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TRUMPETER SWANS RESPOND TO RESTORATION EFFORTS, UDALL REPORTS

The trumpeter swan, which numbered fewer than 100 in the United
States in the early 1930s, has reached a population of nearly 1,000,
Secretary of the Interior Stewart L, Udall said today in announcing
results of a survey by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,

Secretary Udall said the dramatic comeback of the trumpeter is a
heartening indication that many other endangered species might be saved
from extinction,

A recent aerial survey discovered 780 trumpeters in the tri-state
area of Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho, an increase of 16 over last year.

In addition, there are 106 trumpeters in other National Wildlife
Refuges and 78 in 37 zoos and parks of the United States, Nova Scotia,
and West Berlin,

The aerial survey showed that 34 cygnets were hatched in the wild
and 18 adult birds died since the previous count in 1964, Bureau
scientists said the production of cygnets is far below the potential
for the 681 adult birds in the tri-state area, A contributing factor
apparently was excessive water in some nesting places,

The trumpeter is still one of the rarest birds in the world, but
it recently was removed from the Bureau's list of endangered species.
This swan, native only to North America, is the largest waterfowl in
the world, It weighs 20 to 30 pounds, has a wingspread of more than
seven feet and is all white except for a jet black bill and feet, It
thrives in a marsh environment, Some trumpeters have lived to be more
than 30 years old,

By the early 1930s, encroachments on its habitat had pushed the
trumpeter close to extinction. Private conservation groups and govern-
agencies rallied to save the species, The Fish and Wildlife Service



established the 40,000-acre Red Rock Lakes National Wildlife Refuge in
southwest Montana, and Federal protection was extended to the swan, It
still cannot be hunted legally.

The refuge includes a wilderness marsh of 15,000 acres and is the
largest single breeding ground for the species, New populations were
started on other refuges by transplanting swans from Red Rock Lakes,

The primary breeding range of the trumpeter lies within a 60-mile
radius of West Yellowstone, Mont, The Red Rock Lakes-Yellowstone
population winters near the breeding grounds, The principal winter
range is the North Fork of the Snake River and its tributaries in
northeast Idaho, Red Rock Lakes and the Yellowstone National Park
also provide wintering habitat where warm springs keep waters open
and food available in winter,
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