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BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES TO DEDICATE OXFORD, MARYLAND, LABORATORY

The Department of the Interior's Bureau of Commercial Fisheries has scheduled
dedication ceremonies at two o®clock Saturday afternoon October 17, for its
Biological Laboratory at Oxford, Maryland., It is the Bureau's first laboratory
on Chesapeake Bay.

Although the laboratory building has been occupied since 1960, dedication
ceremonies were delayed pending the completion of other research facilities
including four artificial salt-water ponds, each a quarter acre in srea,

Donald L, McKernan, Buresu Director, said the Oxford lLaboratory has already
made valuable contributions in several scientific fields, including studies of
shellfish mortality and shellfish culture, Research at the laboratory is
conducted in cooperation with State authorities in New Jersey, Delaware,
Maryland and Virginis.

Mr. McKernan pointed out that the Oxford Laboratory is located on a major
estuary which has a salinity range from fresh to oceanic water. Chesapeake Bay,
he said, is an excellent breeding, nursery and feeding ground for many sport and
commercially important fishes. In the adjacent ocean and in seaside bays are
oysters, surf clams, soft and hard clams, crabs and many fish species of recrea-

tional and commercial importance.

The Oxford Laboratory slso maintains a Field Station at Chincoteague Bay,
Virginia, where studies requiring oceanic salinity are conducted,

The Laboratory is under the direction of Dr, Carl J. Sindermann, who has
been at Oxford since early 1964, after serving as Assistant Director at the
Bureau's laboratory in Boothbay Harbor, Maine.




The largest operation at the Oxford Laboratory is the Shellfish Mortality
Program, directed by Dr. Aaron Rosenfleld of Easton, Maryland. In recent years
massive oyster mortalitlies due to disease have virtuslly wiped out the oyster
industry in Delaware Bay, and seriously damaged the industry in Virginia.

The laboratory staff at present numbers 23, with additional scientists
scheduled to join the research group in the near future.

The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries operates 20 biologicael research labora-
tories on the Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific coasts, and in Hawali and Alaska. Each
has specific missions concentrating on important commercial species in its area.

XXX

P.N. 53055-64 2



