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NEW WILDLIFE RESEARCH UNIT ESTABLISHED AT SOUTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE

The Nation's eighteenth Cooperative WildlifeResearch Unit has been
established at South Dakota State College at Brookings, the Department of the
Interior announced today.

The new unit was created under an agreement signed by the South Dakota
Department of Game, Fish, and Parks, South Dakota State College, the Wildlife
Management Institute, and the Fish and Wildlife Service's Bureau of Sport Fisheries
and Wildlife. The unit will conduct wildlife research and introduce college
science students to the field of wildlife conservation.

Under the agreement, the college will furnish quarters and facilities for
the unit; the Wildlife Management Institute, a private organization, will provide
financial support; the Game, Fish, and Parks Department will give financial
support, plus guidance and advice on research needs; and the Federal Bureau will
provide the unit leader and equipment.

The Department of the Interior said the new South Dakota unit is advanta-
geously located because it is in the north-central United States and in a State
that ranks high in small game. Findings are expected to benefit hunters through-
out the Nation.

The first Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit was established at Iowa State
University in 1935. The latest unit, prior to the one in South Dakota, was
established in April 1962 at Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge.

The Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit program has four main objectives.
One of the most important of these is the training of persomnel for careers in
wildlife management., As a profession, the science of wildlife management is
relatively new and there is a shortage of gualified personnel, the Department of
the Interior said. The units, however, are making a major contribution in
increasing the numbers. By the end of 1961, 3,647 wildlife and fishery students
had been graduated from unit schools. Of these, 2,605 received bachelors' degrees,
917 received masters' degrees, and 125 received doctorates.
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Getting the answers to many wildlife management problems through research
is another objective of the unit program. Animals studied have ranged from
grizzly bears to cotton rats.

The grizzly has been studied comprehensively by students and personnel of
the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit. Located at Montana State
University at Missonla, the unit has made a total of 1,809 different observations
of marked and unmarked grizzly bears over a three-year period. All the marked
bears were trapped in Yellowstone National Park, anesthetized, weighed, measured,
tagged, and color-marked before being released. One phase of the study has
indicated that there is a high mortality of grizzly bear cubs during their first
winter,

Cotton rat studies are being conducted by the Oklahoma unit at Oklahoma
State University, Stillwater. The cotton rats, which multiply rapidly, cause
nmillions of dollars in crop damage annually throughout the South. The Oklahoma
unit research includes studies of such natural population controls as parasites
and diseases.

A few of the wildlife species being studied by units around the country
include bobwhite guail in Alabama, beaver in Maine, peccary or Jjavalina in Arizona,
muskrat in Chio, and elk in Idaho.

Conservation education activities with Boy Scouts, 4-H Clubs, sportsmen's
clubs and other organizations and technical assistance to State and similar
agencies are other objectives of the unit program.

Other Cooperative Wildlife Research Units are functioning in Alaska, Colorado,
Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, Pennsylvania, Utah, and Virginia.
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