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HUNTERS URGED TO IDENTIFY DUCKS BEFORE PULLING THE TRIGGER

In addition to the regular daily bag and possession limits on all ducks,
two scaup ducks daily and four in possession are allowed this season in the
Atlantic, Mississippi, and Central Flyways, the Fish and Wildlife Service said
today. The Department of the Interior agency cautioned sporismen that they
should be sure they are shooting at scaup before they pull the trigger for bonus
shots once the regular limit has been taken.

Population levels of scaup ducks are comparatively heavy because they nest
primarily outside the areas affected by the prairie drought that has so severely
reduced other duck populations end also because scaup have not been as heavily
gunned in recent years. The Fish and Wildlife Service feels that scaup can
safely stand additional bunting pressure this year and will provide many addi-
tional hours of pleasure for hunters.

For all but the expert hunter, identifying both greater and lesser scaup
from other diving ducks presents a tough problem. They are particularly easy
to confuse with canvasback, redhead, and ringneck ducks, As in recent years,
neither canvesback nor redheads can be taken this season. Hunters will have
less difficulty recognizing these two species if they let them come in close,
but even expert hunters have difficulty in distinguishing ringnecks from scaup
while on the wing. Ringnecks cannot be included in the additional bag and
possession limit regulations this season because their population levels are
too low to allow additional harvest.

If the hunter can identify diving ducks in the hand but not on the wing, he
can still exercise caution and try for the additional or bonus scaup, If the
first two ducks he shoots are scaup, then the hunter can still try for the regular
bag limit for all ducks as prescribed for his State. However, if a hunter can't
identify scaup on the wing and collects the regular limit of other ducks first,
he had better call it a day.

A scaup duck in the hand can be identified by the presence of both a white,
lengthwise stripe on the upper surface of the wing and a broad unmarked blue-grey
bill. The ringneck duck has a grey, lengthwise patch on the upper surface of
the wing and a light ring across the bill.

"This year more than ever before, it is a must that hunters know their ducks
to take full opportunity unde¥ the regulations," the Fish and Wildlife Service
said. "Those who have studied and really learned duck identification will be
rewarded with more birds in the bag.r*
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SCAUP RINGNECK
SCAUP DUCKS ARE DIS- RINGNECKED DUCKS
TINGUISHED BY A WHITE HAVE GRAY PATCH ON
STRIPE LENGTHWISE ON UPPER WING SURFACE,
UPPER WING SURFACE, AND LIGHT BAND, OR
AND BROAD, UNMARKED, BANDS, ACROSS BILL.
BLUE-GRAY BlLL.
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