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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE TO DEDICATE TWO FISHERY RESEARCH STATIONS

Two Fish and Wildlife Service fishery research stations, one in Wisconsin for
fish population control studies and one in Arkansas to work on fish-farming
experiments, are being dedicated this week, the Department of the Interior has
announced,

The Service's Fish-Farming Experimental Station will be dedicated today
October 21, at Stuttgart, Ark. The work at this station is designed to find ways
of growing fish profitably in conjunction with rice and other agricultural crops.
This station has a modern laboratory, fish-~holding facilities, shop, garage, and
storage buildings, plus several reservoirs and holding ponds.

Some of the problems to be solved are: water quality and levels; control of
aquatic vegetation; overpopulation; predation; disease and parasite infestations;
feeding; and brood stock selection,

The station is under the administration of the Fish and Wildlife Service's
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, The Service's Bureau of Commercial Fish-
eries is cooperating on improving processing, merchandising, and distributing
methods for fishery products produced through fish-farming techniques,

Fish and Wildlife Commissioner Clarence F. Pautzke will deliver the dedication
address at Stuttgart today and on October 25 he will be in La Crosse, Wis., for
dedication of the Service's Fish-Control Laboratory. The la Crosse dedication
will be held in conjunction with the Tri-State Fishery Conference.

The Fish-Control Laboratory at la Crosse was established to develop the

necessary tools for controlling unwanted fish populations. Although the search

for better chemical toxicants will be the initial objective of the station, other
methods of control will also be studied.

Chemical removal of fish populations is not new. The technique was largely
developed in the North-Central States and has been widely used for decades, These
toxicants will not harm other forms of wildlife living in or near the water or



human beings who might drink the water. Future emphasis however, will be on the
gsearch for toxicants that will be even more selective, controlling certain unwanted
fish without harming the more desirable kinds,

To carry out this intensive research program, a staff of chemists, bioclogists,
and other specialists has been assembled at the La Crosse station., Considerable
remodeling of buildings has been completed to provide adequate research facilities.

These two research stations of the Fish and Wildlife Service are expected to

make a major contribution toward improved fresh-water sport and commercial fishing,
Commissioner Pautzke said,
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