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Dr. Victor L. Loosanoff, an 

McMillan or Flanagan - Int. 5634 

OF SHELLFISHERIES MPERT TO PACIFIC COAST 

internationally recognized authority in shell- 

fishery biology, has been appointed by the Fish and Wildlife Service's Bureau of 

Commercial Fisheries to the position of Research Fishery Biologist on the Pacific 

Coast, effective October 1, 1962, the Department of the Interior announced today. 

He will be stationed in San Francisco, California. 

Dr. Loosanoff has been director of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries 

Biological Laboratory at Nilford, Connecticut , since it was established in Novem- 

ber 1931. 

During his career devoted almost entirely to research on the biology of 
oysters, clams, and other marine invertebrates and their enemies, he has made 
major scientific breakthroughs --nctactly in the development of methods for the 
farming of mollusks and their artificial propagation under hatchery conditions, 
and in his oyster pests control stuP,ies resulting in the development of a "fence" 
of chemically-treated sand which effectively prevents the invasion of oyster beds 
by oyster drills, one of the oysters' deadliest predators. Work is continuing 
on both of these achievements to enable their potential economic benefits to be 
made available to the industry. 

In recognition of the importance of utilizing to the maximum extent the 
talents and experience of our Nation's most outstanding scientists, Dr. Loosanofffs 
promotion will relieve him of administrative duties and permit him to continue 
his valuable shellfisheries research. In addition to the already impressive list 
of published reports on his work, completion of the study, analysis, and 
publication of other accumulated data from his 30 years of shellfish investiga- 
tions, which will be accomplished in his new position, will be of inestimable 
value to the science of shellfishery biology throughout the world. 

Dr. Loosanoff's location on the West Coast will also make him available, as 
requested, for consultation and advisory services to the shellfish authorities of 
the Pacific States, and to educational institutions and their graduate students 
in aquatic biology. 



Born October 3, 1899, in Kiev, Russia, Dr. Loosanoff immigrated to the United 
States where he received his B.S. degree in aquatic biology from the University of 
Washington, Seattle, in 1927, and his Ph.D. degree in zoology from Yale University 
in 1936. He is a member of many professional scientific societies and has served 
as vice-president and president of the National Shellfisheries Association and as 
Special Scientific Advisor to Yale University's Bingham Oceanographic Laboratory. 

Dr. James E. Hanks, Assistant Director of the BureauOs Biological Laboratory 
at Oxford, Maryland, will succeed Dr. Loosanoff at the Milford Laboratory. Dr. 
Hanks has been with the Fish and Wildlife Service since 1955, He received some of 
his earlier training in shellfish research under Dr, Loosanoff, and he has also 
worked with the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Massachusetts. Dr. Hanks 
received his Ph.D. degree from the University of New Hampshire. Two years of his 
graduate study were spent at the University of Hawaii. 
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