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UDALL WARNS BATTLE TO SAVE ENDANGERED WILDLIFE STILL IS BEING LOST
In e year-end status report, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall
declsred today that "despite unprecedented conservetion setion in 1965, we are
still losing the oversll battle to save America's endangered species of fish and
wildlife from extinction."

» "Unless the Nation ss a whole soon becomes aroused over the environmental
Arisis which threatens these specles, we run the risk of further dsmaging these
and other forms of life es well," he said. "The sheer power of the population snd
_technological revolutions may make man himself an endangered species in many parts
of the earth.

"Degpite the best efforts of sclentists, private organizations, and concerned
citizens, the battle to save our naturei heritege is far from being won," Udall
gsald, "What we allow to happen to rare and endangered specles of wildlife may

“become our own destiny too."

The American people responded enthusiastically during 1965 to President
Johngon's call for a "new congervetion" to be applied to the whole enviromment,
but mass depredations continued across the land, Udall said.

"During 1965, despite a reswakened interest in natural besuty, end in
environmental problems generally, we Americens continued to enerocach on priceless
habitat with dredges, bulldozers, pesticldes, fire, explosives and concrete,
destroying the places and the food supply our wildlife needs for survival," he
said, .

"Fhe egtuaries and marshy shallows, where blologists tell us that life itself
began, are being filled, polluted, drained, and otherwise altered irrevocably, from
Chesapeake Bay to the Golden Gate."



The stakes -go far beyond the wishes of nature lovers and bird watchers,
Udall said,

"Every species, being unique, may prove essential in current and future
scientific research into the mystery of 1life itself. Each gpecies is a part of
the food chain which supports other species. Each has s function to perform,
Man is & part of the vast web of 1life and cannot escape the natural consequences
of his actions.

"Federal and State agencies, private organizetions, industry and citizens
must learn to consider wildlife and its habitat as vital natural resources which
deserve consideration in all actions affecting the environment," Udall said.

"If a dam is to be built, if s shoreline is to be moved, if a swamp is to
be filled or a wooded area stripped of its cover, let us at least consider what
we are doing before we take action that cannot be reversed. Sound, coordinated
planning cen save us from disaster."

Udall said that if he could choose & "picture of the year" to illustrate the
crigis it would be the widely circulated photograph of Everglades alligators--
their marshy hebitat drained off by a combination of human action and drought--
being carried bodily by naturalists to waterholes which still offer a chance for

+ amramarnty oairwer? el
(eMmpoTrary Survival.

The Department of the Interior, launching its drive to preserve the 78 species
of wildlife considered endangered, has put a corps of biologists into the field to
study specific problems; reexsmined some long standing practices involving pest
control; and established a 300-acre "modern day Noah's Ark" at the Patuxent
Wildlife Refuge in Maryland to propagate some endangered creatures, Udall noted.

The Interior Depasrtment's Fish and Wildlife Service, Udall said, is moving
rapidly into a new concept of dealing with wildlife by holding off on animal
population reduction until its effect on endangered wildlife species has been

determined.

Further, he said, new control measures on such troublescme species as star-
lings snd blackbirds will be studied so that they will be more selective and not
result in the loss of other, more desirable, birds.

An exsmple of the new approach being taken by the Department is the black-
footed ferret, a large weasel that inhebits the Great Plains and preys on prairie

dogs, Udall said.

"On Indian lands in South Dakota, plans were underwey to eliminate an
infestation of prairie dogs, but before any such control measures were undertaken
we first determined whether their removal would eliminate or contaminate the food

source for the extremely rare ferret.

"Following the ferret survey, controls were put into effect as a range
improvement measure.



"The Bureau of Land Management, the Forest Service, the Buresu of Indian
Affairs, the Pine Ridge Tribal Council and owners of private lands all cooperated
in this program.

"As a consequence, the progrem was extended over the known renge of the
ferret. In this area, prairie dog control and ferret survival will be companion
congiderations."”

One of the species involved in the research at Patuxent, the Florids Ever-
glades kite, has become so rare that the Department has had to import a similar
species~~the snail kite--from South America to facilitate studies of the Florids

bird.

"Thig is the extreme to which we have been driven," Udall said. "There are
gso few surviving specimens that we feel we should avoid any possibility of losing
the Everglades kite to the experiments themselves."

. In a recent census, 70 State and Federal observers counted 38 Cslifornia
condors, the Nation's largest socaring bird, but the species has become so rare
that Interior studies for its perpetuation will be conducted, instead, on imported

South American Andean condors.

Udall said the forecast for the future of the key deer in Floridas "is indeed
bleak," adding:

“The area this enimal favors is being tsken over by developments and it is
becoming almost impossible to afford to lease enough land to assure 1ts survival,"

He gaid he was heartened by the small increase in the whooping crane flock
in 1965, "but the net gain of two birds to a toteal of only 44 does not give cause

for rejoicing."

Udall recalled that the Department during 1965 slso mede an intensive nation-
wide study of State laws to determine the legal status of rare and endangered

species.

Following are other 1965 developments centering on the Department's work in
the endangered species program:

Whooping Crane: The food supply at the Arensas Natlonal Wildlife Refuge in
Texas, favorite wintering ground of the crane, has been increased by planting
greins and other crops. The refuge now has 36 adults and 8 young, for s total of
44, but five other whoopers from the 1965 northward spring migration have not

reappeared.

Apache (Arizona) Trout: The Department worked with the Tribal Council of the
White Mountain Apache Tribe to select sites in the headwaters of trout streams on

the reservation for the construction of barrier dems. These will prevent the
mingling of the Apache trout with introduced rainbow trout and the hybridization

and possible loss of the Apache,



Masked Bobwhite: Scientists are trying to restore this bird to Arizona.
They plan to study it in its Mexican habitat to leaern what kind of restoration
site they will need in Arizona.

Bald snd Golden Esgles: Scientists will conduct a midwinter survey of the
bald and golden eagles to determine their distribution and use of habitet. Other
studies are designed to preserve their nests and nesting habitats, and to learn
factors that may be responsible for decimating their populations.

Attwater's CGreater Prairie Chicken: Researchers have studied it on its
natural range in Texas and have recommended needed habitat.

Atlsntic Salmon: Interior has worked with Maine authorities to restore the
Salmon, Tentative plans for protecting the habitat and menaging the fish popula-
tions have been developed,

Florida Sandhill Crane: Several tracts of land have been examined in Florida
which would provide habitat.
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(Note to Editors: Photographs of the Snail Kite, Black-Footed Ferret, California
Condor, Whooping Crane, Sandhill Crane, Bald Eagle, and
Attwater's Greater Prairie Chicken may be obtained from the Fish
and Wildlife Service Information Office, Department of the
Interior, Washington, D, C. 20240.)
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