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INTERIOR DEPARTMENT ASKS CONGRESS TO DEFER BILL TO PERMIT HUNTING IN PARK AREAS
Congress has been asked to defer action on pending legislation which would
open certain National Parks and Monuments and Recreation Areas to regulated public
hunting to control surplus big game populations, Secretary of the Interior
Stewart L, Udall said today.
In a letter to the Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
Secretary Udall urged that S. 2545 be deferred until the Department's new advisory

board on wildlife and game management has had an opportunity to analyze the issue

of hunting in the National Park System,

S. 2545 would require the Secretary of the Interior to consult at least once
a year with the Governors of each State containing a National Park, Monument or
Recreation Area to determine whether big-game animal reductions are necessary in
park areas. The bill would further provide that if reductions are needed, the
Secretary could enter into an agreement authorizing the State to issue licenses to
hunters to hunt in park areas and remove their kill.

"Until now this Administration has not had the opportunity to conduct the
kind of study which would lead to an objective determination on the issue of hunt-
ing in the Natiomal Park System, but definite plans have been made for the conduct
of such an analysis by a panel of unbiased and thoroughly expert persons,"
Secretary Udall wrote. "From that analysis we hope to reach a general conclusion
on the issue of hunting which can be applied to the National Park System,"

On April 25, Secretary Udall announced the appointment of the five-member
advisory board to assist him in formulating wildlife management programs and
policies on lands administered by the Department. He said he would also ask the
board’s views on wildlife and game matters in areas which may be recommended for
addition not only to the park system but also the wildlife area system supervised
by the Department.

In appointing the advisory board members, Secretary Udall told them:



"We are at the threshold of a new era in recreation planning and
recreation management in the United States. The monumental report of
the Outdoor Recreation Resourceg Review Commission, creation of a
Buresu of Outdoor Recreation in this Department, and Administration
support of a new conception of financing this program evidence wide
appreciation that old formulae and old shibboleths no longer suffice.
The most hallowed of assumptions deserve reexamination; preconceptions
and doetrinaire thinking have no place in our program because the new
dimension of our task requires a re-checking of basic premises."

The 1916 Act which established the Park Service said areas in the park system
are to be regulated so as "to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic
cbjects and wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such
manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations."

Secretary Udall emphasized to the new advisory board that "I cennot and do
not abdicate the responsibility which is mine for the difficult decisions which
nmust be made in the interpretation of the 1916 National Park Act.” He added,
however, that the advisory board's prestige and insight will be extremely helpful.

The advisory board members include:

Chairman - Dr, A. Starker Leopold of Berkeley, Calif., assistant to the
Chancellor, University of Celifornia, Berkeley; Dr., Ira N, Gabrielson, Vienna, Va,,
Fresident of the Wildlife Management Institute and a former director of the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; Dr. Clarence Cottam, Sinton, Tex., director of the
Welder Wildlife Foundation and a former assistant director of the Fish and Wildlife
Service; Thomas L, Kimball, McLean, Va., executive director of the National Wild-
life Federation, and Dr. Stanley A. Cain, Ann Arbor, Mich., professor and chairman
of the Department of Conservation, University of Michigan.
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