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U . S . F ISH 8  W IL D L IFE S E R V ICE -  R E G IO N  1  

9 1 1  N E  1  Ith  A V E N U E  
P O R T L A N D , O R E G O N  9 7 2 3 2 - 4 1 8 1  

I D A H O  -  N E V A D A  -  CAL IFORN IA  -  W A S H I N G T O N  -  O R E G O N  -  
H A W A II A N D  T H E  P A C IFIC IS L A N D S  

S C - N - G  9 3 - 3 2  

R e fer:  G e o r g i a  P a r h a m , W a s h i n g to n , D .C. - 2 0 2 /2 0 8 - 5 6 3 4  
Dav i d  K l inger ,  P o r tla n d , O r e g o n  -  5 0 3 /2 3 1 - 6 1 2 1  (0.)  

5 0 3 /2 4 6 - 8 3 4 6  (h.)  

Augus t  2 7 , 1 9 9 3  

FIS H  A N D  W IL D L IFE  S E R V ICE  P R O P O S E S  C R ITICA L  U A B ITA T  F O R  
M O J A V E  P O P U L A T IO N  O F  D E S E R T  T O R T O IS E : P U B L IC H E A R I N G S  S C H E D U L E D  

T h e  U .S . F ish  a n d  W i ld l i fe Se r v i ce  to d a y  p r o p o s e d  cr i t ical  h a b i ta t fo r  th e  
M o j a v e  p o p u l a tio n  o f th e  deser t :  to r to ise.  T h e  p r o posa l  e n c o m p a s s e s  p r imar i l y  
Fede r a l  l a n ds  i n  s o u th w e s te r n  U ta h , no r t hwes te rn  A r izona ,  s o u th e r n  N e v a d a , a n d  
Ca l i fo rn ia .  Th is  to r to ise  p o p u l a tio n  was  l i s ted a s  th r e a te n e d  i n  1 9 9 0 . 

A  des i g n a tio n  o f cr i t ica l  h a b i ta t h a s  n o  e ffect  u p o n  p r i va te  o r  state 
act ions.  Cr i t ica l  h a b i ta t p r ov i des  a d d i tio n a l  p ro tec t i on  to  a  l is ted spec ies '  
h a b i ta t on l y  w i th  respec t  to  ac t i ons  c h a t r ece i ve  s o m e  fo r m  o f Fede r a l  
i nvo l vemen t .  S u c h  Fede r a l  i n vo l vemen t  c a n  i n c l ude  l a n d  owne r s h i p  ( such  a s  B u r e a u  
o f L a n d M a n a g e m e n t owne rsh i p ) ,  fu n d i n g  ( such  a s  va r i ous  g r a n ts), o r  a u tho r i za t i on  
( such  a s  Fede r a l  E n e r g y  R e g u l a to ry  Comm i ss i o n  l i censes) .  T h e  E n d a n g e r e d  Spec i e s  
A c t r equ i r es  th a t Fede r a l  a g enc i e s  consu l t  w i th  th e  Se r v i ce  to  e n s u r e  the i r  
act iv i t ies w o u l d  n o t adve rse l y  m o d i fy o r  d e s troy cr i t ical  h a b i ta t. 

"Cr i t ica l  h a b i ta t is w i de l y  m isunde rs tood , "  sa i d  Ma r v i n  P lener t ,  Pac i f i c  
Reg i o n a l  d i rec to r  o f th e  F ish  a n d  W i ld l i fe Se rv ice .  ‘It bas ica l l y  o u t l ines fo r  
Fede r a l  a g enc i e s  th e  a r e as  w h e r e  th e y  m u s t b e  sens i t i ve  c o  th e  poss i b l e  impac ts 
of the i r  act iv i t ies o n  th e  dese r t  to r to ise  a n d  its hab i ra t .  In  cases  w h e r e  th e  
F ish  a n d  W i ld l i fe Se r v i ce  d e te rm i n es  a  p r o p o s e d  Fede r a l  ac t i on  w o u l d  h a r m  
cr i t ical  h a b i ta t, th e  Se r v i ce  is r e qu i r e d  to  wo rk  w i th  th e  i nvo l ved  a g e n c y  to  
deve l o p  r e a s onab l e  a n d  p r u d e n t a l te rna t ives  th a t w o u l d  a l l ow  th e  p ro jec t  to  g o  
fo rwa rd .  It d o e s  n o t es tab l i sh  sanc tua r i es  o r  p roh ib i t  act iv i t ies b y  p e o p l e ." 

