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INTERIOR PLANS NEW FISHERY RESEARCH VESSEL

Work on designing a new stern trawler for year-round research in the
Northwest Atlantic by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries will begin at once, the
Department of the Interior reported today.

The vessel will replace the 24-year-old Delaware which now is used as an
exploratory fishing and gear research vessel by the Fish and Wildlife Service's
Bureau, The new vessel, 125 to 150 feet long, will be designed as a more
efficient exploratory craft and will be based at Gloucester, Mass,

George G, Sharp, Inc., marine designers of New York City, has been awarded
a contract for preparing plans and specifications for the vessel.

The deck and gear arrangement will feature a mechanical and, as far as
possible, automated method of handling otter trawl fishing gear. It will also be
adaeptable to methods of fishing other than trawling, such as long-lining,
gill-netting, and purse-seining,

The deck house and the below-deck arrangements will conform to the
specialized requirements of marine researchers, Adequate space and facilities
are to be provided for fish-finding devices and other electronic equipment,
Laboratories and living accommodations for as many as seven scientists will be
provided on the main-deck and second-deck areas,

Design of the vessel is expected to require approximately eight months.

Construction will begin shortly thereafter,
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