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PACIFIC TUNA SWIMS RECORD 6,000 MILES, INTERIOR DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A bluefin tuna weighing over 240 pounds swam to a new official distance record
of more than 6,000 miles across the Pacific Ocean, the Depariment of the Interior
reported today,

The big fish was tagged a little over 5 years ago near Guadalupe Island,
Mexico, by a biologist of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission. It turned
up more than 6,000 miles away, off the south coast of Japan. In doing so it pro-
vided fishery researchers with a valuable link in the evidence demonstrating a
mingling of tuna from the east and west of the Pacifie Qcean.

The fish was captured and tagged in 1958, when it weighed about 30 pounds.
After being caught and cleaned, the fish still weighed in at 242 pounds when it was
taken after its trans-Pacific migration.

The 1,906 days between tagging and recovery of the bluefin is the longest
period recorded in which any species of tagged tuna has remained free before
recapture,

For tuna researchers this event affords the first clear proof of the crossing
of the Pacific by bluefin. Earlier recoveries of tagged fish, however, have con-
firmed the Pacific migration of other species of the tuna family. A 2,370-mile
migration of an albacore from Hawaii to Japan was recorded in March 1956. This
followed the 1953 recapture near Tokyo of an albacore tagged off the California
coast., Recoveries of bluefin tagged off the United States east coast and recovered
in north European waters has demonstrated a trans-Atlantic migration for these fish.

The recently recovered bluefin was enormous if compared to the aversge weight
of 20 to 40 pounds for a Pacific bluefin. Atlantic bluefin, however, are usually
considerably larger, weighing someiimes up to 1,500 pounds. The bluefin is the

largest species of tuna. It is an important game fish as well as a valuable com-

mercial commodity, Generally, it seams to prefer more temperate waters than its
relatives, the yellow fish and the skipjack tunsa.



Meny aspects of the biology of tunas still remain mysteries, although the
tunas have long served as the basis of a large commercial industry in the United
States and are a favorite food of the American table.

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission is an international organization
devoted to research on the eastern Pacific tuna end their conservation.
Established in 1949 by the United States, Costa Rica, Paname, and Ecuador are now
members.

The extensive migrations of tunas have long been suspected by biologists.
The tagged fish affords the proof needed to trace the tunas' actual travels., Much
more remains to be learned about the living hebits and the sizes of the various
tuna populations, Only with increased knowledge will the establishment of wise

fishing practices and constructive conservation of these valuable fishes be
possible,
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