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NEW SOUTH CAROLINA RUNTING AREA OPENED BY INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 

A new public hunting area is being added to the Nation's outdoor recreation 

inventory with opening this fall of the Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge 

in South Carolina to white-tailed deer hunting, the Department of the Interior 

announced today. 

Opening of part of the Refuge to public hunting marks another step in the 

Department's program to develop fully the public recreational potential of Federal 

management areas, where such use is compatible with management objectives for the 

area. It will add a valuable outdoor recreation asset to the State of South 

Carolina and permit better management of the sizable deer herd on the Refuge, 

.Formal.regulations listing the open areas will be announced later. Hunting 
will be under State game laws. 

The Department said white-tailed deer had been abundant in the Carolina sand- 
hills at the beginning of the century. Cutting of the longleaf pine forests and 
subsequent settling of the land soon took their toU of the white-tails which dis- 
appeared in about 1910 for the area that is now the Refuge. 

Rehabilitation of the deer on the Refuge began in 1940, the year after the 
45,000-acre haven was established. Twelve white-tails, six does, and six bucks 
were transplanted from the Bulls Island unit of the Cape Romain National Wildlife 
Refuge. A few months later another doe and buck were transplanted from Bulls 
Island and then four fawns, which had been confiscated from poachers by State game 
wardens, were added to the small herd. 

From those 18 animals the herd has grown in a little more than 20 years to the 
1,600 estimated for the fall of 1963. 

The necessity for harvesting deer on the Refuge is evidenced by the extensive 
damage to crops planted on the Refuge for the benefit of various species of wild- 
life. The principal waterfowl using the Refye are Canada geese, wood duck, 



mallard, and black duck. Other principal species are wild turkeys, mourning 
doves, and bobwhites. 

The Refuge's primary program is to determine and demonstrate management 
methods for improving submarginal farm and forest land for wildlife. Carolina 
Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge is in Chesterfield County, which borders on 
North Carolina about lOOmiles from the sea. Recent estimates indicate there are 
about 80,000 white-tailed deer in South Carolina and that the annual hunter harvest 
is between 12,000 and 13,000. 
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