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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, INTERIOR STUDY DATA ON NEW OCEAN CURRENT
The Department of the Interior said today that scientists from Columbia

University and the Department's Fish and Wildlife Service are analyzing data
gathered during a four-month voyage in the South Atlantic--information that is
expected to add materially to knowledge of the fishery potential in the Gulf of
Guinea and the permanence of a new ocean undercurrent.

The voyage was aboard the Bureau of Commercisl Fisheries'® oceanographic

vessel Geronimo.
Thomss L. Austin, Director of the Bureau's Biological Laboratory at the

Naval Annex, Washington, D, C., said primary purpose of the survey was to obtain
new information which would benefit the fisheries of Senegal, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, and the Ivory Coast, which cooperated in the study.

Six Bureau scientists who made the entire voyage were joined for portions of
the survey by three Columbia University scientists, as well as others from the
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries. The University oceanographers now are analyzing
the data concerning the Guinea undercurrent. A representative of the United
States National Museum was also aboard for a portion of the trip to observe bird

life.

Presence of the new undercurrent was first indicated in the summer of 1962
during a previous voyage of the Geronimo. Equipment lowered into the easterly
flowing Guinea current was suddenly pulled to the west. A current meter used
during the latest voyage indicated the continued presence of the undercurrent,
but since both observations were made in similar weather, the scientists now want
to study it during another season to determine its permanence., This will be done
during the Geronimo's next trip to the Gulf of Guinea, scheduled in January 1965.



John Van Landingham of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries was field party
chief for the Geronimo's latest voyage. Theodore "Ted" Sorenson was master of
the vessel.

Among the highlights of the latest Geronimo voyage, said Mr. Van Landingham
and Mr. Sorenson, were tours of the vessel by residents of African ports visited,
as well as Americans and other personnel stationed in Africa, The tours were
arranged by officials of the Bureasu of Commercial Fisheries in Washington in
cooperation with the Department of State.

In Abidjan, Ivory Coast, visitors to the Geronimo included two groups of
children. They were from families of personnel, including Americans, stationed
at the Ivoirien Embassy. They toured the vessel for more than an hour.
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