B e fo r e  a  fin a l  d e s i g n a tio n  o f cr i t ica l  h a b i ta t is m a d e , th e  Se r v i ce  wi l l  
c ons i de r  pub l i c  c o m m e n ts r ece i ved  d u r i n g  a  g o - d a y  pub l i c  c o m m e n t pe r i od .  T h e  
Se r v i ce  a l so  wi l l  e va l ua t e  th e  e c o n om i c  impac ts o f th e  d e s i g n a tio n . T h e  
E n d a n g e r e d  Spec i e s  A c t a l l ows  a r e as  to  b e  e xc l u d ed  f r om cr i t ical  h a b i ta t if th e  
econom i c  costs o f th e  d e s i g n a tio n  o u twe i gh  th e  conse rva t i on  b e n e fits, a s  l o n g  a s  
th e  exc l us i on  d o e s  n o t resu l t  i n  ext inct ion o f th e  spec ies .  

T h e  p r o p o s e d  cr ie ica l  h a b i ta t resu l ts  f r om se t t l ement  o f two  lawsu i ts  
(Deser t  TQr to i se  e t a l .  v, L u i a n  e t a l ,  a n d  rJat% ra l  Resou r ces  D e fe n s e  Counc i l  v  
B a b b i tt). 
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Desert tortoises are long-lived terrestrial animals that spend much of 
their lives in burrows, emerging primarily during late wincer and early spring 
to forage. The desert tortoise, a vegetarian, grows to about 15 inches in 
length. It is extremely vulnerable to human vandalism and collection because of 
its size and slow movement, and the fact that its only protection is Its hard 
shell. 

Tortoise habitat has been lost, degraded, and fragmentedby livestock, wild 
horse, and burro grazing; urban development; off-highway-vehicle use; and other 
large surface-disturbing activities such as mining, agriculture, and military 
activities. 

In California, the Fish and Uildlife Service proposes eight critical 
habitat units totalling 4,776,700 acres in Imperial, Kern, Los Angeles, 
Riverside, and San Bernardino counties. Of this, 3,341,500 acres are Bureau of 
LandManagement land and 247,400 acres are military land. The remainder includes 
132,900 acres of state land and 1,054,900 acres that are privately owned. 

In Nevada, four units totaling 1,314,OOO acres are proposed for Clark and 
Lincoln counties. Of this, 1,198,500 acres are Bureau of Land Management land, 
107,600 acres are National Park Service land, and 7,900 acres are private. 

In Utah, two units totaling 137,200 acres are proposed in Washington 
County. This consisr;s of 91,400 acres of Bureau of Land Management land, 100 
acres of Forest Service land, 28,000 acres of state land, 16,100 acres of private 
land, and 1,600 acres of Indian tribal lands. 

In Arizona, two units totaling 417,400 acres are proposed InMohave County. 
This consists of 364,000 acres of Bureau of Land Management land, 43,600 acres 
of National Park Service land, 9,200 acres state, and 600 acres private. 

Public hearings addressing the desert tortoise critical habitat issue will 
be held from 1 to k p.m. and 6 co 8 p.m. at the folloving locations on the dates 
listed below: 

o October 6 - Riverside Municipal Auditorium, 3485 7th Street, 
Riverside, California; 

o October 12 - Clark County Commission Chambers, 225 Bridget Avenue, First 
Floor, Las Vegas, Nevada,; and 

o October 14 - Cox Auditorium, The Dixie Center, 425 South 700 East, St. 
George, Utah. 

Individuals wishing to present testimony should bring copies of their 
statements with them. There is no limit to the length of vritten comments, but 
oral statements may be limited to 3 to 5 minutes. Written and oral comments will 
be given the same weight. 
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Public comment regarding the proposal will be taken through October 29, 
1993, and shouldbe sent to the Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Nevada State Office, 4600 Kletzke Lane, C-125, Reno, Nevada 89502. A complete 
description of the proposed rule, as well as the critical habitat unit maps, vi11 
be available for public inspection by appointment during normal business hours 
at the above address. Copies of the economic analysis will be available upon 
written request to the above address. 
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