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INTERIQR DEPARTMENT PROPOSES REGULATIONS UNDER THE WILDERNESS ACT

Regulations to implement certain elements of the Wilderness Act, passed by the
88th Congress in 1964, were proposed today by the Department of the Interior.

The proposed rulemaking, being published in the Federal Register, is accompa-
nied by an invitation to all interested persons to submit comments within 60 days
to assure their consideration before a final version is adopted. Comments may be
addressed to the Secretary of the Intérior, Washington, D. C. 20240.

Among the proposed new rules are guidelines for the conduct of public hearings
in connection with the review of roadless areas within units of the National Park
System and in National Wildlife Refuges and Game Ranges.

Also among the proposed new rules is language implementing part of the
Wilderness Act concerning acceptance by the Interior Department of gifts and
contributions.

In addition, there are sections which would carry out references in the Act
to mineral locations, patents, leases and permits issued by the Department's
Bureau of Land Management on National Forest lands,

The Wilderness Act (Public Law 88-577) established a National Wilderness
Preservation System "to secure for the American people of present and future
generations the benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness."

The Act designated 54 areas in National Forests, totaling 9.1 million acres,
as units of the new National Wilderness Preservation System. These areas are all
of the former wilderness, wild, and cance areas previously established by the
Department of Agriculture. Under the Act, the Federal mining laws and all laws
pertaining to mineral leasing will continue to extend to National Forest Wildermess

until midnight on December 31, 1983, subject to certain conditions and limitations
specified in the Act.



PL 88-577 also directs the Secretary of the Interior to review within the
next 10 years all roadless areas of 5,000 contiguous acres or more in the National
Park System and all such areas and roadless islands in the National Wildlife
Refuges and Game Ranges. These reviews will form the basis for recommendations to
the President and the Congress as to whether the aress are suitable or not suitable
for preservation as wilderness,

"Reviews of roadless areas and islands will be conducted as carefully as
possible," Secretary of the Interior Stewart L., Udall said today. "Full public
notice and opportunity for public hearings will be provided.”

The Interior Depasrtment has estimated that units of the National Park System
and the National Wildlife Refuges and Game Ranges containing a gross area of 47
million acres will be subject to review to ascertain the suitability or nonsuita-
bility of roadless areas and roadless islands for preservation as wilderness. Of
the total, the State of Alasks contains 26 million acres of these units, and the
remainder is in 18 other States,

"The National Park Service proposes to complete reviews of approximately 18
parks and monuments by March 1, 1967," Secretary Udall said. "The Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife has reviews under way on five game ranges and expects to
begin review of the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge."
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