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POSTAGE STAMP TO COMMEMORATE 50 YEARS OF
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION OF MIGRATORY BIRDS

Fifty years of international cooperation in managing and protecting
migratory birds will be celebrated when a new 5-cent postage stamp
commemorating the Migratory Bird Treaty goes on sale March 16, Secretary of
the Interior Stewart L. Udall said today;

First-day-of-issue ceremonies for the new stamp will be held in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in conjunction with the North American Wildlife
and Natural Resources Conference sponsored annually by the Wildlife Management
Institute. More than 1,000 conservationists from Canada, Mexico, and the
United States are expected to attend.

The commemorative stamp was designed by Burt E, Pringle of Jacksonville,
Florida., It is a starkly modern, horizontal design showing two birds in
white outline flying over the Canadian border, one going north and the other
south., Canada is in red, the United States is in blue, and the Great Lakes
are a lighter blue. At the top is a white panel with black Roman capitals
"Migratory Bird Treaty 1916 United States-Canada 1966."

Secretary Udall said, "The Migratory Bird Treaty has been the backbone
of most of the continental efforts to manage and protect ducks, geese, and
other migratory birds.

"More than 280 of the approximately 300 units in the National Wildlife
Refuge System were established to implement the purposes of the Treaty by

providing habitat for management and protection of birds that migrate
between nesting and wintering areas,'" he added.



The Migratory Bird Treaty resulted from concern during the early
1900's over rapidly decreasing populations of migratory birds, particularly
waterfowl., The problem was one of international interest and on August 16,
1916, the '""Convention Between the United States and Great Britain for the
Protection of Migratory Birds in the United States and Canada' was signed.
Ratification soon followed and on December 8, 1916, the Treaty was proclaimed
by President Woodrow Wilson,

This unique Treaty provided international protection to named migratory
game and non-game birds common to both Canada and the United States for the
first time, The Treaty covers nine family classifications of migratory birds
and 33 families of insectivorous and other non-game species, Under its
provisions, each Nation is responsible for enacting its own laws to implement
the Treaty.

Other activities authorized by the Treaty and subsequent implementing
legislation are law enforcement and migratory bird research by Interior's
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, The Bureau conducts continent-wide
surveys during summer to determine populations of various species. This data
is then used to set the annual migratory game bird hunting regulations,

The Bureau also operates the International Bird Banding Center at Laurel,
Maryland, which is the focal point for a single system of bird banding on the
North American Continent. Records at the Bird Banding Center are maintained
through automatic data processing systems to support studies of migratory
birds by both professionals and amateurs.

Canada, through the Canadian Wildlife Service, carries out research,
establishes hunting regulations, and provides law enforcement in implementing
the Treaty. A comprehensive Canadian wetlands preservation program is now
in the planning stages.

Because of the effectiveness of the Migratory Bird Treaty, a similar
agreement with Mexico was concluded in 1936 to extend this protection.
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