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DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news release

For Release December 15, 1988 Bob Walker 202=-343-3171
Bruce Batten 907-786-3486

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

The availability of the final legislative environmental
~impact statement (LEIS) on the proposed Arctic National Wildlife
Refugé (ANWR) land exchanges was announced today by Becky Norton
Dunlop, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife
and Parks. From the outset, the Department has made clear that
any exchange would be contingent upon congressional authorization
of an oil and gas leasing program for ANWR and congressional
fatification of exchanges.

The proposed land trades would result in the acquisition of
896,000 pristine acres of inholdings in seven Alaska national
wildlife refuges. Alaska Native corporations would trade those
lands for limited oil and gas interests in approximately 166,000
acres in the coastal plain of ANWR.

"The final LEIS, which encompasses numerous written and oral
comments that have been considered in its preparation, shows that
we have come a long way toward developing a better public
understanding of exactly what these proposed trades entail,"
said Dunlop. "Three years of work have been spent on the
development of the propbsed exchanges. This document will be an
essential reference for the Secretary as he decides whether to

recommend the exchanges to Congress."



T

In 1980, Congress directed the Interior Department to
assess the petroleum potential and study the wildlife resources
of 1.5 million acres of the coastal plain of the 19-million-acre
wildlife refuge in northeastern Alaska. In June 1987, Interior
Secretary Don Hodel reported to Congress that studies indicated
the area may have vast quantities of oil and gas, and that these
resources could be explored and developed while ensuring the
protection of the wildlife values of ANWR. Hodel recommended an
environmentally sound leasing program for the 1.5 million acres.

While petroleum assessment and wildlife studies were being
conducted, the office of the Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks conducted separate negotiations with Alaska
Native corporations concerning possible land exchanges that would
benefit the national wildlife refuge system and provide the
Natives an opportunity to share in revenues if the Arctic

National Wildlife Refuge coastal plain does have significant

‘quantities of producable oil.

A notice of availability of the final LEIS will appear in
the Federal Register on December 16. Copies of the final
statement will be sent to all persons and organizations who
received copies of the draft, or who commented during the public
review process. A limited number are available from the U.S.

" Fish and Wildlife Service regional office in Anchorage, 1011 E.

Tudor Road, Anchorage, Alaska 99503$y(907) 786-3486.

The draft and final LEIS also will be available for review
at each of the Fish and Wildlife Service reglonal offices, and
at the Fish and Wildlife Service Division’of Refuge Management,
Department of the Interior, Room 2343, 18th and C Streets NW.,
Washington, DC 20240.
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