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INTERIOR AIDS IN INTERNATIONAL PROTEIN-DEFICIENCY STUDY 

Department of the Interior participation in a long-range international program 

to determine the effectiveness of fish flour as an additive in protein-deficient 

diets was announced today. 

The program, sponsored by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, is an outgrowth of the FAO International Conference on Fish in Nutrition 

held in Washington, D. C., in September 1961. At the Washington sessions, many 

scientists expressed the belief that diets deficient in animal protein could be 

fully corrected by adding from 3 to 10 percent fish flour. 

At the close of the meeting a panel of experts, convened by FAO, recommended 
a long-range program on fish flour research and human feeding studies and asked 
member nations to volunteer to supply the fish flour needed for the feedingprogrzrr. 
The panel also recommended that FAO determine where the feeding studies were to be 
made. Chile and Peru have offered to furnish facilities for manufacturing the fish 
flour and have been selected as the countries where the first feeding studies will 
be made. 

The Department has assigned Dr. E. R. Pariser of the Fishery Technological 
Laboratory, College Park, Md., to assist in this program. The College Park 
L.aboratory is one of several operated by the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Dr. Pariser will go to South America and work with Dr. F. E. 
Popper, Chief of the Economic Branch of the Fisheries Division, FAO, Rome, in 
inspecting fish flour facilities offered by the two Latin American countries and 
recommending whatever mechanical or manufacturing changes may be necessary to 
supply the types of protein concentrate needed in the study. 

After completing his assignment with Dr. Popper, Dr. Pariser will inspect 
other laboratories and processing plants in South America where fish protein 
concentrates are being developed. He will observe processes in Uruguay and will 



visit the University of Conception in Chile, where fish flour problems are being 
studied. He also will consult with authorities at a Government hospital in 
Guatemala, where important work on the use of incaparina, a compounded protein 
food made from locally available vegetable matter, is being carried out. He will 
stop in San Salvador to review studies on the use of fish flour as a food supple- 
ment in attempts to prevent or cure kwashiorker , a devastating protein-deficiency 
disease. 

In addition to assisting in the FAO study in Latin America, Dr. Pariser will 
collect information regarding fish flour technology and utilization. This will be 
valuable to research now under way at the BUreauIs College Park Laboratory. 
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