
-c 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 

*******************newsfelease 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE McMillan or Flanagan - Interior 5634 

For Release JUNE 28, 1962 

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES TO CONDUCT FISH PROTEIN CONCENTRATE 
STUDY AT REQUEST OF INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall has been advised by Dr. Detlev W. 

Bronk, President of the National Academy of Sciences, that the Academy will 

establish a committee to conduct a study relating to fish protein concentrate 

(FPC) which Secretary Udall recently requested, 

Among other subjects, the study will be a determination of whether a 

wholesome, safe, and nutritious fish protein concentrate product can be made from 

whole fish; and whether there is a demonstrable need, either nutritionally or 

economically, for an inexpensive animal protein food supplement among the people 

comprising the lower income groups of the United States. 

In requesting the National Academy of Sciences to make.tke study, Secretary 
Udall informed Dr, Bronk: 

"The Department of Interior, recognizing the potential value of 
FPC to the domestic fishing industry and the global need for a cheap 
animal-protein supplement also considers the use of whole fish to be 
of vital importance.tf 

The Food and Drug Administration, he pointed out, has held that the fish 
protein concentrate cannot be marketed in the United States inasmuch as FDA has 
ruled that it contains portions of the fish not normally regarded as acceptable 
for human food. 

Decision to request the study by the National Academy of Sciences followed a 
luncheon meeting in May attended by Secretary Udall, Secretary Abraham Ribicoff of 
Health, Education and Welfare and FDA Commissioner Larrick, Dr. Serome Wiesner, 
chairman of the President's Science Advisory Committee, Dr. Paul Gyorgy, chairman 
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Senator Clair 
Engle, Fowler Hamilton of AID, and others. 



Processes tested and examined by Bureau of Commerical Fisheries scientists 
here and abroad reduce the whole fish to a “chemically-cleaned powder ideally 
suitable as a low-cost protein supplement so desparately needed by a majority of 
the world’s population,” Secretary Udall said. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service’s Bureau of Commercial Fisheries recently 
began a research project on fish protein concentrate, The goal is to develop new 
or improved methods of FPC manufacture that would result in “a product of highest 
suitability in terms of keeping qualities, acceptance, cost, nutritive value, and 
flexibility for worldwide incorporation in diets of protein-hungry peoples of the 
war Id, ‘I Secretary Udall said. 

Secretary Udall added that the manufacture and utilization of fish protein 
concentrate covers many scientific areas such as chemistry, pediatrics, food 
technology, nutrition, engineering, economics, and other disciplines. Bureau of 
Commercial Fisheries scientists at the College Park, Md., Technological Laboratory 
have, by conducting a global survey, gathered and coordinated nearly all the 
information available on FPC studies around the world. 

“Increasing concern over the world food deficit has brought into inter- 
national prominence the urgent need for the technological development of cheap, 
stable, and nutritious fish protein concentrate suitable for worldwide dietary 
supplementation, ‘I Secretary Udall said. “The Department of the Interior programs 
now underway are designed to fulfill our Nation’s responsibility in meeting this 
need.” 

xxx 

P .N. 10770-62 2 


