-sponsored by the Friends of the Assabet River NWR. 
OXBOW NWR Entrance: Still River Depot Road parking lot (at end of Still River Depot Road in Harvard, MA). For questions about programs, contact Rona Balco, President of Friends of Oxbow NWR, 978-779-2259 or Ada at ada@friendsoftheoxbow.org.

Blanding’s Turtle Update: Thursday, July 25th at 7pm Jared Greene, biologist and researcher, will be presenting a progress report on the Blanding's Turtle research which he is conducting at the Oxbow and Assabet National Wildlife Refuges. To secure the future of these turtles, which are on the MA endangered species list, certain numbers of young Blandings have been relocated from the Oxbow to the Assabet Refuge. Jared, top researcher, will explain his findings so far. This promises to be an interesting and informative meeting.  A live Blanding's turtle will be present. Light refreshments will be served. Donations will be appreciated to help support Jared's research. The event will take place in the Lancaster Community Center, which is located behind the library (717 Main Street) in Lancaster. RSVP to Rona or Ada.

(PLEASE TURN PAGE OVER FOR MORE PROGRAMMING INFORMATION)
Nighthawk Migration Survey: Saturday, August 17th – Sunday, September 1st at 5:30-7:30pm If you are interested in getting out and enjoying late summer evenings near the Nashua River, consider joining members of the Friends of the Oxbow NWR as a volunteer counter. The data collected will help to understand the continuing decline of this classic migrant. We meet daily, weather permitting, at the fields along Still River Depot Road in Harvard. Bring binoculars if possible. On Sunday, August 18, naturalist and bird expert Dick Knowlton will give an explanation of the research and share his knowledge of this unique bird. For more information, call Don Macfarlane at 978-897-7567 or email Ada.

GREAT MEADOWS NWR Concord Impoundments on Monsen Road, off Rte. 62 in Concord, MA
*Sudbury Headquarters*: 73 Weir Hill Road in Sudbury, MA

Caterpillar Foray at Great Meadows NWR (Concord): Saturday, August 3rd at 1-3:30pm Back by popular demand -- naturalist/photographer and caterpillar expert extraordinaire, Sam Jaffe, joins Cherrie twice this summer for caterpillar forays through the refuge's many and varied habitats, revealing hidden wonders -- about their habits, metamorphosis, and special relationships to the surrounding environment -- that will surprise and delight.  Sam's photo galleries can be seen at http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe.
Fee: $25/person for each foray, register early to reserve your space. Limited to 25 per program.
Co-sponsored with Friends of the Assabet River NWR	
To register, please send an email to cherrie.corey@verizon.net for further payment instructions

Monthly Nature Walks: A Sense of Place at Great Meadows NWR (Concord): Sunday, August 11th at 3:30-5:30pm and Saturday, September 7th at 1-3:30pm Meet Cherrie by the info kiosk, just off the parking lot. No pre-registration required.  A $5/person voluntary donation will be gratefully accepted.  Led by Cherrie Corey, local naturalist and photographer; Co-sponsored by Musketaquid Arts and Environment Program and FARNWR.  For questions, email cherrie.corey@verizon.net or call 978-760-1933 http://sense-of-place-concord.blogspot.com/ 

Exploring Autumn’s Changing Landscapes – An Environmental Learning Program for Homeschooled Children: September – December 2013 Join naturalist, educator, and photographer Cherrie Corey for this series of adventures exploring the wonder of autumn's colorful transitions in Concord's Estabrook Woods, Moore's Swamp, the boglands of Walden Woods, and Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge. Each month we will explore one of these unique natural areas and learn to form our own attentive connection to its inhabitants and seasonal flavor.  We'll observe how plants and wildlife prepare for the approaching winter, explore the colors and seed structures of wild plants, watch for winter bird migrants, and learn the ecology of each location we visit -- comparing what we experience in these historic landscapes with the observations and musings of Thoreau and other illustrious Concord naturalists. 
Dates:  Four Fridays - Sept 20, Oct 11, Nov 8, and Dec 13 from 10-12:30 am. 
Fee:  $125/child; limited to 10 children (ages 8-12, parent welcome but not required).  Please make checks or money orders payable to Cherrie A. Corey and send to her at 277 Old Bedford Road, Concord.
To inquire about space availability or ask about the program, please email Cherrie at cherrie.corey@verizon.net or call at 978-760-1933.  For additional program information and resources about Concord's natural history, go to http://sense-of-place-concord.blogspot.com/.



                    REMINDER: PETS ARE NOT ALLOWED ON THE REFUGES
Contact Us:
680 Hudson Road Sudbury, MA 01776 978-562-3527 [image: ][image: ]
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/easternmanwrcomplex
Friends of Assabet River: http://www.farnwr.org/
Friends of the Oxbow NWR:  http://www.friendsoftheoxbownwr.org/  

image2.png




image3.png
NATIONAL
WILDLIFE
REFUGE
SYSTEM





image1.jpeg
@et River
National Wildlife Refuge




