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Not nearl; :mough money was available to meet the urgent need for researcn,
resource p.ianning, and most of all--cocrdinated action.

The need was crucial for en immediate, deliberate and energetic program if
the depletion of wildlife was to be arrested and our reserves rehabilitated. As
in all crises--when men find the bonds of common purpose, & solution can be found,
In this case, those represented by you here tonight produced the Pittman~
Robertson Act.

This Act established the much-needed funds. % did something even more
important. 1t gave the country a program. The undgrlying premise of this effort
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But even as we celebrate 25 years of daring achievement, we must force cur
vinds ahead, We must wonder what this gathering will be celebrating when it
meets to review the Golden Anniversary of the Act.

‘ The day is gone, we dare now to hope, when extinction of wildlife by mal-
practice and disinterest is possible. But we dare pot allow satisfaction with

the past tc ereate apathy toward the future. The mcmentum of plenning, foresight
and good Judgment—-v1tal to the successes of the past--mugt be accelerated tc neet
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But we in Ii‘eri-r are determined not .o bhe mesmerized bty yes-erdav’'s
progress.,

Jur sttention is focused on tomorrow--our resolve is centered .n the
future--Interior is in reality the Department of the Future.

This concern of man *tc preserve his place in the natural scheme cf things
was recently characterized by Secretary Udall as "a wholesome note of sanity in
a troubled world."

Let us underscore this whclesome note with all the resources

of a vital society, alert to its highest responsibility--the passing on of a
rounded cultural heritage to its young people.

Let me closf with this double message...First, a hearty congratulation to¢
you--the pathfinders of natural conservation--and second, a challenge to all of
us t- accelerate our effort--for this is, indeed, the decade of decision.
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